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and wought upon, combine them into a wicked canfederation ; a people
tnute m public, but m coracrs talkatine and full of peattle.”  Celens 2leo,
who lived fittle more thaa 50 years aficr the death of the Aposile John,
jeers at the facy,that kets, cobblers, | Ji 14, the most
Witerate and volgar of mankind, wete zealvus preachers of tie gospel,
aud addressed themschves, particulardy at the fiest, to women and cluls
dren, though before people of seperior umlerstanding they wete mute as
fishen” “The eatly apolognts replied to such objections, that the gospel
was offered 1o all who mamfested a desire to tecewe it, that e pooe
awd ignocant were not excluded ; that some men of euperior Teagning and
of high rank had passed oner 1o the chnstiang, and that, were the chasge
admilted to 1ts fall extent, 1t could not militate againat the goudness ol
their ca; 'aul speaks of converta that weie i Nero's househiohd ) and
Pliny e younger, when Govesnor of Bithynia, wiote 10 the emperor
‘I'rajan, that Chnstianisy ha'l uot only * averstan the city and open couns
try, but many of every age, ok, and of edlics sex, nte and will be
called into danger.” "lie heamen showy,” says ‘Pertullan, * the cuy
is hesieged § there ate Chnictizas i the opea country, i the castlea, 1
the istanile ;. they complam of 1t aea loss, that every 2w, age, condinon,
and even digaity, has pawed over to thie name,"~a prool that though
not many, yet sonie nghty and noble are ¢atled,

The heathien sl fanther afiemved, diat Christiany were ureleas to the
atate, and as many of them conccrentionsly refused to engage in war, it
was nsked, If all men were to be Clristiane, what would the Emperor
dol Itwas answered that the Chnstiang were Inghly sesviccable to the
state, because they prayed for the welfare of thewr country and for the
safery of the Buperor; that they earefully obeyed the fawe, and songht
1o reclaint men from vice, making thewn better membera of the community
Thus, under the guidance of the gopel, the Permana abamloned their ins
cestuous the Mazsa frained from the practice of sactie
fiemg the old and infinn, aud the Scytluana no longes busied the living
with the dead.  ‘The carly defenders of Chastiomty mantamed that the
Christiana benefited mavkind by the unracles which they weonghit  Jres
weaus, bishop of Lyons, about the year 170, ways—" The disciples of
Clirist confer beacefits on others, every man according to the gife which he
tiad received.  For some have niost wgnally expetled demons, and they
who oree were possexsed of unclean spiats, have believed and are now
inthe church,  Others, by the imposion of hands, cure and restore those
to health who Jabour under dizeases; and, as we now deciare, the dead
rige and remain with us many yeare.

But the heathen asserted that Chintiang were not only nselexs suljecte,
but that Christiamty was pernicious to the aiate, “Fhey aaid Iha.l the gods

non is 1 this report was totally falec, how did it originate 1 Athenago-
s, 0 diseiple of Jusim Marlyr's, accounts for the calumny by stating
that the Chinstiana spoke of cach other as brothers and sicters, sons and
daughtess, 1a reference to age, wlile they honoured the elder as fathers
and mouthers. “Tis was a mode of speech the heathien did not unders
stand ; and therefore, when twe® Chentians were maseied, it was come
monly 2aud that a brothee had mattied a sieter, meaning that both indie
viduals were Clinstians, ‘The Guoanea nleo, whn were a kind of Antie
nemmans, under pretence of superior knowledge, wete guilty of the
grossest comes; am) as they clmmed 1o, be Chrlstians of & very high
utder, 1t was casy for the heathien to coufound shens with true believers,
The heathen Luiher afinmed, that befose the Cliristians committed ine
cest, they slew an anfant, draik s dlood and ate it fleah, as the seat of
their bornl confederation.  They mdignantly demed this chorge, without
ever endeavouting to trace the slander to jte vrigin—a provl that transub-
stantiation was ot then taght w she cluich, elee they must have thought
that they ate human flesh,  ‘Tentullian veminds the Roman Senate, to
swhom he wrote, that 503 only were ther gods #aid to have committed
such crimes, but thatin North Afriea, wheie he resided, an infant was
annually sacaliced, and shat wah o sefincment in cruclty never surpassed;
they kept the infant siniling «ilf the farnl blosw was struck which deprived
it of life, a3 they imagined that the gods would not reccive a weeping,
and therefore an unwifling, victim, T the isle of Crete, 2 medal has been
since discovered, teprerenang tlas eacrifice to Saturn=an appalling proof
that *the dark places of the eanth ate full of the habitations of cructiy.”
But these charges were fully refuted by the admissions of the heathen,
When an dual atyured Cl; . and conft d to the rites of
ticathenisn, instead of being pumshied Tor murder and incest, hie was at
once releazed, It was adso said that the Chustians loved one another so
cordially, and were 20 closcly associated, that their vnion was dangerous
to the state—a tacit adiniesion that they were united to each oiher by
firmer and more endunng ties than the bands of wickedness, Tt wos even
custumary ‘o gay, such an mdwadual is a good man, only heisa Chrise
tan; and the heathen ponted to shem with astonishment, saying, * Be-
old, how they love one another.”  ‘They were not only brethren, because
they were partakers of the same human nature, but as sharing the ssme
renewed nawre. ¢ But how much more,” says ‘T'ertollian, “are they
cailed and regarded brethren, who acknowledge one father, God, who
have deunk into one spiaat of haliness, whe, from one womb of ignotance
have tremblingly come to the one light of truth””  These facts render it
apparent that a war of extermination was waged, not ngainst crime, but
agamst the very name, Chnstian ; that behevers were dJistinguished for
1 r things were lovely and of good report, while the Clurch ap-

wete angry, on account of the zapid and sive P of the
gospiel, and when the ‘Iber overflowed ats banke, or any geeat calamity
befell the city, the ery was,  to the hons with the Christiana®” 1t was
answered, that these judgments were inflicted on account of the wicked-
ness of the pagans themselves, ‘Tertullian enumerates many calamitics
which the Romans suffered before the true God had a single worshipper
atRome,  Ameng other instances of this kind, evidently on the authority
of Livy the Roman historian, he mentioned that Hanaibial defeated the
Fomany at the batdde of Cama, and so great was the slavgnter, that hie
measured in a bushel those nngs which were the badge of knighthood.
‘This reasoning, however, powerful though it was, made no impression on
Tiearts encrusted with the love of 2in, and on men determined ot to reo
nounce their errore,

pearcd * fuir a3 the sun, clear as the moon, and” 10 her encinies * tersible
as an anny wath banners””  Never were the words of the Saviour more
fully reahzed— Blewed are ye when men shall revile you and perrecute
you, anl thall say all manner of evil against you faliely, for my snke.”
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But perhapa the moat j wage, that the Chri
did not yield proper obedicuce to the emperors, because they would not
guwve themt the title of Lord God.  Sonre of the enpecors claimed dwine
honours; and all received the absurd flattery of the times, and wete
atyled Lord almost in the same manner in winch we address the Deity.
“Thus, Pliny the younger, in tus letters, frequently addtesses the emperor
Trzan as“ O Luwd™; and in one instance he sayar * Flaviug Archippos
sequests me, throvgh thy safety and ciernity, to send to thee the lintle
book which he gave me  (Phov's Enstles, book 10, epistle 63) Now
this was language wlich the Chnistans could notaddress to man, without
proving unfauthful to thewr divane Master; and they therelora reminded
their yersecutors, that it was as uuch their duty to fear God, as it was to
honout the King.

2.~Charges Urought agawnst the moral character of the fust Chris-
tians, Their encmies accused them of inceat.  'The heathen said that
the Christians met during the night, that they might more secreily’and se-
curely perform the,r unholy rites, that after having feasted together, they
tied & dog to the candlestick, then they threw a picce of meat beyond its
reach, when the hghts were {, and when in dark they com
nntted ncest of the most revolung descnpiion.  ‘The Christians again
-and again demed tlus charge, and boldly challenged their enemics to the
proof, They maimntained that they were examples of chastity to the
world, for they enher marned only once, or not at all, regardiag sccond
marnages as a more reputable kind of adultery  Plny, though a heathen,
admts that having exannned cestam Christnns by torture, to ascertain
the truth, tlus was the sum of their faalt or crime, that they met on a sta.
ted day, before 1t was hght ; that they mutually sung a hyma to Christas
to a God ; and 1hat they buund dieniselves by the sacrament to commit

no wickedoess, such as thefis, murders, adulterses, not to falsify their word,
101 to deny a pledge whea demanded, the which being finished, accord-

y 1t includes the physical, the mental, and moral
development of aur T b all the which qualify
us for the propers business of e, God has been pleased to endow us with
those natural yowers, in the exercise of wiich we begin at our birth to
become acquainted with externai objects. These faculties ate 0 nctively
employed in infancy, that, it has been thought, a child st three years of
age has acquired hall the amount of his knowledge of visible things, which,
in time, he shall ever possess,  ‘This view may be supposed to be sufli-
ciently accurate. The names, nnd the properties, and the uees of all
things famiar ta the chuld are known, Many 1hings, by imitation and
expenence, can already be performed,  An entire language has been ace
quired, and, by many children, it can be flucntly epoken.  All the facul.
ties have been most_actively engaged—much good and muach evil have
already been learned.  If parents and guardians should think thatthe fiest
few years of hfe may, by them, be safely neglected, let them ask them.
selves, why 1 and the waconsiderate opimion would probably be epeedily
correcied.

‘The time has gone by when parents conudered it necessary to send
their children to the fnfant echool, at two years of age. ‘T'he physical
being certainly needs developement, by incans inore natural than could
be pernutted even in that praies hy Experi confirms
the opinion, that youthful precocity 13 not, by any means, the security
of nfiely and great inteliectual power, The first five years are better filled
up under proper parental guidanze ; about the close of this period, how-
ever, all other things being fit, ot 13pechaps preferable to send to our com-
mon schools—if so, 1t becomes a matter of very greal ymportance to pa-
rents, and to the , that these ions be well adapted for
securing the immensely valuable ohjects sought for by them.

‘Those who have iterested themeslves in our common schools, during
the last ten or tivelve years, can zcarcely fail to be gratified by thair pro-

ing to.their manner, they depasted, and met again at a promi

thougl jnnocent meal.”  Trypho, the Jew, likewise eaid that he did not
belicve the charges that were brought against them ; he though that their
piecepts wege cscellent, though too difficult to be obeyed,  But the ques.

ressive improv: , a3 welf as pleased wuh much that is in operstion
or their fagther ad Both the ch and the qualifications
of our teachers, as a class, have in that time risen greauy, The institu-
tion of our I'tovincial Nonnal Echool, as well as Teachers® Institutes for
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