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LETTER FROM CEYLON.

(T the Young People of the U. I, Church, Glasgorw, supporting
i Printer in Ceylan.)

R

Kaxoy, Coviax, Adwgnet 13h, 1352,
M«x Drax Youxs Frirxps,

I have much pleasurc in sending you an account of the next thres little
books to be printed_at your expense  The subjeet of the first is * Crea.
tion.” The peoplo of Ceylon do not believe in the existence of Gnd, the
maker of all things. They say that there are innumerable aystems of
worlds which aro successively deatroyed and reproduced.  At-the- end of
a period of time, called a-Calpe, seven suna arise, the aysiem catches fire,
and is utterly consumed. As when oil ishurnt in s pot, noteven nshes are
left, so it is with the worlds. Afterwards, in_some extraordinary man.
ner, they again come into existence.  When the Singhalese are asked to
explain how men came into being, tho answer generally given is, that
they are born in consequence of the merit or demerit of actions performed
by thom in previous births, It-is objected that persons must have first
existed before they did snything good or bad, as trées must bo in ex-
istence before they cun bear fruit ; thatit as well might be said that s hen

was hatched from ono of its own oggs, as assert that a inan derived his-

origin from the virtue of his own deeds. ‘This often przzles them, and
they sre prepared 1o listen with more attention to the nccount of ereation
given in the Word of God.

The sceond publication will contain translations of two little tracts,
published by the London Religious ‘T'ract Society. One of them entitled
* Daily Mereics,” shows the numberless blessings we are every day re.
ceiving from God, und the debt of gratitude we owe Him, The other,
*Now! Now!" points out the imporiance of attending to religion im-
mediately and tho awful consequences of procrastination. The third little
work is & translation of a tract called * ‘I'ha Broken Cup. It is de-
-signed to show- the sin_of lving, a-vico-fearfully common-among the
Singhalese, Truly do they deserve the character given of the Cretans,
“always liars.”” Even_in counts of justice, prejury is the rule, truth the
exception.

Vevpans.—I shall now give you a description of the Veddahs or wild
men of the jungle, the descendants of the original-inhabitants of Ceylon.
According to the native annals, Wijeya, the son of an Indian king, land.
od_on the island with 700 followers, nbout 543 p.c. He gradually made

bimself master of: tho country, but some of the aborigines fled-into the

depths of the forests of Bintenne, and there preserved the purity of their
‘race, and their ancient superstitions. The district-they inhabit-lics to the
eastward of Kandy. It is wild-and hilly, with-immense forests scattered
through it. Being occasionally subject to severe droughts, and very un.
healthy, it contains- only -a scanty population, and is seldom visited by

people of other parts of the ialand. It abounds, however, with deer, wild-

elephants, bears, and-cheetahs.

They-aro mnall in staturs,
Theit only
1'h a2 wha eane
‘T'is, when gathered in ewt Into
et the propersiae, the foner eeat 1 then soparated from the outer,
am steifrd inwater £ a fow hours, after this, 1t is beaten botween two
slatrex until it beeomes very soft, smenth, and pliable It is nexi dried,
and as then ready fur uen. I they wish a latger covering, they pew
freces of the bark together swath fibres obiained from the descending
shonts of the banyat tree  "They generally catry about with them bows
and nrrows, their p-ineciple weapons for the chiase,

"The-village Veddahs have nude huts connttucted of branches of treen,
fanetimes with walls and ades, but often without, and open 10 the
weathor all around. They are veually placed agminst Iarge ttece for
wupport. "T'he wallnand roof are furmed by interweaving in the simplost
wanner, the emaller branches, and pinces of bark.  This clase of {”cd-
duhs cultivate small patehes of land, and catry un a litlo traific with the
other natives,

The-forest Veddahs wander from place to- place, and in Jry weather
often sleep under the trees s dunng the rainy soason they slecp in caven
ot overhanging tocks. The fleshiof the deer or oIk In their- principal
atticle of food ; this isuslly eaten boiled or roasted, with yams or such
other edible rootaas are found in the forest.  They are skillful hunters,
and approach-the game s0-stealthily, that they-seldom startls it ; henes
the Singhalese belicve that ne wild animal will By from a forest Veddah,
When the quantity of deer killed is more than they can- consuine, the
surplus is ent into pleces, placed on & wouden fraue over a Rre and
dnied ; it is then sonked in honey, earcfully packed in hark, snd hung up
on A tree, asa supply against future nocessities,  They cat also wild
hoga, monkeys, lizards, and vatious other animnals They never cultivate
the ground, of attempt to raise rice, yams, swcet-potatoes, or othar voge-
tables, although they are sometimes put to sovere sraits by an ocesnional
seatcity of food  ‘The lnst resourco in this case, is to atnp off the bark
of tho wild mango tree, which 1a then pounded and eaten with littla
water,

The Veddahs hunt wild elephants for the sake of their tusks, They
ereep up close to the animal and shoot to the heart.  Should the elephans
charge them, they evade it by their agility and presence of mind, If It
escapes afier being severely wounded, they follow it until it falle from
exhaustion, or by fresh attacks, when, in addition to the ivory, they se-
co;er their arrows. If 0 the Veddah

never went mysell to the Veddah eountry, but 1 had an opportu

in Kandy, of conversing with some of lhcmr.y A Veddnh,wurlrie:'gt.
murder before the supreme court, and three male Veddahs and one female
eame to give evidence, They were exceedingly 1ignotant. T hey could
1ot count beyond five, and even in dving so, they used their fingers.  To
express a-great number they hold up the fingers of hoth hands repestedly
When the Veddahs are told to do anything in six or scvon days’ Vinte, as
many knots must be made on nomcl{um', one of which they locae each
day, and when the last s untied, they do the thing, "Thoss with whom
I spoke, did not know who gave them being.  Whon asked who Buddha
was, the founder of the religion mast prevalent in the island, the eldest
answered, “ [ naver <aw hun” A Buddhism pricet was standing near
with his long flowing yellow robes, the Veddah did not know exactly
what he was, but he said hodid not fike hins because he wore such along
useless dress.  Sickness, in _many cascs, is aseribed by the Veddabe to
the influence of demans.  They thereforo perform devil dances to cure
the discase.  Upon these occasions, they procure cocon-nuse, rice, fruie,
&c., which they offer us sacrifice to the devils, When any of their nusg.
ber dies, they bury him and leave the place. ‘They have no ides of any
siate of existence beyond the gravo; they beliove that they perisk like
tho brutes,

I may mention that the ‘Veddah-was found- guilty, but the sentenes of
death-was commuted to that of imprisonment with hard labour He was
seat to a prison, admirably conducted, near Colombo, and part of the pre.
coding account of his tribe was obtained-from him. Ha is now learning
to read, though very slowly, since he took three months to maser nine

letters.  In.arithmetic he has succceded-somewhat- Letter, as he is pow

able to count as far as eighteen.  Whesn tellin the age of his child
he Apl(cu his hande at such a distanze from tho‘grr»un‘.‘c.u the ho:d'olrt‘l:



