
and fornîulated countess professions of bîshop of ibis See hîs influence would
faith, that always cauîs. near to calling e sussîeedily cstabljsh Arianismni in the East.
(od, and yet nmade himi but a creature. lience the strugîzle to gel rid of the ortbo-
These formulas satisfied Constantine, 'Who dos pastor. Second, a vast numnber of jr.
ordered Athanasius to admit Arius 10 lits regularly ordained bishops. istruders in the
communion. Th e saint refused the Sces of «\Ied Catholic bisho1îs, îeared thse
compromise and was banisbed. Five great champiii)ion who upheld Catholîr unity,
times in ail], under Constantine, Julian and by imliciation condemined thein I
and Valens, was a like sentence passed
on the intrepid defender of oiîr L.ord's
hommor. lie was e\iled inti, Th'race
nnd into Gaul, hie wandtred about the

deserts of 'lhehais, shiring the frugal ineals
o! the Anchorets, and lay concealed in
toinls and cavernis, hîs haunts known only
t0 his clergy. He was drîven fromn bis
cathcdrai and dragL'ed iroin bis native city,
forced lu stand before judges Who had no
jurisdliction to tr> bis case, and accused of
crimes that only such monsiers could
commit, as invented the charges against
hon. Before the Emiieror lie was accused
o! withholding the c orn supply, of nmisai)-
prol)niating reveaue, and of favoring a rival
lu the ilirone, and before the llîshops he
was charged with rape, siiony, wiîi hcraft
and osurder !lDivine Providence lsaffled

%ras tlicir interest to lîroieci their livings, no
matter what tbic cost. l'ut tIse saint ncrer
faltered in his course. le knew nu coiun-

pronmise, welcoiîcd no) triuie, sîîamed ni
energy, feared na danger. Thbe asîienity of
exile nînly whetted bis îen to kcener logic,
and isolation in tbc desert servcd Isut to
etherealie and refine bis stvle. Hîs daîly
isieditation of the scriptures, whiciî he knew
by heari, and is filial ohedience and ai.
tachmîsent t, the centre of Christi-in author.
iîy huoyed hîni in bis struggles for the riglit
and gave depîh, solidîîy and (irder to bis
lîrolific wrîtîngs. Had the doctrine of
Christ's divinity fallen ait tbat tisse, the
churcli could 001 base presented a unîted
front lii the barîsarians in tbe next ceritury.
Thli motive wisuld bave been taken away
froni Christian endeasrir to convert thce

his accusers on one occasion. A suliurned savages, a nd letters, arts and religion would
wonsan fixed lien bharges on a deacon whîim bave shared thse fate of civil governiiseni, a
she inistook for tbe saint, to thse chagrin of fate we read in thse moss l;rown ruins tbat
the Arians, and Bisboîi Arsenius wbosm rover lîaly and Gaul. TUhe lîfe wusrk of
îliey had accused .\tbanasius of msurdeiing, Aibanasius was the provîdential lio in flic
walked into tise court alive to oîsfound 1îatb oif heresy. Nlany of bis îîersei utors,
thir bideous msalice. Nevertlicless the striick by bis unselfiss heroisisi, returned to
l'atriarcb was judged guîlîy and deposed. Ithe faîtb and rejiiecî tifli bhumil by ibeir
He appealed tu tbe Popie and after a trial Isenances. His olisîinacy, as bis enemnies
was aciluitted of ail cbarges brouglit agaînst called bis steadfasintess. revived sermous
bim. Christ's Vîcar een u1sbeld lin tbougbt, and tbouglît conversions. If
wbîle the world struggled to cast lins clown.
And tbis struggle lasted alnsosi bal! a
century.

There are two reasons why Atbanasius
was s0 persîstently assailed, even after the
death o! his personal foc, Arius. Fîrst, the
Alexandrine Sce was nearc t 10 Ro.:se iqi
honor-the Patriardhate (if l'gypt, estali.
lisbed by St. Mark. If a heretie were

abasbed tise îiriiid, nervcd the weak, Ln-
couraged the tiîîid, and arotised the dor.
osatminartyr spirit mn the faithful at large.
WVhile unyîeldîng in faitb, our saint was

mierciful mn discipline, pardoning and spar.
ing wlcre others would bave cxacted more
prolonged penances.

Thus we see tbis great ath'ete made a
spectacle to aniels and moen, like lis Diîvine


