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HALIFAX, N, S. DECEMBER 10, 1863.
ROOXKSBELLING BEFORE THE IN-
VENTION O PRINTING.

Vers few are aware of, and few of
these few give a thought to the invalu-
able advantages enjoyed in our day in
somparison with the cirenmstances of the
time before the invention of Printing.—
Then books were scarce and dear, all
were written in manuscript, and learning
was confined to the clergy and a small
number of the first clisses in Society.
Many noblemen could not sign their
names.

From the writings of a German Pro-
fessor we have some account of the ar-
rangements of the trade in books, from
the eleventh to the fificenth century, in
France and Italy. Trom tlese we ar-
rauge our notices under the four heads
of—Transcribers; the material upon
which they write; dealers in books;
and the prices of buoks.

The business of transcriber was an
important one whenever there was a de.
mand for books. At Belogna the num-
ber was very great, and among them
were many females.  The last mentioned
were compelled by law to find caution
for the safe return of the Looks left with
therm. Rich people spent immense sums
in the ornaments of their books. No
onc was allowced (o cnter into a contract
with a transeriber who wag, at the time,
working for another; and the student
wes required to take the transcriber’s
oath on this point before he concluded
his bargain with him. ‘The latter, if he
perjured himaelf was expelled, and so was
every student who was found to have fur-
ther Jealings with him,

The materials most commonly made
use of in the twelfth and thirteénth con-
turies were parchment and a kind of pa-
per made of cotton.
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of the fourteenth century, I’urc};mcnt
was the fatorite; and there was a law in
Bologna (apparently made to preveut a
scareity) enacting that every manufacturer
of parchment should fiud caution that
two-thirds of what he made should be of
the kind used in making books.

The circumstances of the period were
unfavourable to any trade in books ap-
proximating in the most distant degrec
to that of our days; but it was not go
inconsiderable as one might imagine.
New books, it is true, were only made to
order ; and whoever wanted & copy of a
book had to make bis bargain with a
tra) scriber.

There was a class of mean called Sta-|g
tionarii——mentioned in the statutes of
Bologra in the year 1259—who were en-
joined to keep correct copies of books;
not to sell them v any person out of the
university; nor to raise their hire; nor
to enter into any combinutions with the

{teachera fo substitute mew glosses for

such as were already received. They
were cbliged ta take an oath of fidelity
and fiod securities. Iach was obliged
to have by him copies of works enumer-
ated in a specific list, and the remuncra-
Tion fer lending these books varied ac-
cording to the size, the impertancee, and
the scarcity of the work.

Another occupation of the Station. rii
was the sale of buoks upon commission;
and at Paris the trade of lending books
to transcribers, and that of sclling them
upom cammission, scems, as at Bologna,
to have been criginally united in the same
‘person, to whom sometimes the name of
Stationarius, and sometimes that of Li.
brarius, was given. But alaw of 1323
distinguishes between the (rade of buok-
lender (Stationarins) and that of the
commission salesman (Librarius). Thel,
formcr were forbidden ta sell books with-
out an express permission frum the uni-
versity, while to the latter the trade was
left quite free.

As there were s0 many trades exten-
sively devoted to the manufacture of

books, they zould ncither have been so

Paper mede of liner | very s¢arce ner so dear as hes been sup-

posed. Peris and Bologna wcre tho
towns in which the trade in books was
most active during the middle ages ; but
ino antiquary has dirccted his investiga-
tions in the way of prices.

A RECIPE FOR HAPPINESS,

It is simply, when you rise in the morn-
ing, to form a resoluriun to make the day
a happy oue to a fellow-creature. It is
easily done—a left-off garment to the
man who needs it; a kind word to the
sorrowful ; an encouraging expression to
the s!nvmg—mﬁcs, in themsclves, light
as air— will do it, at least for the twenty-
four hours ; and if you are young, depend.
upon it, it will tell when you are old;
and if you arc old, rest assused it will
send you gently end happily down the

siream of time to eternity. Look at the
result; you send one person—ouly one,

happily through the day; that is, three
hundred end sixty-five in the course of .
the year—aod supposing you live forty

yeurs only, after you commence this

course, you bave made fourteen thousand

six bundred human beings happy, at.all
cvents, for o time. Now, worthy reader,

i this -nat: simgole? and is it wo
zn':comph&nngTg el'hls 1S ‘S0 sn?aolfa '}R

that one needs no red curraut jelly to dis-
guise its flavor, and requires to be taken
but once in a day ; und we feel warrant-
¢d in pre<cribing it—it is most excellent
for digestion.

THE FFOOL'S REPROOT,

There was a certain nobleman, says
Bishop 14ll, who kept a fool, to whom
he one day gave a staff, with a charge
to keep it uatil he shuuld meet with one
who was @& greater foul than himself,
No¢ many years after the nobleman fell
sick, cven unto death. The fool come
to sce him; his sick lord said to him,
1 must shortly lcave you.”—* And
wkither art thou going?” sail the fool.
. ¢ Into another world,” replied his lord-
ship. ** And when will yeu come ..gam ¥
askcd lh.. frol; *witlia a montl "
¢ No,” replicd the nobleman, ¢ \With-
ina ycar ?” said the fool. ¢ No,” was
again the reply. ¢ When then 2 ¥ acked:
the fool. ¢ Never,” szid the nobleman.
¢ Never " repeated the focl 3 * and what
provision hast thou made for thy enter
tainment there, whither thon goest ¥'—
*“None at all!” replied the nobléman.
“No'!” said the fool; *“none at all?
Here, take my staff, [or with zll my. rolLy
I am not guilty of suck fully as this?




