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WEEKLY MISCELLANY.

For the Weckly Misccllany.
HOME,

Mr. Miscellary.  Allow me to congra-
tulate you on your intended appearance as
u candidate for a share of public favour,
ina path of varied usefulness. Your pub-
lishing proposition, as I understand it,
consists in the devotion of a small paper
to the cause of intelligence, and virtue
Muy you be faithful to your bencficial
plan,—and may your readers be improved
by your cfforts, and yourself encouraged
by the patronage which you scck.

I sapposc your columns will have many
appeals to ‘more juvenile readers, as well
as to those of more cxpericnce. Allow
me to enquire if the former, and perliaps
some of the latter might wisely consider
the question,—Have they cver tried to
duly estimate the privileges and the duties
of Home? ‘The vast differcnce which ox-
ists betwecn being the honoured or loved
member of a-happy family, and being an
outcast >—and the many gradations of
those conditions? The ¢ gradations,”
Mtr. Fditor, are of commanding impor-
tance, and therefore I have marked the
word to be printed in what you call italics,
#0 as to give it prominence and emphasis.

Who can cstimate the consequence of
the dneision of youth, when it determines
whether its path shall be on the ascending
scale of integrity, intelligence and vir-
tuc.—or on the fearful descent of disre-
pute, vice and disgrace ;—or, which is
morc frequent, when it makes no choice,
forms no determination, no plan of life,
but wuits idly and ignobly, for some pass.
ing current to direct the momentous out-
set of the voyage of life. Ah! when I
think for 2 minute, of the importance of
the topies here suggested,~I become
aware, that a volume, rather than a brief
communication would be required for their
adequate consideration,

‘Fhe woman of seripture, when, in re.
turn for varied acts of kinduness and hos-
pitality, was urged by the prophet to say
how he might serve ber interests, replied
« I live among my kindred.” He saw
that she enjoyed comfort and competence,
and her auswer appeared to intimate, that
all other reasonable®requirements were
satisficd.  She lived among lher kindred,
her home, juldging from her character,
was aderned by the virtues of love, and
Lenevolanee, and wisdom and prudence
what couid the rulers of the earth offer,
10 (nburns her blessings

A gentle providence, for the most part,
lulls us among the consolations of liome
and kindred, at our carlicst years; and,
mote or less, surrounds our path with their
influences during life's stormy scencs.

In some unfortunate instances, an un-
happy home is the experience; but this,
in the majority of cases, is induced by
folly or vice, and might bs provided
against, by wisdom and virtue,

Let the young learn the incatimadle
value of & happy home ;—Iet them strive
to dcfend and foster its privileges ;—let
them aid all they. can, and that is much,
in forming such a circle,—and let them
shun, as they would a nest of serpents,
the habits which tend to deform and ruin
the sacred precinet.

How varied are the homes of carth, in
reference to their attractions, their cares
and their joys; but, happily, the group in
the poor garret, about the little hearth,
may know the name of ¢ Hame” and un-
derstand its blessings, and respond ta its
duties, as well as the proprietors of park-
surrounded mansions.

A force called gravitation, we are told,
is the mecans of keeping the * Orbs of
Heaven” in their orbits, and of causing
harmony and perpetuity, in systems of
worlds, Home may be deseribed as a
centre of moral gravitation to the orbs of

the social system. 1

It causes the steady duy Ly day revo.
Iuion, about a centre of affection and se-
eurity and duty ;—ana when, comet-like,
some erratic members go from its imme-
diate sphers, it exerts subtle influences,
causing them to look back, frequently and
fondly, and urging return, that they may
draw draughts of light and love from the
native fount,

1low wise to mature thesc home feel-
ings, which so much concern the art, the
science, of individual happiness.  And if
unusually stern circumstances deny the
gdesived realization,—if loneliness and ab-
straction become thé rule,—if misanthropy
whispers instdiously, as Satan at the car
of Eve, how well to repel the tempter,—
to have a homie in the heart,—to have a
spiritual circle of friends and relatives,—
to have n home above the varied maze of
carthly homes,—and to be able to sy,
amid sorcly trying experiences,—¢ e
placeth the solitary in families ;" I have
an house not built by hands”,— I live,”
in a peculiar and higher sense, among
my kindred.”

BUTTERFLIES.

* Oh! see, mamma, the flowers hate
got wingss sce them fly round the gar-
den! excluimed a little gitt of threc
years old. She had ncver been in the
country before, and did not know what
to call the beautiful butterflies she saw
sporting among the flower-beds.  Jt was
a pretty idea, The gorgeous dress of the
butterfly is cqualed only by the briliant
colours of the tulip and the rosc, and they
may well be called the flowers of the ire
sect tribe,

It would take many pages to write
only the names of all the diffcrent kinds
of butterflies. Every country has thou.
sande of different species; almost cvery
plant gives nourishment to some different
kind of worm which is afterward changed
toa butterfly, They differ in sixe, colour,
general- appearance, and habits. Some
of them axe deessed in plain drab, others
are gaudy, with the brightest colours.
There are some specimens little larger
than a pin's head, and some whose wings
spread more than six inches. Many fly
only by night, while others sport in the
sunshine, The plainly-dressed specics
are called millers, beeause their coats afe
pear as if dusted with flour. If you ex-
amine the wing of & butterfly or miller
with a good microseope, you will pereeive
that this dust is composed of delicate and
beautifu) little scales, arranged as regu.
Jatly as the feathers upon a bird., No
artist, save the Divine Creator, could
make sueh exquisite workmanship as is
there shown.

Some people have the mistaken ides
that the small butterflies are young ones,
which in time will increase in size; but
winged insects do not grow. Al the
growing, and most of the eating, is done
before they get their wings.

A butterfly, like most other inseets, i<
fourd in four different forms before com-
pleting his life: these are the egg, the
larva, tue pupa, and the imago. The exg
is laid Ly the winged inscct. It is scl-
dom larger than a pin’s head, and fre-
quently so small as to e scarcely visible
to the naked eye. The larva is hatchedt
from the cgg. Larva means a mask.
While in this state, the insect has the
form of a worm; he is thus * masked™
under a different guise from that in which
he will finally appear. ‘the eating and
growing are mostly accomplished during
the larva state. The black and red hairy
caterpillars, so common cverywhere in
summer time, are the larve of the Tiger
moth. They subsist on the leaves of any
plant on which they may be found ; nettle
leaves are their favorite food.

The skin of a worm, or caterpillar, dods
not grow; and he soonbecomes too larige
for his clothes. Then the skin splits
along the Uack of the neck, and the erca-
ture comes out soft, moist, and helpless,
but the new skin soon hardens, and the
worm is ready for another foast,  Lael



