
n1e >Mtui anb .fforti-gn laecorb.

4. God is more wiiling o Batve ils titan
we are t0 bo saved, ver. 15, 16. Mat
xnxxi. 37.

5. The danger of iingering whien God
iq urginig nis. ver. 16.

6. God %wiiI Iot save us agninst our
wilis, ver. 17.

.'Ifie danger of resting i anYtlxiug
short oif christ.

8. The danger. of ivorlxlly conformity,
and cvil teouipxsions. Lot choose Sodoi
froi ivorldily coxîsiderations, and reaped
Iittxer fruit.

9. Tite danger of looking back, ver 20.
It0. W'lxt ai prîviiege to have a godly

fricnd, praying for us, ver. 29 ; Luke xxii.
.12; 1 ýJohn ii. 1.

I)OCT]tiNr TO DI' l'ROVEFD.

God's pcole under the care of augets.
Ps.xxxiv. ï; Matt. iv. 6; Acts xii. 7-10;
licb. i. 14,

TIIIRD SAI3IATI.

Sun-iUECT: Thle barrenx Jiq.tree. Luke
xiii. 1--9.

V. I.-Of the slatnghlter of thes Gali-
leans, '%va have no trace ini histort-. B3e-
twecn Pilate the governor of Judea and
Herad the governor of' Galilec there was a
standin2t quar-el (Luke xxiii. 12); and
ihiese quarreis were ofren espoiised bv
iheir respective subjects. '1'iese Gaiîean«s
ivcre offèring sacrifices in the temple at
Jernsalcin, ivhierc Pilate campe upon then>
and plu themn to dcath.

Ver. 2.-Suppose le ?-Fronl this ques-
tion we infer that the narrators of this
caiamity, regardcd it as 1 iroof of the Sig-
Bal %vickeulncess of the slaughitered men.
We have ant instinctive perception of the
inseparable connection Ihctween sin and
suffering. Sec Aets xxxiii. 4.

V. a.-J1 tell you, ray. Thxough sin
aia suffiring- arc alwhays conneeted, it is
flot aur part to judge of men's character
(rom the Rfflictio'ýs thiat hiefail then in this

V life. Job's frienils errcd in doixg so, and
the righîecous often suifer more in this
lifé, than the wieked. Judgments failing
on others arc calis to us 10 repent.

V. 4, 5.-As confirrning the same prin-
riple, Jesus refers to the death of eighteeni
miea fron> the faliing of Siioam, and draws
froi it the saine warning. Mark, Jestis
does flot say thesa mein 'ere ixot sinners,
nor does lie xlenv ail connexion betwveen
iheir uin andi thir punishinent. le simp-
Iv warns against the error of supposing
tiat ihose ivho escaped these calamities
were less sinfal, and cscaped on thxat nc-
ount. God xnay hear long with groat
siiîer; and to illistrate this trutx the par-
able is ad(lcd.

V. 6.-The owner of the fig trec is
God; the v ineyard is the profcssing church;

the lig trec represenits, in the first instance
thec Jcwfish people, and tîxeix ail profcss-
il)ng citristians within the entclostnre of the
visihle chxurcîx. Tfite fruit expectexi i; de-
scribed ini Gal. v. 22, 23. 'fo expect fruit
ivas reasontablo, anti the dli.s2ippointtnenit
proportionately great. Sec Isa. v. 1-7.

Vi'. 7-!9.--)re.ýsr-t ie gard ener, relire-
senfing the Savioxîr. These thre yea,s-
bv these sorue have understood the iniffs-
try of Moses, then, of the prophets, amai,
Iast, of Christ. Soîne refer Hh to the
three vo-ays of Chîrist's ininistry. Others
applvinig it 10 inîlivîduals, understand,
chiltihoofi, manhood, oid age. Thie nican-
ing is, the Lord coines often, and more
espociaiiy nt partixcuiar juîîc(tiires ini our
1it2é. cnit it dollcn, Sec Mlatt. vii. 19 ;
Mitrk xi. 13, 14. Ciiiiiberetx thle groîznd.
No: only by occupxying spare that inight
ho more proftably filicd, bxut hy injuriuig
the groiiiîd-,%vasting it. Lord, let it alone.
Thiîs is Christ's intercession), se Joh
xxxiii. 122--24; Zcch. i. 12; fIeh. vii. 25.
If it bcar fruit, welt. Thxe vine-dresser in-
tercedes, inot that the trec înay stanud for
ever, thougli it continue bar-ren, but only
for a year, that otixer inens inay be îried;
and if these are îlot sîîccessful, then even
lie will consent to have it eut dowNv.

LLsso-,.

i. Insteadi of judging otixers, let us re-
gard -ail the eaiainDities happening around
us as so many warnings and catIs to repant-
tance.

2.. We are like this tree. God lias plaed
lis within the visible churni' anai givenl us
rirli and abundant menuis of grace,-lie
bible, the sahhath, parents, teftviiers. Coin-
pare your privileges iil the state of the
heatheni.

.3. Fruit is reasonably expected; andi
not only the fruit of sorial and moral
virtue, as truth andi honesrv andi kindnxcss;
hut the fruits of 'the spirit, faitix, repentance,
love and holiniess.

4. Observe how earuestI- God looks
cftrus. -le coimes oftcn andi looks anxious-

y for fruit. Every inercy, every affliction,
everv death, evcry sahhaîlx, is a visit froin
Godf seeking fruit. Read, Psalin cxxxix.

5. God's patience lias a litait. Eccles.
vi ii il1; Prov. i. 24-3 1.

6. Ilow tnuch do we oNve ta the inter-
cession of Christ. But eveni ha asks oniy
ay car, andi then, if no fruit, he consents to
have it eut iàown.

DOCTRINE TO BE PROVFD.

Christ expeets fruit front lus professing
people. Matt. vii. 16-27 ; Jolin xv. 8;
Col. iii. 1-43.
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