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relatives,” €4 Dut, my gond sir,” replied 1 & movement of kindly feeling must be kept up
tha pentleman, * several of the most distin. | by an unromitting interchange of these little

guished characters experts your company, aed
will be very gled to s2 yon.”  Racine showed
him the carp. sayine, © Here, sir, is our little
meal —then says baving provided sucha treat
for me, what apology can 1 make for notdine
ing with my children 2 Neither they nor
my wife could have any pleasure ineating a
bitof it withcut me 3 than pray beso obliging
25 to mention my cxcuse to the Prince of
Condey and my cther iilustrious friends,”
The gentlman did so—and not only his serene
Lighuess, but all the company present, pro-
fessed themselves more delighted with this
proof of the poer’s faithful tenderncss as a
hohand and a father,than they possibly could
Live Lecn with Lis charming conversation,

1t must be confessed, that harmeny, peace,
and pleasurz, are not found in any families
where they might vaturally be expected. Va-
vious causes will account for this.  Education
is conducted in so preposterous a mode, that
it should alinest scem domestic happiness fore
med no part of the ultimate design. The
murriage union. too, is the result of subtle
iutrigue or sordul interssts rather than a vir-
tuous att.chment originating in mutual syme
pathy awd congeniality. Sometimes pomp
a:.d parade destruy the skill and taste, has ex=
patiated on this topic, and presented a fine
contrast in the characters of Aurelia and
Fulvia,

We et with persons who display much

winning attentions which are required to
sweeten all uman society.  Yet tenderuess,
though full and overflowing, will not suffice,
unless accompanied by a dignity aad decorum
which commaud esteem and respect. Those
who would enjoy domestic delight ought to be
reminded that they will be more likely to
gain their point by studying to pass their
time usefully, than by making it over in re-
gular distributed portions to ease and  plea-
sure. Many persons wonder that the enchant~
ments which bards have sung should be want~
ing in the retreat to which they have long
fondly Jooked. But maun cannot be happy in
any situation without an expansion of mind,
abrisk flow of ideas and spirite, and a lively
sense of the worth and importance of those
talents which aregiven by the great Creator
to be occupied and improved. It is evident
that where present ease and gratification are
exclusively scught, the domestic circle must
first be invaded by weariness and apathy and
afterwards by chagrin and disgust—but the
pursuit and communication of knowledge, the
culture of friendship, the exercise of charity
and faith—in a word, the assiduous discharge
of personal and relative duties, and the proper
use of every advantage which Providence hath
bestowed, fail to givea wholesome currency
aad purity to the thoughts, aud a sprightly
cheerfulness to the feelings of the heart.

‘The house which is dedicated as a temple to

vivacity and pulitencss  in mixed pany

God b the mansion of peace and con~

alroid, but at home they are sullen, unsoci-
Their good
honour and good manners aro reserved, like
their bust apparel, for holiday visits, and are
pat anay the et they enter their own
r1esidences. ns i1 *eo precious for everyday use.

To sceure tizeside comiort and homeborn
happivess somuinag ticre is necessary than a
Lcat sRug mativiase surrounded with gardens
and lawns, wiere fowers aud shrubs, and
shady waiks, are kept in the nicest orders
Yamily bickerings and strife would turn an
Eden itself. into a desart, It is of littleavail
to furnish the house, and cultivate the ground
in.the best style, if the minds of the inhabit»
ants.are vacant.and ;uncultivated,, . Nor will
a few bright _insulated maxims, and -soft .s00-

abley irritable, awml captious.

thing sentiments .from -the .pages. of figtion-{:

ant. poetryy have- thaldesived end «  Fha play:

cord, loveand joy. Religion sheds a hallow-
ed iofluence over the most endearing relations
of life, corrects acerbity of temper, purifies
the springs of sympathy, and enlivens the pre~
sent life by the glowiog prospects of futuyity.
Nor is the man a blank in the world whose
lot is comparatively obscure, provided piety
and virtue prompt his actionsand pervade his
comforts and his caresa ¢¢ He,'’ says an able
wrirery, *who praises God on aten. stringed
instrument, whose authority extends no fac-,
ther thau his owsi family. nor his example be~ |
yond his own neighbourhood, may have as
thankful a heart here, andas high.a.pkce in .
the celestial choir hereafter,. as the, greatese .
thonarch who prases God on an, ipstrumentof .
tea thousand strings,and upon the. loud sound=.,
ing organe having us any millionayof, piposs-
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