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The Dignity of Agriculture as a Fursuit,

[PART 01 4> ADP™Ls3 PLLIVERED BEFORE THL HAYAVILLE
FARMERS' CLTB.]

Fanumse may Mgitimately claim the bigh attribntes
of & manly, luourable, and independent pursuit.
Manly, becau<e it evokes the physical reguisites of
endurance. Henco the hardihood which has ever
made the peacantry of o country its bedt defenders.
Honourable, because it parsuit compromises not the
dignity of the moat eminent of our fellowz,  Indepen-
dent, becanso the facmer solicits no man's patronaze
or protection. History inculeates that tho firat
symptoms of the decline ol nations can be traged to
their negleet of agricultare ; and 1t i3 but fuir to
assumo that the past may boe regarded as a telerable
index of the fatare. Now, without prognosticating
aught 8o disastrous to Canady, it i3 pitiful to observe
a too prevalent dislike, in many of our young meo,
to becomo yeomen of the soil,—a contempt for the
occupation of their fathers. The truth of these
assertions is Lest illustrated by the swarm of impro-
vized M. D, and school teachers, who cannot even
astound with * words of learned length and thunder-
ing sound,” inundating theland. Add tothezeahost
of {oung fellows behind shop counters, occupied in
doing that which thelr sisters could perform eyually
well, and cerfainly much moure gracefully, and you
have a state of things to contemplate far from satis-
factory. We aro quite aware that all professions and
trades are the essentials of communities.  But Carada
must claim for agriculture the first place in that econo-
miy;. Wo can only trast that the children of the soil
wihto desert it for, probably, less honourable pursuits,
ml::f inherit tho patient industry, energy, and fortitude
which enabled their gires to conquer a homestead
from the wilderneas. Probably several professions
dermand higher intellectual attainments than i3 abgo-
lut..y needful to the farmer; but there i3 no pursuit
in which a sound discrimiaative judgment is more
necesaary. The science of chemistry, to a certain
extent, is indispensable to the farmer, and I would
suggest the propriety of our common schools teach-
ing, at least, s simple clementary course of that
science, A boy might be made conversant with the
constituents of the air he broathes, something of chemi-
cal affinities, the gases caused by fermeatation, the
different chemical acids for their retention, evapora-
tion, formation of dews, &e.
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A Curiosity in the Plongh-Line,

Tae following somewhat sensational item of Agri-

cultural intelligenco i3 communicated to the Iuwra
Homestead by a correspondent :

“J have tbought it would be interesting to your
numerous readers, and cspecially the farming com-
munity, to learn of a late invention of L. B. Hoi, of
Cedar Falls, Towa, which consists of a glass mould
board for a plongh. Among the numersus inventions
for the benefit of tha farmer, and labour-gaving ma-
chines, this plough promises to be a greatest bless-
ing. This plongh was patented Jan. 9th, 1856, and
promises to effect a great reform in tilling the soil, as
tho experiment on_its trial last fall is proven b
many witnesses, and in-soils of various conditions it
exceeded tho most sanguine expectations of its
friends, and it is thougbt will sapplant all other
ploughs now in use, especially in the Western and
Southern country. The inventor claims among other
things for this plough, that it will scour under all
circumstances and in all soils—it will run one-third
casier, cost Iess money, never rust by the rain or
dew, or other exposure ; benee i3 adapted to all soils
where metal hoards will nof scour or clean. It has
heen said that some farmers have left the Des Moines
Valley, for the reason that they could not till the soil
with such ploughs aswere in use, and if so, thisis
just the ;)lough for them, and all they can desire in o
plowghs

The idea i3 certainly o brilliant one!
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Proritasre Farume.—A friend states that Mr
James Peacock, of Walworth, Wayne Co., N. Y., grew
last season, on four and onc-half acres ot orchhrd,
$3,354.90 worth of fruit. Ha offers $50 reward to
the farmer who will beat that. This is hard to beat,
in a season when apples are scarce, but read this :—
Mesars, J. & G. Greenway & Co., of Syracuse, N. Y.,
harvested last scason from four acres of hop garden,
$900 per acre—making $3,600 from four acres. This
beats the fruit orchard—and in o season when hops
were a fatlura.

Stork Depuaviment,

Lambing,

As the geason when sheep prodace their young is
fast approaching, o few remarks on the subject of
lambing will not be decmed inappropriato :

Among the principal causes of the fatality that so
often offects ewea at this critical season, ranks fore-
mo3t what i3 understood by tho term ¢ bad condition.”
Neot emaciation pecessarily; a8 bad condition may
be associated with plethora, but a general unbealthy
<tite of the syatem, bronght on probably by neglect
and deficient diet for somo time past; shottness of
Leap i3 aae of the misfortunes which no foresignt can
ulways ubviate ; but the farmer should always strain
a point to keep his ewe3 in good order, not by any
means to fatten them, but to preserve what i3 well
understaod by “healthy condition.” A moderate
quantity of good bay, with a fair proportion of well
harveated pea banlm or straw, cut and steamed when
practicable, will compensate for a bad supply of
yooty, and should always be liberally used in connec-
tion with them. The erormous percentage of water
in roots renders them objectionablo as the almostsole
article of diet, particularly as tho time of parturition
approaches, when the bulk necessary to furnish the
raquisit~ nourishment is inconvenient to tho animal,
and a drier food, proportionately nutritious, Is desir-
able.

No amount of care, to fnsure a high stato of health,
can bo deemed superfluous, asunder the most favour-
ablo circumstapces the period of parturition is o
crisis in the agimal economy. The extraordinary ex-
citement, nervous and muscular, with the necessary
exhaustion, tell always most injurionsly, and often
{atally, on debilitated constitutions.

The ewe continues in labour longer than most
other animals; hours are frequently passed without
any progress being made, while the pains occur at
frequent intervals. not so strongly as in those apimals
in which the act i3 more rapidly performed, aund
weakly subjects frequently guccumb yduring labour,
or immediately after it, never recovering from the
collapse. In other instances, excessive reaction fol-
lows, reaalting in fever, which is almest uniformly
fotal. This vascular excitement has its centre in the
uterug, the lining membrane of which, after death, is
found nearly black and rotten. The affection may be
designated inflamuation of the womb, 6r puerperal
fever,” and virtually consists in an extension of the
uterine irritation to the whole nervous system, angd
an excessive vascular action is & natural conse
quence Subjeets of the disease dio at various periods,
from four or five hours fo a counle of days, after
lambiog ; the symptoms are—uneasiness, panting,
and alternatelyr grinding of the teeth; the external
parts continue red and swollen, and the discharge of
dark coloured fluid, partly composed of blood, is
constant.

The extreme fatality which commonly attends this
disease, and tho rapidity of its course, render any of
the ordinary anti-inflammatory plans of treatment
practically useless, as none but powerful agentshave
tho slightest chance of acting in time to avoid the
usual results. Aconite, a valuable remedy in all in-
flammatory attacks, is by ouly one, perhaps, that can
with confidence be suggested for thesu cases; and if
cmployed when tho first appearances of uncasiness
aro seen, its effects are marvellonsly rapid. In
Europe. Fleming's tincture of aconite is mostly used,
and tho doge carefully apportioned. The mest sumple
courso is to put ope drachm into a pint bottle, 411
up with pure water, and give a small table spoonful,
zay threo times in the course of two hours, or even
every half hour, until o quiet condition follows, after
which an eccasional dose will [suffice to keep up the
seditive offect ; o slnglo dose has often. arrested the
excitemont at onco ; and sincs in very decided cases

morked seditive action. During the treatment, the
ewo should bo bouzed and Kept warm, dry and par-
ticularly quiet.  Sheep are capecially sensitive to
interference, and, at tholast gasp, will struggle to e3-
ca{;o tho touch of o stranger.

nnecexsary violence i3 o fraitful source of loss
among owed.  When uamistakeablo symptoms of
lambing aro obaerved, the ewe should bo carefally
watched, but not interfered with, as tho possibility i3
that pature will Snish her work without extra aid,
which, when prematurely and injuriously rendered,
will be sure to do harm, sometimes to a falal degree,
I, however, after o xeasonablo time, no sdvance of
the footus takes place, tho shephera may eavefally ex-
amine it3 position, and if all bo right, leave matters
alone : if tho mother bo exhausted, or the fictus
wrongﬁ presented, judicious assistanco is then indis-
pensable,  But this should be dono with much care,
with o view to aid, rather than force, nature, and
everything ay()ﬁ)maching to violenee (so often fatal)
ghould be studiously avoided.

Taversion of the womb, generally produced by
straining, sometimes by unskilful handling, i3 occa-
slonally fatal, and always permanently injurions to
the animal, especially for breeding. The protruding
viscus ghonld be carefully cleaned and retarned, the
animal’s hinder parts being subsequently propped up,
to facilitate its retention, and o dose of the aconite
mixture will usually prevent a recurrence of the
steaining efforts. Where the womb i3 obstinately ever-
ted again ‘and again, o strong suture :s sometimes

laced across the external opening, with success; or
Yn tho event of this failing, a ligature may bo placed
round the neck of the organ, close to the guarter,and
the protruding part excised. This operation isoften
successfully performed, althoughithere is morereason
to feav the'resnlt of inflammation after excision, than
dificolty in returning the uterus to itssitnationagaln.
Ewes that survive theso operations should be af once
fattened for the butcher. .

After delivery has been effected, and the ewe I3 ap-
parently doing well, there are occasionally some
minor difficnlties to hesurmounted. Among them are
swelling and hardening of the udder, with the forma-
tion of abscess. This disease often oceurs in cold,
wet geasons, and thongh seemingly of trifiing impor-
tance at firsty a considerablo number of apimals die
from the irritation, and many are verivl seriowgly in-
jured. At the commencement, when the swelling is
first observed, the shepherd should spply fomenta-
‘tions ; the animal suffering should be placed under
shelter, and have plenty of drystraw to lie onj a
sraall dose of Epsom salts (one ounce) may be given,

.and as soon as the swelling and heat have subsided, a
fittle stimulant may be used with frietion ; an oint-
ment compozéd of iodide of potassium with twelve
partg of lard, is very good for the purpose. If the
sheep be suffered to remain on the cold, damp soil,
the circulation in the gland is ultimately arrested,
and the part becomes a dead masy, that rots by de-
grees away, gradually impregnating the system with
a quantity of decomposed matter. In such cases,a
free dissection of the diseased part is the only course
that promises a chance of success; most commonly,
however, the subject sinks, from the weakness engen-
dered by the combined irritation and poisonous influ-
ence of the discased organ.

A spccessful lnmbin;ir geason, in & great measure
depends upon a properly constructed, well defendeX’
ewe pen, a sufficient quantity of nutritious food, aud,
sbove all, a careful shepherd, well acquainied with
his duties, and concientiously desirous of perfox
them—one who will watch for symptolus of o possibie
mischief, and hasten to repair it, who i3 scrupulously
cleanly, and light ond tender in his touch in rendez-
ing necdful assistance. Furnish such 4 msn with a
bottle of aconite mixture, gnaterml for gruel, 8 few
simple comforts, and facilities for hieating abundanco
of water, and there will be no need to apprehend—
adverse circumstances out of the question—any very
“bad luck,” during tho lambing time.

Maxoe or Bary Itco.~This is often a troublesome
disorder. Itis contagious and liable to run through
the whole herd if not arrested. It makes its appear-
anceo more frequently about the head of the animal,
but extends to other parts of the body, causing much
annoyance to stock and giving it o very unsightly
appearance. The diseaso is very easily cured, by
mingling sulphur with oil orlard, and applying the
mixtare to tho diseased parts.  Sulphur is asovereign
remedy for many diseases of tho gkin, and i3 used
internally with success by many stock-men for pro-
moting the health and thrift of domestic animals.
When uged for this purpose i is mingled in small
qaantities with salt and is readily taken in this way.
Animals kept n;l)on dry food for six months of the

¢ar are moro liable to confract diseases on such
ood than while at pasture, and sulphur fed in the
way suxégestcd, serves an important purpose in puri-

not moro than two would bo necessary to produce o

-

fyi o blood and in oromoting health.—{tica
Terad. g !



