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From the London Christian Observer.

BISHOP OF CHESTER’S CHARGE, 1833.

A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocese of Ches-'

ter, in 1835, By John Bird Sumner, D.D., Loxd Bishop'
of Chester. . -
. Tre pious and judicious writer of this valuable
harge seems struggling, amidst the multitude of his
~ topics, to know to which to give the chief promineace;
feeling the necessity both of grounding every thing
Solidly upon the broad general principles of the Gos~
Pel, and of exemplifying the working of those prin.
ciples in some of the peculiar duties which the cir-
tumstances of his Reverend auditors more especially
involve. The first of these considerations is never
“lost sight of ; the essential doctrines of Chbristisnity,
and their bearing upon a minister’s own persooal
hepes of salvation and his responsibility to God for
the discharge of bis bigh functions, being the sub-
Mratum of tbe whole address; spd upon this are
founded such beads of practical exhortation as the
exigences of the times sppear to the Right Rever-
end Prelute to demand.
. Ia alluding to the interests which are engaged in
Opposition to our Church,bis Lordship remarks :—
¢ It.is time for us te look round, and examine her
tate, and prove the strength of her foundations and
er bulwarks. It becomes us to take especial heed
that she present no weak point to the adversary,
through any fault or neglect of ours. It becomes us
lo seek and implore that grace which may strength-
en and animate our souls, and unite our hearts as the
art of one man in fulfilling the great objects of our
ministry. The greater the external difficulties, the
tloser ‘ought to be the internal union. The danger
Which threatens from witbout is much diminished,

When there is vigour and energy within. Whilst, how-

&ver, we teet the attack which is made upon us with
the zeal and firmness of those who believe that their
£ause is righteous, we must also meet it in thé spirit
of meekness and humility, remembering ¢ whosa we
Are, and whom we serve.” Te act otharwise would
be o despige the chastening of the Almighty.” . The

ord’s voice crieth usto tbe city, and the, man of
Wisdom shell see his name : Hear ye the rod, and
Who hath appointed it.” Ged deals with churches, as
| With individuals ;-aod says unte them, “In the day.of

- Mdversity, consider.” The Church of England, which
%om the time of the Reformation bas been the pillar
of Christian truth, was established byHis providence,
dnd can never be impaired, except by bis permission.

is his building, :,and. if he suffers it to be shaken,
oy duty is {o examine and inquire, and see if there
Way be any ground for his displeasure.” o

It would be difficult fo cluster together a larger num-

T of important duties in fcwer .words.  Zeal and
Aetivity, internal reformation, the aid of Diviue grace,
Yaion, humility, and attention to the ‘voice of God
Yheaking to us, are all urgently enforced in this short

Dassage. * . ~ )
His, Lordship, is very far indeed from doubting that
&e Church of E’agland, willbe spared and perpetuated,

Notwithsfanding all the w.achinations of evil or mis-
dudging men agaiast her. ‘ ' a
- ** Believing, as I do, that our Church has been
Manted by H%s providence, and nurtured under His
sare, that she may fulfil Lis gracious purposes in ex-
lﬂmlin‘; the kingdom of his dear Son : believing, as
Udg, that the tree is sound at beart, being rqoted in
Yeriptyral truth, and nolrished by wholesome doctrine:
b&lie_ving that its soundness may be kaown by its fruite,
the excellent fruits which it has borne,.and is capa-
hlg of producin st:il more plentifully : believing this,
I,»Seé grounds of hope and confidence even in our pre-
%nt eircumstances. God is not casting vs forth as

2
b"'ll'eth fruit
2 » ; , o
- 8till gur Heavenly Protector is not without just
» of disple«sure egainst us : and in two things in
tticular the excellent Prelate remarks the Church
7. Bogland has feiled of discharging its obligatiors.
Ue firat s, in wot -building churches equal to the ne-
e"liﬁgg of her largely jucreased population ; and the.
Cond .is,.in 110t adqup}y_ following up the pub!.rc
Beang of race With.private.pagtoral labour. We wili
?“‘tera; ew passages i proof-of the Christi
Fhese. with which big Lordship shews our culpabi-
lies and presert position in regard to our beloved and

,The ¢ purgeth it, that it may bear more

barren, unprofitable branch ; but as a “ branch that|

an faith-,

venerated Church and the religious culture of the peo-’
ple, with a view to point out -what is our duty under
such circumstavces, and what is the remedy for such
evils. - .
¢ All'impartial judges,whetber interested 1n our church
orno,will acknowledge the obligstions due to ber during
the past century, for the support whbich she has con-
stantly rendered to the great cause of Revelation.
Whenever an enemy appeared, either under the form
of heresy or iufidelity, there has always been a store
of learning and of zeal 10 repel the sttack; weapens
laid up in readiness, and hands prepared to wield
them. But we cannot so truly affirm, that in the age
which is gone by she sufficiently kept in view the charge
which she had undertaken, the religious culture of
our-people, in all their divisions and subdivisions. She
confined herself too mueh to certain times and limits;
entrenched berself bebind established usage aud legal
requirement ; whilst unprovided flocks were ¢ wander-
ing in the mountsins,” and crowds were remaining
i¢idle in the market-place,’ because ¢ no man had bired
them.” She has been slow to adapt herself to the al-
tered circumstances of (he country ; has remained
fized and stationary, whilst all around lier has been
progressive snd expansive. ' :
“ It was sufficiently shewn by the snecess which at-
tended the irregular exertivns of Wesley and his fol-
lowers, what the people needed, and whst would en-
gage the affeetions of the people. But no disposition
appeated to profit by the example, snd to supply to
neglected hamlets, or hearers excluded from the
cburch, through their regular pastures, the food
which they wera seeking elsewhere and from other
haods. It was forgotten, that when a parish extend-
ed over many miles, a cousiderable portion of its in-
bsbitants roust necessarly be precluded from anyre-
gular attendance on the worship of the parish church.
It was forgotten that the soul is not paturally disposed
to ¢ seek the things that are above,” and requires to
be continually watched, and roused, avd led onward.
Thete were indeed always some, butthey were com-
paratively few in number, who looked upon the ex-
ample of the Apastle.ss applicable (o themselves,
who ¢taught bath publicly, and from bouse to house,
testifying repentance toward God and faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ;’ who seemed to remember
that they had engaged to set one objeet before them
as the buciness of their lives, how they * might warn
every mao, and teach every man in all wisdom, that
they might present every map perfect in-Christ Jesns.?
‘It belongs to the condition of our nature that ad-
vaotages are not unmixed; and nesr to the good which
we possess lies some attendant evil. Thercfure there
isdanger even counected with the systemi which we
extol and wphold : there is danger lest endowment!
should lead to indolence ; lest the temporal provisicn
should be enjoyed, the spiritual obligation neglected, !
And no one who looke back on the past ‘century with an
enlightened and impartisl view, will deny that some of
this danger was realized in the genéral condition of!
our church, e :
“““The countics with which-w2 are ourselves con-
icerned furnish a siriking, but by no means a singu-
lar, example.: The populstion of Leauesshire and
€heshire, in the year 1800, consisted of 864,000, per-
lsons, In 1820 the number exceeded 1,300,000, Du-
ring that period of twenty years, only fifteen:churches
were erected, with Accommodation for about 16 000,
toreceive the vastaddition of 460,000 people. These
were chiefly coufined to one spot: eight out of the
fifteerr were in the immediate.nieighbourheod of Liver-
pool. Perbaps 5,000' more seats may have been gain-
ed by the eniargement of existing buildings:.- Still,
nineteen-twenticths eut of every additionel hundred
thensand, were left neglected and unprovided. The
inational church deserted them, and left - its duty;’ if]

+

'perfora ed at all, to be performed by others, ' ‘Sethaut

rated Society as the almoner of private bsunty, came
vt last into the field, it wss pre-oceupied, and we
havé since been sttempting, under great disadvantage,
to regain the position which hias beetr taken.

“Now we know 1t tobe God’s providential ordinance,’
the rule bf his moral government, that in cases of this-
kind the sius of the fathers are visitéd apon theé chil-
dreh ¢ whto the third and feurth generatisn.” In (he

nature ‘of thifigs it rust ‘be so. The defecis of g,
church in ore agé, of whatever kind, whatler secu-
larity, or negligence;-ot unfaith(ulaess, are chiefly vi-
) I

when the Stuste by a libera] grant; and the Incorpo- -

sible in their effects &pon the age which succeeds’
These effects are not removed, that character is rot
suddenly changed, Jike the colours of a laudscspe,
because the sun has at last burst foyth. The evil pre-
dueed by long indifference and supineness remains even
when indifference has become zeal, and supineness
beensucceeded by Jaborious exertion. Nsy, that zeal,
and those exertions, muy inflame rather thau allay the
ho:tility which has been created, and exasperate the
prejudices which huve been imbibed.

¢t Such is our position. And where, you will just-
ly ask, is the ground of eonfidence and eonsolation?
My consolation is, that if the church has not retsired
an universal hold upon the affections of the people;
the cause is not found in any imperfection of her own,
any inherent evil, but in errors which are remediable,
and which we are already in the way to remedy. - Cer-
tainly the faull is not ber own, not the fault of her
constitution. Her constitution is that which the Apos-
tles themselves set up, as far as their means allowed.
Her doctrines are the ¢ form of sound words,’ received:
from the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself.
being the chief corner stone. She has prescribed a
diligent precaution, thather ministers should be ‘apt
and ‘meet for their learning and godly conversation to
exercise their ministry duly.’ Her purpose is excel-.
lent, that every sheep should have a fold, aud every.
fold a shepherd. :

‘¢ But this our vantage ground we have suffered our-,
selves to lose. Ve have not multiplied the shepberds,
as the flocks became more numerous : we heve not.
added fresh folds, when our enclosures had becomna
too full and ever-crowded.

‘“ If throughout the National Church & due serse
had heen maintained of the wretohedners of spiritual.
ignorance, of the consequences of untepented sin, of
the value of the IRedeemer’s saciifice, ard of the abli~ -
gation en the part of his people, and more especially
of -his miuisters, to extend bis kingdom, objections
would et once have given way, which were too long
allewed to preclude the extention of our church. lma-
ginary privileges, and .even real jnterests, would
have been ceded, to advance. still greater juterasts.
A paramount desire for the glory of our God and Sa-

jviour would have overcome the persqral feelings of
;jealousy, rivalry, or private advantage. It would have,

been seen that the tiaie was come when men were
called upon ‘ to seck not their own, but the thiogs
;whicb-areJesus Christ’s. ¢ If thou forbear to deliver
them that.are drawn unto death, and:tbose that are:

'ready to be slain; if thou. seyest, Behold, ‘we knew-

it not,. ; dath not He that .pondereth the heart congi~
der it; and shall he not render to every maa acgord-
ing to bis works? : :

¢ Certain it is,

that our ch\‘xrch,vplace(-i asit were-
‘on-high, set .up as

¢ a light to lighten every: man thst
cometb into the. world,” must fulfil the purpose for
which it was set up, or it will be no lorger vaiued,.
defended or maintained. Men wil dot prize a church,
as they might:adnire = statue, for-the beauty of.itsi
fealures, or the symmetry of its form.: the-mauth
must speak the words of edification, and the limbs move
as their uses are-requited.. @ur church, our misistry, :
will be loved and valued in proportion as it is practi-:
cally effective. - SR -
¢“'Phe srguments whieh have been lutely revived
against the unlawfalness. or against the expedienry
'of an establishrent, are so unreasonable and unserip-
tural, that they can serve no purpose except that of:
popular declamation before a fuvourable sudience. -
The only argument which we need pow fear must. be-
drawn' from ‘its inutility or inefficiency ; and this ¢an’
have no force as long as it is practically disproved.”.

For the Colonial €hurehmarr,”

MI$§10KARY ANECDOTE.—No. 3.

Qne of the Missionariés (Fairburn) (o Australasia, in
1833, stated, that arriving one evening near one of the
villages, he and his party soon were surrounded by a nun-
ber of interesting and intelligert natives, who seemed
much interested in their christian visit. The Chief press-
ed them to remain, saying, ¢ Thisland is yours, coire and”
live here 1" The following dat)(,-?ndlller- band of villagers
repeated this o!:fcr, q_rid‘;ga\‘o ihe p@ilanghrqisis,lhe choice
of their most fruitfulluds. 2 o



