May 1889

THE ILLUSTRATED JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE.

69

than if they were token from the ewes and carried to a new
place. ‘The truth is, that our Englich breeding flocks aro so
well fed that when the timo of separation arrives, half the
lambs will be found to have alroady weaned themsclves,

Swedes.~—* Cooked rulubagas with a little meal or bran
will make adwirable pork.” So says ¢ Herds and Flock, Thy
it, if you want a picce of salt pork of five pounds weight to
lose two pounds in the hoiling. The same food that makes
gocd mutton and beef will ‘muke the worst possible pork :
witlr;css distillery fed beef, and hogs fattened off the same
food.

Early [altening.—Mr. Clement Stephensoo, one of the
most persistent winners of gold medals for the best heast in
ail the classes at the Smithficld Club show in London, ex-
presses himself on the subjeot of the great change that has
lately taken place in the olass of bullocks required by but-
chers in  Kogland i i

in the following
words :
FAr, MEAT,

RARLY MATURITY,
—Tat on  animals
intended for the
butcher is  pro-
duced by the bree-
der and feeder at a
great loss. The
coosumer doeg not
want it ang the
butcher ean not
afford to pay for
it., The Pall Mall
fxszelte reports an
wuterview with Mr,
Clement Stephen-
son, 8 leading vete-
rinary surgeon and
stock  exhibitor ;
that gentleman in §
answer to tho que-
1y : ¢ To whom is
this change due?
said :

¢ To all the three olasses combined. What the consumer
degires the butcher must obtain, and what the butcher de-
mands the breeder and feeder must produce. ‘Therefore, as
the consamer and butcher found that these very fat animals
went largely to waste, and the foeder found them most costly
to mature, the consensus of fecling has led to the abandon-
ment of the old state of things.”

“ What has been the effect on the breeder and feeder of
this ehange ? Is it more profitable to bim ?

* The change has brought about the sceking after early
waturity, which bas resulted in better meat to the consamer
1 a butcher’s snimal, with less waste, and in more profit to
the farmer or feeder. Previous to ten years ago, the only
animals fit Yor the Christmas shows were four to four and a
half years old, and how thcy could be fed to a profit I oan
not tell. Mow the animals are uoder three years old—many
of them only two. All my champion prizes, with the excep-
tion of that won by Young Beliona last year, have been taken
by two-year-old heifers. %)f' course the animals are small now
as comparcd with ten years ago, but they are not oross-boued,
or covered with lumps of fat, as was then the case, Early

maturity i3 what we have been striving to obtain, and the |-

animals shoul be ready to market from two to two and a half
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years old. I do uot helieve in three-year-old animals, All
cattle worth fecding for the butoher should bo finished before
they are threo years old. Many shown of the latter age are
saarccly saleablo,as thoy are too fat,and thero is too much waste,
Conscquently thoy neither pay the producer, the butcher, nor
the consumor, No animal should be fed simply to feed the
dripping tin,” .

““ Now, from a feeder's point of view, can you statoe con-
cigely what is tho advantage of carly maturity ?” .

«'My cxpericace is that almost overy partiolo of food given
to a yearlingis profitable, in that it produces flesh. It is
slightly less so with a two-year-old, and overy year aftorwards
tho food tends more to offsl and waste tissues at an increasing
ratio. Above all is the fact that a two-yoar-old beast is pro-
fitable to the producer, but I do not think a three-year-old is.
The olass instituted for steors under two yoarsold has marked
an cra in this question, and pays best, as you can sco at any
show.”
¢ Y suppase there
;.- are seorets in breed-
] ing aod feeding
! thow animals, are
there not ?°*
«T know of none,
save such as are
common property.
In breeding the so-
cret of sucoess is
to uso the best bull
that can be pro-
cured. ‘A good
bull is half 8 herd,’
and much of the
gooduess of a herd
‘goes in at tho
mouth,’ for good
breeding  without
e x00d feeding would
% be uscless. A beast
to make a good
show animal must,
in the first place,
bo as near perfec-
tion in form as pos-
sible, 'It must have
a sound constitution, a good appetite, be able to assimilate the
food it consumes, and, when rcady for showing, there must
be a maximum of beef with a minimum of offal. Withal,
it should be true to type and full of quality.”

tt Perhaps you will tell us your mode of feeding.”

¢ The animal selected is taken at a year old, when the pro-
oess begins. The food given must be varied, the sime _foo.d
never being given twice in succession. Bot the great poiat 1s
regularity in feeding, During the whole process the hours
sclected must be rigidly adhered to. No more food must be
supplied than is consumed, for leaving food lying about soon
induces repletion and sickness. I koow it is customary with
some feeders to give condiments, but I have never done so,
and do not believe in them, (1) But every beast has a lump of
yock salt, which it can liok as it thinks well. Beyond thie,
I supplied no artificial foods whatever, Exeroise is a_most
important factor in the production of fat stock. Without
excrcise general health can not be maintained, and it must be
given systematically every day. An animal which has imperfeet
health can not falfill the mission of being fatted, and it is a
sine qua non that one which requires medecine in any form

s

(1) Neither do I. A R.J.F.



