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writer, and oiily in proportion to the fi(lty and exactness wvith
wliich Llhey conivey those conceptions (1o they fulfil their purpose.
Tltey hiave therefore a two-fold nature: a thonght-soul. and a
v<cally Syrflboiic body. \Vithout the arntg houight a Word
is a dead carcase, a useless and unprofitable encumibrance; wvhile
the thoughylt withoiit the vocal or written sign whichi -we eal a
word is an intangible and incomplrehiensible thing. lb requires
somne kind of clothing or inicorpo:,ttioui to make it visible and
appreliensible, aud titus capable of transmission from one mind te
another.

This duplicate charactir of words wvas recognized by the
wi-sdom-seekçing Greeks of the olden tirne, andl embodied by them
in tlieir gyrandlly conpreisive word Xoço, (loqyos), wv1ii, as
Prnïfessor l3lackie apbiy observes, ivas " peculiarly the watchword
of the Hefflenic race." Froin this word (which in its muner fold
represetits ircasoit,-puire,, unexpressed. and therefore uiicu?'n-cit;
and in its ontward aspect, a word, oration, discourse, i. e. rer(son
Current, or in action,) we (lerive our word logic, the appropriate
designation of the science which. teaches the laws of thouglit by

an alysis of the process of the im u resnng,"adai
at biarmionizingy thouglit with the truthi of ail existences in al
thieir inultifarious forîns and relationslîips. Ib is this connection
betweeni words and reason wbich gives to humnan langagce its
peculiar an(l inestimable value. lb constitutes the one gfreat
barrier between the human race and the niere animal creabion,
whiclî, as Professor Max Muller lias well pointed out, "ito one bias
yeb ventured bo touch." Between bbe speakzing and logical (Xo-ytcov)
and the speechless and unreasoning animial. @'\oyov ýùeov) there is
an immense guif fixed. I'Man. speaks," to use again bue forcible
words and imiipeachable aubthoriby of Max Mýuiler," and -no brute
lias ever uttered a word. Latnguage is our Rubicon, and no brute
wvill ever dare to cross it. ... Language is 50 rethingr more
palpable than a fold of thec brain or an angle of the skiulL lb
adinits of no cavilling, and no process of natural selection will'
ever distil sigynificant words ont of bbe notes of birds or the cries
of bcasts."

lb is not, however, on the science of language in general, nor
yet the general structure of our own mother-tongue, but upon the


