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nocent, and pursued with mederation ; and neo®”
let irregular indulgences lead to the subversion ©
our svstem by impsiting our faculties, or exposmy
our characters to derision,

In conformity to our precepts, as patterns wor-
thy of imtation, let the respectability ot onr cha-
racter be supported by the regularity of our con-
duct and the vntformi'y of our deportm nt § then
as ciizens of the world and friends to every
clune -ve shall be living examples of virtue aud
benevolerce, equally zealous lo meat, as to obe
¢ain, universal approbanion,

A

The following eivcutur 1s addressed to the Free-
masons of Cunada i explunation of the affair at
Ottawa § we tecommend an attentive perural :—

Circular Letter of the M. W. Grand Master, » z-
planatory of matters relating to th- laying of The
Corner Stone of the Pulic Buldings at Ottawa,
and the proposed co-operalion +hereut, and subse-
guent disappoiniment, of the Crufl.

. Bearing in mind my verbal explanation to Grand
Lodge, on the 1st instant, [ deem it to be my duty,
while events are fresh in my remembrence, 10
draw up a statement of the circumstancess relaung
to the laying of the Corner Sione of the Publi
Bumldings, at Otiawa, by H. R. H. the Prince of
Wales, on the 1st S=ptember, 1860, and the pro-
posed co-operation thereat, ¢¥ the Masome Fra-
termty, and its subsequent disappointment,

Several Bretbren having asked me (if the Craft
would, in my opinion, appear as a Body during
the visit of the Prince, to which question I coutd
give no decided answer,) 1 addressed on the 27th
July, the annexed letter, to Brother The Honor-
able Attorney General MacDonald, asking if 1t
was probable that the Freemesons would be 1nvited
2o assist w Laying the Corner Stone, at Otrawa,
which he verbally acknowledged, and promised to
attend to,—and a few days after be informed me
that the Governor General approved of the pres-
ence of the Craft, but considered 1t to be hus dury
to consu.t the Prince of Wales, before antiving at
any final conclusion. The proprinty of this step
was ohvious, but 1t entailed, of course, consider-
able delay, as His Excellency had to meet the
Prince at Gaspé, and -would not retura to Quebec
before the 18th August, and then-the hurry,
confusion and excitement attendant upon §o tuter-
esting a period, rendered 1t next to impossible, to
see and converse with any member of.the Govern~
ment,

Early in August, I wwent to the Public Works
office, by request of the Deputy Commissioner,
Mr. Keefer, who asked what my ideas were in re~
gard to the cerem ny at Ottawa, and destred *o
kuow what the Freemasons Hroposed doing, 1 at
once explatned that they could be present, only to
take some part tn the ceremony. aud- also thai, al-
though the Prince  would actuaily lay the S'one,
and be the recipient of all the honors, the Grand
Master of the Order musi, if present declare the
stone to be properly lawdn the usual form.  Short-
ly after, she Comuiissioner, Brother the Hon. Mr
Rose, sent agata for me, aad to hwm 1 gave the
same explanaiton, showing him the copy ol my
letter to Mr, MacDonatd, and wnfoiming him thar
it was then in the hunds of 1he Governor General,
and as time was passing rapudly by, | oughtio
have a quick reply, to enable me to 1ssue my Sum-
tmons to the Grand Ledge and Bretoren geaerally,
a8 well as to afford ume for the assembiing ot vi-
sitors from the United States, from whor I had
.recetved communications, and } placed before him
one from M. W, Beother Robest Ma-ns, of Kea-
ticky, the following being an extract thereffom :—

“LacraxeE, Kextocky, July 31, 180,

sbould you decide to call your Grand Lodue,
wgether, as your worthy predecessor suggested
and wo't apon H. R. Highness, I suomut to you
whether 1t might not -add eclat to the occasion
were some one representing the Amerncan Grand
Lodges 1o bo united in the deputaiton. 1 would
cheerlully attend aud could. in every sense of "the,
word speuk for the Grand Lodge, Grand Masters,
and the General Oraft of this cotutry. I have not

A

given any hint upon this subject to any one, nof
will L until I hear from you. But it you approve
of 1t, and official etiquette justily such a measure,
the fuct that 4700 Luuizes and 196,000 Masons of
the Umted States, tender their good wighes aud
weicome to the Prince, would, 1t appears to me,
redound sume honor to our comunon cause,”

M. Rose comauted wit ail 1 said, and'after he
had an ierview with the Governor Geueral, re-

peated what I had formnerly learned lrom Mr,
MacDonald, “Atter the arrival on the 18th, Mr,
l Rose mtormed me thut, although the Prnce, not
, being a Freemason, coulil not lay the stone with
Masouie bonors, and could not well be mitiated for
be purpose, without causing jealous fcelingSj!yel
he would be giad to be supported by the Crafi,
and have its members around him, I was to be
tuld this 1 witing § vo tetter, however, reached
me, but Brother H. Bernard, Atioiney Generals
Department, informed me by authonty, that all
was artanged, and 1 could summon the Cralt for
the tivsi of September. Betore, however, L eould do
s, L recerved a message trom Mr. Rose hunsel,
to the eftect that the muller was 101 quite settled

duaw bewd trom tim. Three days elapsed and |
nad abandoned all wea of the presence ol the Fra-
j ermly bews sequited at Uitawy, whenton the 23rd
i Auzuse, Me. Receiver General Sherwood told me
it ¢ was to be present, and on my saywmyg thut
M . Rose had wot wratten, he advised me at once
1o seck an sntesview with that Gentleman, who
was aboul to take s departure that very day for
Utawa. 1 went direcily, and found him at dia-
ner, und lis cartrage . vwaiing to convey bim to
the Retlway Statio ,, but he very kindly. waived
wconvemence, and saw me. I agaw explamned
tow, only, as & Budy, tne Craft could be present,
—pomted out that 1t was not a hight tang to as-
semble the Brethren,—that unless 1o take a pro-
minent part they could not appear publicly as
Freemasons, and 1 spoke very plainly.  Mr. Rose,
pleading burty with good 1eason, could not then
weite, but assured me that he would do everything
he could tor the Ciatt when at Ottawa, proansed
me passes for such official brethien asl might
name, asked me what their assembhing would be
likely to cost the Goverament, to which I answer-
ed—nothing, —and requested me, seeing the state
of things, and as a men of the world, judging by
what he then snw, to ussume the responsibility,
ard summon the Fratermty. [ 1eft hun under the
impression that the Craft was o Suke ¢ part in the
approaching ceremony; and telegraphed at once.to
the Grand Secretary, requesting him to issue the
necessary summons,~—despatched messages to some
other membvers of the Grand Lodge,—was fortu-
nate at Monireal 1 meeting with aud explaming
my position to my uredecessor in office, and the
deputy Graod Master, aind receiving a pronnse
from each to be present and support e, (although
thetr subsequent pressing cL.gagements prevented
this,) and on Friday, the 3lst, met my Bretbren
at Uttawa,

Un Fnday evemng, accompanied by Brother
Harns, Grand Secretary, Brother De Grassi, Grand
Director of Ceremonies, and Brother Laver, Ar-
chutect ot the Parhamentary. Butldings, 1 called
at the temporary residence of the Prince, and had
an interview with Mr. Rose, at whict I spoke
very freely and openly, and_protested  against fus-
ther wdecision and delay w fetung the . Ofaftl know
what 1its Members were to do the following day ;
aud potonly did I once more explam, by bis de-
stre, what the Freemasons expected, viz: a pro-
minent position 1o Le assigned to them, as a Body,
on the ground, while the Grand- Master and the
Principal Ufficess of the Grand Lodge took thesr
proper places near the stone, but 1 drew altention
10 that portion ot the cer-monial, which related to.
tie proving aud declaring the stoue to be properly
tawd, as binng pecultariy the province ot the Craft,
—~whitch wasall 11 desired to do,—aud the pertorin-
aace of wuich could not prevent ail the;houors
vewng accorded, as thiey ought to be, to the Priuce.

should see the Duke of Newcastle, or s Secre-
tary, but it did not sinke me that 1- bad anythug
to'do with esther, only. the Canadian Authorities ;
and, finslly, I left .n°'Mr Ros¢’s keeping my man-

and requesting me to delsy my summons until

M. Rose, ab fivst throw out.a suggestion thot |

uscript of the ceremony, for which, ani the final
decision of the Government,I'was to call the next
worning, and make the: last known to the Grand
Lodge. Imn{ bere mention that it became ap-
parent to my Urethren and myself, that some kind
of influence, vlihough impossivle to define its ha-
ture, was adverse to the Fraternity, and we could
guess that individuals, not Freemasons, were do-
suous of takipg prominent parts in the ceremony,
t‘;lom which the Oraft, if it assisted, might exclude-
them.

I mav likewise mention, that I pointed -out, du-
fing iy several interviews how members-of the
Government, being Freemasons, could, if they
chose to do so unite their Executive and Masonic
functions, by acting as Officers, pro. tem.: the
Legislative Chaplain could officiate as Grand
Lhaplhin, and the tovernment Superiutendent of
‘Works, as Grand Superiutendent 3 both being mem-
bers of our Osder. )

Finally, I saw Mr. Rase on the day of the cere-
mony, and learned from . him that there had been
a meeting of the Executive Council that morning,
at which'it was resolved that the Craft should not
1ake part in the approaching ceremony. I must,
however add, that Mr, Rose was very kind, ex=
pressed much regret, offered tickets of admiltance
to the premises, wished the Fraternuy to sttend
in clothing as spectators, verbally invited me to
bring some eight or ten of the pitncipal Members
to the Déjeuner, and haped I would- soften down
the disappointment as much as in’my power: ad-
ding, that Brother the Hon John Ross, President
of the Council, was to see me, but [ did not meet:

 that gentlemun,

Every£arlicular wassubmitted to Grand Lodge,
and its proceedings thereon, embracing the resolu-
tion of the Brethren, (while bowing to the decision
ot the authorities) not n'any way to appear in
public ‘as: Freemasons—or accept any invitation,
und to send an address to England—will be found
recorded 1 the publiched proceedings. The course
they adopted met with my read{ conpcurrence.
I'trust that this staternent wall be satisfactory to
the Brethren at'lurge, as it was to- Grand Lod ge
and they will not thirk.that: our Order suffered. in
any way, except from disappointment at not being
permitted, after their anxiously expressed readiness
to support and assist their tmost gracious young
Prince, and future Sovereign. [. considered it to
be my duty to summon them together  under the
circumstances,—as I have given them in detail—
Yat thetr honor-and loyalty might not be 1ms
pugned, or the risk be incutred .of their being
called upen to act; .at.the very last.moment, and
being then found wanting. 1f.I erred, and cauged
mconvenience, the Brethren must overlook the er-
s07, as one.of -the head and not of the - heart, and
consider indulgently my desire to act for the. best,
and anxietv tbat the- Son of our peloved QUEEN
should have every. posgible  honor. shown to him,
and the Cosner Stone of -the National Buildings of
this magntficent country, after-beinyg Juid. by him;
declared, according to "Ancient’ Custom, to' be—
4 Well forned, true and trusty” by the ¢ Grand
Lodge of Ancient Free.and Accepled Masons.of

Canada.’ ] )
T. DOUGLA~S HARING/ON,
Grand Master, &c.
QuEBEC, September, 1860,

{COPY OF A LETTERREFERRED TO AT PAGE ONE.]
Bro., The Hon. J, 4. MacDonald, §ec.
QuEeszc; 27th July, 1860
My Deaz St AND BroTHER.~=Is it probable
that the Masouie' Body will be invited to take part
in 1he ceremony ot laying: the Foundation Stone of
thé Public Buildings at” Ottawa ? You are aware
that it is nol'in accordance with the ' principles of
our Ordes for Freemasons to ubtrude themselves
on the publie, neither is- it costomary for them to
be mixed up with other Bodies, Firemen, &c,
ou,
gl'gh’

“L'am induced to fiake this inquify through
as a Member of our Order, a3 well as a very

Public Official; 80, as to insure proper notice beiug:
st to tho Brothethood, who -are, as they ‘ever
have been, truly and devotedly ‘loyal; and would,
1 know, esteem it :amost- proud honor. ‘to support




