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;;gl:ence which they often leave behind, yet are we decidedly of opinion that
v comparatively is thereby effected. The loss to the congregation by a pas-
8 trequent, absence is very great; and the want of a proper amount of labour
ev;:’g h}s own people, ocaasioned by ]e?n.gthened and frequent missionary tonrs,
vin uring the week, will materially injure a pastor’s success. Besides, in a
g visit and by an occasional discourse very little can be done to reach those
» a?, Teally most need instruction. We doubtless send missionaries among them,
hag i3, student-catechists and probationers, and with gratitude we own that God
or Wonderfully blessed the labours of such. But we would ask, is not the
Chur (;f looking up neglectors of religion and endeavouring to bring them to the
Casioc 1—of organizing congregations, and dealing with applicants on such oc-
Wor 18, and of selecting suitable office-bearers,—a very difficult and responsible
Does it not require a great measure of prudence and no little expe-
well as zeal and piety? Surely it does. It cannot surely be the most
N way to commit a matter so important to those who have no experi-
e, and sometimes are not themselves thoroughly established.
"Ouﬁjn have various gifts. While some excel as pastors, others unquestionably
art excel as Evangelists, and we have no doubt that if our Church were to set
them a few of her ablest ministers who are qualiﬁeq for such work, and coqﬁne
Rore to Evangelistic labour, in a few years the fruits would be apparent in a
R {:\ll‘l_nly consolidated Church organization, a more intelligent appreciation
A m"}“}aﬂ doctrine and discipline, and generally a more prosperous state ot
ission field. Certainly we act unwisely if, having it in our power, we fail
8ccomplish the great Evangelistic work which is before us.

T‘eﬂce as
J“dlciOu s

THE ELDERSHIP.

a]:: ecclesiastical as well as in other matters, facts and theories are not
therey 8 found in harmony. It is a pleasant theory among Presbyterians that
wil| hal‘e only two classes of office-bearers in t.he_vmb}e Church. ‘Presbyte}'lamsm
spiﬁt‘?ve us believe that as man has a soul which links him with celestial and
em al things, and a body which connects him with the earth and its beggarly
twn D8, that hence arise two classes of wants which nved to be satisfied, and
diw‘:aa‘sses of duties which Christians, in their associated capacity require to
ang rge; and that over the former by divine authority elders are appointed,
Plicg over the latter deacons preside. Such is the theory; and it has the sim-
fnigh{ of truth about it. We coufess, however, that here facts and theory
Heg y} ¢ supposed to dwell in our Church at opposite poles. Doubtless the
o lich practically prevails among Presbyterians is that we have three grades
se,.i()u;e"b&#rers in our Churgh, viz. : ministers, elders and deacons. And we
chan%) suspect that an intelligent visitant from another world, should such
gre to alight on our sinful globe, yvould, after spending a _few r.nonths in our
gty gations and church courts, be in great danger of falling into the same
8 ag w‘." He_Would see what is evident to all attentive observers, that there
deac,, ide a difference between minister and elder as there is between clder and
1. hy is this, if there are only two classes of officers in our church ?
chumfleems somewhat difficult to comprehend what could be the desig,n in the
almogy of such office-bearers as the majority of our modern elders. They do
Wiy, ;‘Oth‘ng- They meet in Session and usually just say Amen to what the
8 Parkigm done in examining applicants for church privileges, &c. They are
ament to register the King's acts. Sometimes they give out tokens, and



