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bfenewhich they often ieav'e bebind, yet are we decidediy of opinion that

ttecOmparatively is thereby effected. The loss to the congregation by a pas-

'Sfrequent absence is- very great ; and the want of a proper amount of labour

aln1ong bis own people, ocý3asioned by lengthened and frequent missionary tonrs,

r'ndr the wcek, will materially injure, a pastor's success. Besides, in a

Ylng visit and by an occasional discourse very hittle can be, donc to reach those
I~hO reaily most need instruction. We doubtless sendm missionaries am ong th em,

th"4t 's student-catechists and probationers, and with gratitude we own tlhat God

h Wnderfully blessed the labours of such. But we would ask, is not the

wo'Df looking np n eglectors of religion and endeavouring to bring tbem, to the

url~forganizing congregations, and dealing with applicants on sucb 00-

eson and of selectincr suitable office-bearers,- a very difficuit and responsible
*OkDoes it not re'quire a great measure of prudence and no littie expe-

S1rce as well as zeal and piety ? Sureiy it does. It cannot sureiy be the most

Jldici'Ous way to commit a matter so important to those wbo bave no experi-

e'ace, 'and sometimes are not themselves thorougbiy establishied.

Men bave various gifts. While some excel as pastors, others unquestionably

*OlJld excel as Evangeiists, and we bave no doubt that if our Churcli were to, set

9aat a few of ber ablest ininisters who are qualified for such work, and confine

tbeIU, to Evangelistie labour, in a few years, the fruits would be apparent in a

'1I0re firmliy consolidated Cburch orga'nization, a more intelligent appreciation

Oýhr8ta doctrine and discipline, and generally a more prosperous state ot

O'rrisinfield. Certainly we act unwisely if; having it in our power, we fail

o mrpliali the great Evangelistio work which is before us.

THE ELDE RSIIIP.

lnecclesiatica1 as well as in other matters, facts and theories are not

ta'fOund in harmony. It is, a- pleasant theory ainong Presbyterians that

.eeaie onl two classes of office-bearers in tlîe visible Church. Presbyte ri anisi.2

ve us believe that as man bas a soul wbich links hirn with celestial and

e thngs and a body which connects him with the earthadisbgai

ts i thatshence arise two classes of wants wbieh nced to be satisfied, and
tvf cls5ses of (luties wbich Christians, in their associated capacity require to

4%.age; and that over the for-mer by divine autlîority eiders are appointed,

Over . h atrdaospeie Such is the tbeory ; and it bas the sim-
PhQty of truth about it. We confess, however, thiat here £acts and theory

id1te supposed to dwell in our Church at opposite poles. Doubtiess the
« a vliCh practically prevails among Presbyterians is that we have three grades

F, Oou 5 ebearers in ou Clîurçb,.vz: ministers,~ eiders and deacons. And w

chac Y suspect that an intelligent visitant from another world, sbould suoli

%1gre tO aligbt on our sinful globe, would, after spending a few months in our
ýý" Igations and churcli courts, be in great danger of falling into the samne

18ak le would see what is evident to aIl attentive observerg, that tbere

d 8ýiea difference between minister and elder as there is betweefl eider and

"e" Why is this, if there are only two classes of officers in our churcli ?

ehutsenms somewbat difficult to comprehend what could be the design in the

a Ure'h of such office-bearers as the majority of our modemn eiders. ihcy do
a8 dotnc They meet in Session and usually just say Amen to wltth

n'ser as onein examining applicants for churcli privileges, &c. Thcy are
P"'baxraent to register the King's acts. Sometimes they give out tokens, and


