
TUE OANMrAN PRESBrTErt

r in the purity of tho faith, and oven in tho discipline and govcmniont Of the
"Church. Patrletism 1 ainco hitètory bas told' us that an intimnto connection,
ksîîbsists between a sound theelogy and a round church nrdcr ; and that tho

Calvinistie Tboology and Pre.shyterlin order, defonding and conflrîning each
otiier, formi tho best giurlntec8 for public nieraIs, the truc8t bulvrark- of

f civil and religions liberty, and dio deopest foundations of national endurance
and strongth. ~

4 TEgE CITUROII Aljp.OUR -"HURCHg. J
What is tho Churcli 1 what aro itq j'radrtgativen in (ho world?1 are qucstions

Jwhirh overy inan Blhoulci put to hirnsèrf; ,and if lie can givo them no prompt
-~and satisfactory answers, tboy are qncltions9 for tho deterruination of which ho
.1ougbit (o scarci inte tho Book of God,.widh such belps as ho can find, until ho

cari say, I have found (hem. No word in hman speech has been s0 torturcd
and abused as the word 'lChurcli" Tt has by soma been deckcd out in arba
the nîost grotesque, and adorncd witb.tin emUlaionnient of CUrious coloura
No wvonder, (bat tho popular mind, ever. alive te absurdities, bas beconie se,
heedless of ail church dlaims 1 No Vcnder that, by way of reaction, thora has
ariscn to, somo oxtent among professing Lhristians, an extravagant estimation of
individual right, a tendency te individ_,el isolation, and a facility of causeleas
and semetimes violent separation frcm . 1 hurch communions 1 Would such bo
the caue if mon had just conceptions of tho nature, of (ho Churcli, and of the
obligations which, as a divine institution, it imposes upon thom ?

Much injury, doubtless, bas been donc te th;. subject by the injudicious

everything, and endows her with tho a((ributcs of Anticbrist, they mnust
straightwny deny (bat tho Church 18 anything paricular in the world ; and se,
regarding ber as littie botter Ilthar a community of ghosts," denude her of

Sthoso eartbly preregatives wbich she has reoived frein lier Lord. biust we0,
thien say that'Clîrist~ bas no ispouso on eartb, becauso Rome preclaims berseif
te be the only " Bride of tlie Lamb " Must we say that the Churchlins ne

*part (o, do in the work of redemption, because Renme ?,ys (bat only within ber
*pale is salvation (o bo found ? Must we say (bat Clbrat Jeans lias given te, bis
zservants ne sacred duties te, perform, and ne government te, administer, becauso

Rome asserts for lier ministers priestly funct.iens in the Cburch and sovoreign
Spowers ia the werld ? Surely it is net necessary te rush inaVe sucb extremes as

these la order effectually to combat the pretensions of (he Ritualiat and
'Roînanist. Ye(, practically, this is wbat we fear mnany Protestanta are deing
in these days. Tbey would net, perhaps, in 50 many words, avow such senti-
monits as theso;- yot it wvould appear. frem their general conduct, (bat they have
litfle or no regard for (ho character and tho werk of incc>rporate, Christianity.
Why sbould this be so, ? Are teachers so few, or se, silent on this tocthat
professing Christians are seldom or ever invited te tadre it into serions censide-
ration 1 Are (ho sources of kno*ledge se difficmit, of access, or is tbe question
oneO 80 recondite and difficult, as (bat apathy and ignorance .con cerning it mnay
reasonably be excused 1 h may be true that our preachers have tangbt less

t, abyt ibe C¶hurch tban its injporuince d.e.mnds, and se far they are te, bo
.. blamed; but it cannot be said that the subject is either a lcarned or an obscure


