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of worn out and neglected orchards,
buckwhcat will usualiy give the best re-
sults for the first ycar or two for this
reason. The disadvantage of buckwheat
as a cover crop is that it does flot live
over winter, and whcn the soi! is badly
in necd of humus requires to be plowed

NESTLING rit its base and xtnd-ing far up on the side of thec moun-
tain that ovezrlooks the litIle town

of Milton, in I-aiton county, is une of
the many fine fruit farnis in Ontario.
The story of liow iLs owvner, Mr. W. J.
Hartley, traisformed this farm from as
unproductive a picc of land as could be
found in the commnutait>, tu one of the
most profitable fruit farnis in the pro-
vince, rcads like fiction. But it is bet-
ter than fiction; il is true.

When Mr. Hartlcy and his bride of
a day moved tu Sunnyside Farm twenty-
cight years ago, the prospect before the
young couple wvas flot an encouragîng
une. The farm was badly rua down.
Mr. Hartley had no money to irnprovc
il; in fact, lie was hecavily in debt. The
part of the farm that lie cailed
his own was really owned by his cre-
ditors. The rest of it lie rcnted. The
soUl %vas a heavy clay. No one thought
of il as adaptcd to fruit. Mr. Hartde)
himself didn't. Fruit farming %vas then
confincd to a few special fruit sections,
such as the Niagara Peninsula. Accord-
ingly a start was miade in general farni-
ing.

For fave years Mr. Hartley grew
grain, fed steers, burncd lime and cut
stone, while his wife fed chickens and
made butter. They did flot get ahead
very well, howcver. Sucli farming yields
only nominal returns undcr the bcst of
conditions, and îhey bad a rua-out farm
and the intcrcst on hcavy debîs wvitl
wvhich to contcnid. At unt rime they
wcre su neari>' going uindcr that had flot
a sympaîhetic: neighbor loaned theni une
thousand dollars on personal, credit, îhecy
%vould assurcdly have given tap ini des-
pair.

Like inany another man, MNr. Harilcy
traces the idea thant finally brought hini
succcss to the commnsnscse of his wvife.
Ma-s. Harticy believed that su far as
possible young peuple in debt should
atm tu produce on the farmi aIl of the
foud consumed in the home. And there-
in the fruit farming idea had ils birth.
One o! the first purchases nmade Ilhat
ftr.sî spring coaasistcd of thrcc rcd cuir-
ranI bushes, thrc black currant bushes,
ilirec gooseberry> bushes, a crab apple
trc, several apple ta-ces, and une ta-cc
cach of pear, peacli, and plum. A
kindly ncigliboa gave them the privilcgc
V)f digging a supply o! sta-awberry plants
from his gaa-dcn. Mrs. Hartley aga-ecd

under in thc carly fa!!. If the orchard
is on hilly grounld thcre is liable to be
severe luss froin %vasting of the soil wvhcn
fa!! plowed. For adding humus to badly
wvorn out soils, lîowever, there is nu
crop that will do so as quickly as will
buckwheat.

ru take on herse!! aIl the labor of caring
fur their fruit and vcgetable gardeai if
lier husband Nvould plowv and make
ready *Uic land.

Mrs. Hartley's fruit garden îhrived
exceedingly. Th'le strawvberries did par-
ticularly wcll. Mr. Hfartley wvas quick
to sec lais opportuni>'. Haîf an acre
%vas set tu strawvberaies. Fortunately
this farst venture in fruit growing on a
commercial scale was a suiccess. * lie
first ca-up was good, the returns large.
It luoked like "'easy mule>" to Mr.
Hiarîle>', and gradually bis interests wcrec
transferred from the farin prope- to bis
fruit.

DECIDI'S FoR FRUIT GItOWING

"I had always thought I would like
fruit growing," rernarked Mr. Hartley,
-but I did nut knowv that il could be
îaaade a succcss wvitlî oua- climate and soil.
1 soon found, however, that we could
gel berrnes just as quickly as they gel
them dowva on the lake front. In fact,
this ycar we haad strawber-ics and rasp-
bernies a weck earlier than in the far-
famed Niagara district."

A guod-sizcd patch o! raspberries was
soon addcd Lu the strawberry plantation
and îhecy wcerc soon yiclding relurns that
justificd an inca-case in tlheir acreage.
la the ineantime a small apple orchard
hiad been set, and was growiaag su -%velI
that more extensive plaatiiags wverc mnade
cadi succeding spring. Rcmember,

the 1-artlcys wvere still ini dcbt, still lav-
ing a struggle to niakc both ends meet;
but their struggle wvas not now a hope-
!ess one. Tlîey cild sec thc wvay out.

A WOkRTI )W]uLE IDSA
I>robably it ivas about this time that

Mr. Hartlcy began to consider irriga-
uion. In guod ycars he had good crops,
but su -had ail other fruit groivers. If,
lic txougiat, I could only get good crops
in a short ycar niy cetitrns %vould be f ar

Qrcacr.The Milton Mocuntain that
towers over bis farm is nottd for its
nunuerous inexhaustible springs. Mr.
l-iartley miade an agreement with one of
lus ncigbibors -whcreby lie wvas permit-
ted tu dami back sonie of these springs
anîd make a reservoir. As the reservoir
is on hîglier land than the farm and only
a short distance from it, this irrigation
sdwinie cid nol represenit any great out-
lay, anid lias provcd dccidedly profitable
froiai. the first.

For the last ten years the Harticys
have hiad clear sailing. Sunnyside Farm.
bas now cxtcndcd its bounds until it
contains two hundred and thirty acres.
Thirty acres of tbis is in bush; one hun-
drcd acres is devotcd to general farming,
the remaining hundrcd, whlcb represents
nîost of the value and from which Mr.
1-artldy derivcs practicaily bis income,
is in fruit.

mirTLtous }'LLOWE-D
In bis orcliard setîing, Mr. Hartley

followvs the «"filler" systcm. In prac-
tically -ill o! his orchards apple trees
of standard v'arictics are set thirty-two
feet apart each wvay. Altcrnating with
the apples and ini the centre of each
squ. re arc pluni, pench, cherry or pear
trees. Vcry fewv of Mr. Hartlcy's apple
trees are yet bcariaag. In a good part of
the orchard, liowevcr, the "filiers" are
rcrurning profitable crops.

Whcn Mr. I-artlcy first started plant-

An~ Ontario Fruit Grower's Success

ihimdua Duchen App.. in the Orabard of Mr. Nkh.U, Wekomu, ont.
ni@ orcbar va& ofleoru the deonaiatoI or.ýi In Durbsm countv. ont. Expert

nàmis in %blntnt sbowed & différonoe in pDrofqL betwecn two tre a infaor of
tbinng of four douUam w)d t.wenty cent&.


