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Educational methods in progressive institutions
of instruction are by no means what they were
twenty or twenty-five years ago. Justas there
have been improvemznts in the art of farming,
of stock-raising, of fruit-growing, and of every
other art, so have there been improvements in
the art of education. For, of course, education
is an art, like
every  other
practical effort
of the human
mind. ot
the the prin-
ciples  which
now underlie
the art of edu-
cation are dif-
feren. from
what they ever
were. Princi-
ples are eter-
nal, and exist
from the be-
ginning. Itis -
only that, as

the world
makes p-o-
aress, these

principles are
better under-
stood,and men
are able to
make a wiser
application of
them. With
respect to the
great  princi-
ples  which
should under-
lie all good
educational ef-
fort, modern
educationists
believe  that
they understand them better than their predeces-
sors of twenty or twenty-five years 230, and that
they try to follow theia out more close'y.
MODERN EDUCATION.

The cardinal feature of modern educational
methods, as compared with those in vogue a
quarter of 2 century ago, is the training of the
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mental faculties by constantly engaging them in
some practical effort ; and the nearer this practi-
cal effort can be made to coincide with the sort of
effort which the student has decided to devote
himself to in after life, the more valuable is the
educational resuit produced.

A boy goes to an agricultural college, for ex-
ample, with
the avowed
intention on
his part to
pursue in after
life some
branch or oth-
er of farming.
It is needful,
of course, that
his mental
faculties be
trained to the
highest degree
possible in the
time that he
has to spare
§ for this educa-
$ tion.

Now mod-
ern education-
ists assert (as
distinct from
their predeces-
sors) that this
mental tiain-
ing can be
given to him
with an entire
reference  to
his future oc-
cupation ; and
not orty so,
but that it is
Jest given him
when the cor-
respondence is
madethe closest possible; and still farther (and this
is the most important point of all), that in his
study of the scientific principles of fa.ming he
shall also all the time be acquiring a practicul
experience in the best methods by which good
farming is to-day carried on; and be constantly
ilustrating his scientific knowledge by th> experi-



