KING’S COLLEGE

did not possess the capacity for discreet, practical
statesmanship possessed by Hincks and Baldwin
and other able Upper Canadians who could in
those days devote themselves to the public in-
terests with such satisfactory results to the province
at large.

It was Baldwin who, while a member of the
ministry, succeeded in carrying the measure which
created the University of Toronto, and placed it
on the broad basis on which it has rested ever
since. His measure was the result of an agi-
tation which had commenced before the union.
Largely through the influence of Dr. Strachan, the
first Anglican bishop of Upper Canada, Sir Pere-
grine Maitland, when lieutenant-governor, had been
induced to grant a charter establishing King’s Col-
lege “at or near York” (Toronto), with university
privileges. Like old King’s in Nova Scotia, estab-
lished before the beginning of the century, it was
directly under the control of the Church of Eng-
land, since its governing body and its professors had
to subscribe to its thirty-nine articles. It received
an endowment of the public lands available for
educational purposes in the province, and every
effort was made to give it a provincial character
though conducted entirely on sectarian principles.
The agitation which eventually followed its estab-
lishment led to some modifications in its character,
but, for all that, it remained practically under
the direction of the Anglican bishop and clergy,
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