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always had of the white man's intention to cheat themn; and here, excellent ;
Governor, I will state my reasons for believing that a treaty should be cou-
cluded with them also at the earliest possible date.

lst. The Blackfeet are extremely jealous of what they consider their coun-
try, and never allowed any white men, Half-breeds, or Crees to remain in
it for any length of time ; the only reason that they never drove the Amer-
icans off, apart from their love for whiskey, was their dread of the Henri
rifles

2nd. They have an awful dread of the future. They think that the
Police are in the-country not only to keep out whiskey traders, but also to
protect white people against them, and that this country will be gradually
taken from them without any ceremony. This I can certify, for although
they may not say so to others yet they do not hide it from me.

3rd. Numbers of people are settling around Fort McLeod and Fort Cal-
gary in order to farm, raise stock, etc. This will probably drive the buffalo
away through time from the ordinary hunting grounds, and if so, the Black-
feet, being the most helpless Indians in the country, and unaccustomed to
anything else but hunting buffalo, would suffer extremely.

4th. The settlers also are anxious that a treaty be made as soon as pos-
sible, so that they may know what portions of land they can hold without
fear of being molested.

5th. The Blackfeet themselves are expecting to have a mutual understapd-
ing with the Government, because they have been told of it by several per-
sons, and namely by Gen. Smythe last year.

Such are the principal reasons which occur to my mind for making a
treaty with the Blackfeet. It remains for you, excellent Governor, to weigh
their value. Of course you would find the same prejudices amongst the
Blackfeet that you have found amongst the Crees, but you would have
no greater difficulty in dispelling them. You would have four clans
to treat with, viz.: the Blackfeet, Bloods, and Piegans, all of the same
tribe, and the Sarcees, a branch of the Peace River Indians called Beavers.
As to the place of rendezvous there would be no difficulty whatever ; the
Blackfeet live in large camps under their respective Chiefs, and could'go
to any point after due notice.

It remains for me now, excellent Governor, to beg you to excuse the many
defects of this communication, and to accept the assurance of sincere esteem
and profound respect of

Your most humble servant.

CONSTANTINE SCOLLEN,
Priet, O. U. I.

P.S.-I am also aware that the Sioux Indians, now at war with the
Americans, have sent a message to the Blackfeet tribe, asking them to make
an aliance offensive and defensive against aIl white people in the country.
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