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bathe in summer. In winter they use it to sleigh,
skate, and toboggan on, but above all they hold their
annual regatta here. It is fixed for next week,
and may be called the Epsom of Newfoundland.
The population from all parts of the Island gathers
to see it. In olden days each merchant chief had
his yacht and crew of employés, and partisanship
ran high, but now the races belong to the clubs in
town, such as the Temperance, Athenaum, etc. i
In the afternoon the Hon. Augustus Harvey
took us for a beautiful drive of twenty-eight miles
across the Island. Who, seeing that bare rocky
" coast in the morning, would have believed that the
interior of the Island could be so lovely! We
drove along a good macadamized road, passing the
prétty white wooden houses with red roofs and
neat palings, the country residences of the mer-
chants. Here is the one belonging to Mr. Baird of
lobster fame. Each house has a flagstaff and
floating flag ; indeed, St. John’s is called the city of
flags, for everyone who is anybody possesses one,
and flies it proudly when in residence. There are
great clumps of purple iris growing wild by the
roadside. We pass through many plantations of
fir trees, junipers and larches. The great featurc
of Newfoundland scenery is water. It is every-
where. Flowing in rivulets, covered with reeds by
the roadside, enclosed in hollows in the hills as
lakes, hurrying from the mountains as a gushing




