
than a madman who commits a great crime. Thank-

God,,when starving for days, and compelled to.eat bits

of skin, the bones of ptarmigan up to the beak and

down to the toe-nails, I felt no painful craving; but I

have seen men who suffered so much that J believe

they would have eaten a'ny kind of food, however

rppulsive."

On- the other hand, Sir George Richards shows strong

reasons why the Esquimaux should not be believed.

"They are said to give as their reasons," he writes,

"that some of the limbs were removed as if by a saw.

If this is correct, the were, probably, the operators

themselves. We learn from the narrative- that they
were able to saw off the handles of pickaxes ahd

shovels. ,At all events the intercourse between the

natives and such of Franklin's crews as they met is

surrounded by circumstances of grave suspicion, as
learned from themselves, and this suspicion gathers

strength from ·various circumstances related on

Schwatka's journey. Be this as it may, I take my

stand on far higher ground. Of course such things

have happened. Strong, shipwrec)ked mariners, sud-

denly cast adrift on the ocean, have ndeavored to

extend life in this way when they were in hourly

expectation of being rescued. But how different the

case in point! The crews of the Erebus andTêrror,

-when they abandoned- their ship, were, doubtless, for

the most part, suffering from exhaustion and .scurvy;

death had been staring them in the face for months.

The greater part of them probably died from exhaus-
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