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COXEY'S ARMY |

i

By H. MICHELL

A recent announcement in the To-
ronto press that an excitable individ-
ual was calling for recruits to ac-
company him on a march to Ottawa
in order to present a protest to the
Dominion Government =zgainst the
discontinuance of relief to veterans,
recalls the story of the famous “Gen-
eral” Coxey and his army, who
marched on Washington.

Twenty-eight years ago, almost to
the very day, saw this wonderful
crusade. The early nineties were
times of severe depression, unem-
ployment and falling prices, and saw
the rise and fall of Free Silverism,
Populism, Bimetalism and all the
other economic heresies that vexed
the world a generation ago. Among
the other movements of that disturb-
ed time was that of the “Common-
wealers,” a disorganized and diffused
sort of communism, that suddenly be-
came rampant and as suddenly died
away.

Jacob 8. Coxey was a horse-dealer
in Ohio, and so, the story is, had a
horse. to sell which he valued at
$1,000, But when the animal was put
up for auction it fetched, to Coxey’s
chagrin and wrath, only $145.
Coxey felt aggreived, even more, he
ffelt that somehow, in a way he did
not quite understand, he had been
cheated. What was wanted was some
remedy for falling prices, and ob-
viously the simplest was an issue by
government of a great amount of
paper money. He determined to lead
a crusade, to demand that half a bil-
lion of paper money should be issued
in putting the unemployed to work in
buiiding roads. He also tacked onto

this another demand for the fotal'

suppression of “using,” by which
term he designated the charging of
interest on borrowed money.

On March 24, 1894, Coxey raised
the banner of “The Army of the
Commonwealth of Christ” at Massil-
lon, ‘Ohio, amd the march on Wash-
ington commenced, with a hundred
men in the army, and 43 press re-
porters to chronicle the crusade for
the benefit of an interested and
amused world., Coxey led the van-
guard, while another larger force
under one Kelly marched behind. As
the march progressed recruits came
in, and in a short time their numbers
were swelled to-quite respectable
proportions. They were a motley
crew, a few honest men who really
believed in the crusade; a number of
visionaries and religious fanaties who
thought that in some undefined way
the march was to usher in the Mill-
enium; and a rabble of hoboes and
hangeu-on. who joined in the hope
pf plunder or pickings on the way.

For a short time things went fair-
1y well. The marchers were received |
mot unkindly on the way, perhaps out
of real pity for their tattered and
forlorn condition, perhaps out of
fear of depredations, and on the

against them and the spring rains
damped their ardor. Desertions were
numerous and it was a bedraggled
remnant of about 300 men that
«Covaw 153 into  Washington six
weeks later. And here the adventure
ended, for marching his men to the
capital, CoXey began to harangue
them for the last effort that would
carry them triumphant to their goal,
But the general made a fatal mis-
take, he stepped on the sacred grass
on the lawn in front of the capital
and was promptly arrested by the
vigilant custodians and cast into
prison for this awful offence. With
Coxey in prison the crusade was
over; the army melted away and the
world laughed at the farce.
And now we are promised another
Coxey’s army, to march this time on
Ottawa. There is alwayh is such in-
cidents a pathetic side, a touch of
tragedy in the farce. Men, often
quite honest men, become troubled
and are bewildered and think that if
something very sirikipg and bold is
done their troubles will be cured.
But these are much in the minority,
and round them gather all sorts and
conditions, who are neither honest,
nor particularly troubled about any-
thing except the problem of getting
a living easily. These are the mis-
chief makers, and because the vision-
aries attract such to their cause,
society has always, although often-
times reluctantly, been compelled to
suppress and even deal harshly with
the visionaries which, on reflection,
will be seen to be g pity but quite in-
evitable.
How strangely does histdry repeat
itself. Every time that the world
comes upon an era of depression and
falling prices it is confronted with all
the old heresies come to life again.
Coxey was only another Wat Tyler |
whe led a rabble to London and got
knocked on the head for his pains.
If times are bad and prices are fall-
ing all will be set right by putting
the printing press to work and mak-
ing lots of new money.
In conclusion -may we earnestly
commend to our Canadian Coxey one
piece of advice? Whatever he does
when he arrives at Ottawa let him
beware of stepping on the lawn in
front of the Parliament Buildings
when one of the vigilant Ottawa pol-
ice is watching . If he does, his
cause is lost. The motto for all
Coxey’s is “Keep off the grass.”
General McDonald’s army of un-
employed veterans is now on the
march to Ottawa and last Sunday had
got as far as Newcastle,
Many of the soldiers are suffering
fromh sore feet, and fully a third of
them have taken advantage of the
kindness of .motorists to reduee their
road work. Cars traveling light have
given a large number of the incap-
acitated ones a lift. H
The men report that the public are
manifesting a generous spirit to-

whole it must be said they behaved

wards them, and so far they have

SARCONA FATAL TO YOUNG
MEDICAL ' STUDENT

There passed away to his great re-
ward no Tuesday, May 238rd, John
Duncan McLean, aged twenty-five,
third year student at the Western
Medical school. He died at his home
in Caradoc Tawnship . following an
illness of about three months with
Sarcona. He was the only son of the
late John and Marthy McLean and
for some time resided in Enniskillen
Township. Later he made his home
in Caradoc Township with his uncles
Charles and Archibald McLean. He
was a member of Beaver Masonic
lodge No. 83, and of White Lily
lodge, Knights of Phythias. Deceased
leaves to mourn his Joss his only sis-
ter, Annie.

noon from the family residence,
ninth concession of Caradoc. The
service at the home was conducted
by the Rev. John Moore of Strathroy
and Rev. Robertson, Kilmartin, for-
,merly of North Caradoc Presbvtermn
church, which Mr. McLean attended.
The large attendance and the many
beautiful floral tributes testified to
the esteem in which the young man
was held. He was loved by all who
knew him and he bore his illness with
great patience, and his early taking
away has cast a gloom over the
whole community.

Allan McCabe and A. Lamont,
medical students, and J. Crawford,
A. McNeill, A. Simon and N. Mec-
Gugan, Masonic brethren were pall-
bearers while Dr. J. W. Crane, L. A.
McGregor, Fred Hurst, Victor Tray-
nor, T. Welford, W. Herd, M. Fiet-
cher, C. Sanborn and H. Trott, med-
ical students, carried the floral trib-
utes, The service at the grave was
conducted by the Masonic Order.
Worshipful Master R. Trueman being
in charge: * Interment “in Stiathroy
cemetery. }

SARNIA PRESBYTERIAL W.M.S.

The eighth annual meeting of the
Women’s Missionary Society of Sar-
nia Presbyterial was held May 10th
.and 11th at Parkhill and was well
attended.

The President, - Mrs. Forster of
Burns ‘Church, presided, after the
opening” devotional exercises she re-
viewed the work of the year in a gen-
ral way, featuring the organization
of a new Auxiliary at Corunna and
the sending of two new missionaries
for service, Miss  MacDougal of
Burns church to Homan China, and
Miss Maitland of St. Paul’s, Sarma.
ibo Northern Ontario,

The Trensurer reported $6149
from and $1139 from
Mission Bands, a total of $7288, a
®ain over 1920. The Secretaries all
gave encouraging reports. The Mis-
sion Band Banmer was presented to
Camlachie, accompanied by some
pretty exervcises by the Parkh.ﬂl Mis-
sion Band.

Mrs. Paige and Mrs. Rae;"members
of the Gener#l Board, each gave an
instructive talk on their particular
depariment. The evening session was
presided gver by the Rev. Mr. Shep-
‘herd of Parkhill. An address follow-
ed by Rev. Gillies Eadie of Honan,
China, formerly of Sarnia, which was
very educative, he pleaded for more
workers,

The choir rendered some pleasing

The funeral was held Friday after-|. -
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Is Without Doubt “The Best.”

Sold in Sealed Packets Only.
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SMP Enameled Ware has
the smooth surface and poiish of
fine crockery—without the break-
age. And it is so very easy to clean
—just like china, and therefore
makes light work of pot washing.

Whenever you are buying kitchen
utensils be sure they carry the
SMP trade-mark.

Diamond Ware is a three-coated
enameled steel, sky blue and white
outside with a snowy white lining.
Pearl Ware is a two-coated enameled
steel, pearl grey outside and inside.
You can’t go wrong if you buy either.

,’, Ask for
Pearl Wate or.
Diamond Ware
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We Carry a Complete Stock of S. M. P. Kitchenware
Examine Our Stock and Learn Our Prices &
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RIGHT OF WAY RULES ‘street the right-of-way

e {rains should be recognized.
At any street or intersection the Unnecessary noises or the use of
right of way belongs to any vehicle muffler cutouts is illegal.
approaching from your right. | In case of accidents or eollision of
In meeting another vehicle pass on | any kind, always stop and give your
the “right, and when you overtake name and address to the person con-
one pass on the left. cerned.
Slow moving vehicles shall keep

of . pedes-
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Yonge and Charles

Open All Year.
~—the high grade bu
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demand. Prepare no'
10 accept a good pos
Catalogue free.
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JAMES NEWELL
LR.CP.&S., MB.}
Coroner County of 1
ford, Ont. -Office—C
Front Sts. Residence-

dblock east of Main si

“ . C. W. SAWERS, !

‘Watford, Ontario. O
Residence—Ontario s
hours—38.30 to 9.30 :
49 to 8 p.m. Sundays |

* W. G. SIDDALL,
Ontario. Office—Next
rary. Day and Night
Office hours—=8.30 to
4 and 7Tto8 p.m
appointment.

DENTA

GEORGE HICKS,
University, L.D.S.,
Dental Surgeons,
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around? CATARRHAL DEAFNESS the sesimilation of Food: giving healthy and nfazzlls, aids INSURANCE CO
q He will not ! is greatly relieved by constitutional The Children’s Comforb—'l'he Mother’s Friend. sleep. (Established in
! U treatment.  HALL'S - ‘CATARRAH JOHN W. KINGSTON
: He'll come to us and get PAROID. Why? MEDICINE is a constitutional rem- GENU'NE C ASTOR' A JAMES SMITH..... 1
Measured by the yardstick of Years-of-Service— s o e AI.WAYs ALBERT G. MINIELI
T : y an inflamed condition o = THOMAS LITH %
the only true test—it is cheapest in the long run. cous lining of the Eustachian Tube. ] Bears the Signature of » GUILFORD BUTLER.
Come in and we will unroll a long stretch of When this tube is inflamed you have

a rumbling sound or imperfect hear- _
ing, and when it is entirely closed, ¥
Deafness is the result. Unless the in-
flammation ecan  be reduced, your :
hearing may be deéstroyed forever. .
X HALL’S CATARRH MEDICINE acts

e a ln Use For Over 30 Years |

surfaces of the system, thus reducing
m CENTAUR COMPANY, NEW YORK CITY

PAROID for you to see how attractive is its sur-
facing of gray talc or of natural slate—red or

green. You can feel its thickness, pliability, and
firmness.
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o
the iiflammation and assisting Na-
ture in rvestoring mormal conditions.
Circulars free. All Druggists.

F. J. Cheney & Co., Toledo, Ohio.




