LY

LONDON ADVERTISER, SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 1924.

Canadian Political Scandals Which Hav e

Though the Present Ontario
« Mess Is Bad Enough, It
Does not Compare in Un-
Savoriness With Some Past
Episodes in Our History—
Pacific Scandal, Gamey

Charges, Manitoba Boodl-

ing, and Other Sensations
of First Magnitude

By ARTHUR HAWKES

HEY are scandaleering about the Ontario

treasury, and, at this writing, everybody

is asking, “What next, and who?” It is
sometimes useful to look over old scandal-fields.
Now, it is said, is the acceptable time, lest the
flurries in Toronto and in our neighbor New-
foundland be confused, as to magnitude, with
what i8 going on at Washington, and with what
has gone on at home In years well past.

Let two things first be said. The first is that,
delving into unsavory episodes of Canadian pub-
lie life, you are struck by the improvement in
tone which distinguishes this century. Our
politicians have been too perverse {n office anc
too puritan out of power. Saintliness does no!
yet surround the franchise. But, compared with
what we were, we are scarcely recognizable.
Comparisons are not as odious to our contem-
poraries as they are to our predecessors.

Secondly, nothing in the Canadian situation
need make us mourn any inferiority to our
British relatives. In some respects public life
is on a higher plane over there. But there i<
quite as much, if not more, to lament in the wav
British campalgn funds are managed as there
is in the financing of parties in this dominion.
In Britain the Fountain of Honor, the monareh,
has been drawn on to meet electioneering obli-
gations. In Canada, poor in cash but more ex-
pansive in unexploited natural resources, char-
ters and contracts have been manipulated. There
hasn’t been as much pharisaism about it as there
has been and is over the bestowal of honors that
have been bought and paid for. Every device of
our corrupt electioneerers was imported from the
tight little island. Even the game of creating
capital by the stroke of the pen, as a means of
insuring profits that would otherwise look un-
Just, in comparison with the amount of capital
actually invested in an enterprise, was practised
by the Hudson Bay Company in the seventeenth
century. It is only in our own time that com-
missions in the army were bought like cattle, and
men achieved command over the lives of their
fellow citizens because they paid for mejorities
and colonelcies.

Three generations have properly lauded
Joseph Howe of Nova Scotla as a great patriot.
Editor of the Nova Scotian, he became famous
through a scandal which, perhaps more than any
other, constructively served Canada. Halifax
was governed by magistrates appointed by the
governor, without an atom of responsibility to
the citizens. In 1835 Howe attacked the bench
a5 negligent and corrupt. They had by one
stratagem and another improperly taken from
the people over £30,000. One active magistrate
had for years filched from one establishment
dedicated to the poor and destitute at least £300
per annum. From the poor and distressed an-
other magistrate whose services the country
could well spare had taken a thousand pounds.

A Sort of Family Compact

UCH boldness in the press was unknown. The
S magistrates were in a sort of family com-
pact. The revenue from imports levied by im-
perial authority, and from sale of crown lands,
was spent by the governor at his own sweet will.
Howe was instantly prosecuted for criminal libel,
a charge which did not permit of the accusa-
tions being proved in court—the greater the
truth the worse the libel.

Jeveral lawyers advised Howe to make his
peace and take his medicine in fine and im-
prisonment. He borrowed their books, read
everything on criminal libel, decided, against
their derision, to defend himself, though he had
never made a public speech. He addressed the
jury for six hours, and though the judge told the
jury to convict him of libel, he was acquitted.
An extract from his speech, attacking the magis-
trates for not suing him in the civil court:

There is a certain part of a ship through
which, when a seaman crawls, he subjects
himself to the derision of the deck, because it
is taken as an admission of cowardice and in-
competence. Had not these jobblng justices
crawled in here, through this legal lubber-
hole of indictment, I would have sent them
out of court in a worse condition than Fal-
staff’s ragged regiment—they would not have
dared to march even through Coventry in a
body.

It was the scandal of the Halifax jobbing
magistrates that furnished Nova Scotia with
her champion of responsible government, and
helped to preserve the British Empire when it
was menaced by those who would retain to the
petty governors of colonies more power than the
king wielded in the imperial capital.

It is remarkable that three premiers in
British North America have been driven from
office by the truthful tongue of scandal, three
within the last dozen years—Flemming of New
Brunswick, Roblin of Manitoba, and Squires of
Newfoundland. Flemming was a storekeeper
whose wife was sald to have done much for his
education. He was an attractive personality, and
became premier when Mr. Hazen was called to
Ottawa by Mr. Borden in 1911. He fell because
it was proved that he received money from tim-
ber limit operators which no man in his position
should ever have allowed himself to touch. It
tvas not specifically proved that the cash went

R.R.GAMEY.

into the party campaign fund; but that was the
inference

New Brunswick has had its share of strange
political moralities, and after Flemming’s dis-
grace it was actually proposed by his party to
send him to Ottawa, but the scheme miscarried
As to that, Ontario need not feel exalted, for the
present M.P. for Carleton is the same Garland
whom Sir Robert Borden drove from the House
because he dabbled in a war contract, using his
clerk as a Snyder. .

Quebec’s First-Class Scandal

UEBEC, as it happens, furnished simultane-
Q ously two first-class scandals, one Liberal
and provincial, the other Conservative, and
federal. In 1891 Premier Mercier was dismissed
by the lieutenant-governor. Thomas McGreevy
was expelled from the Commons and jailed and
the minister of public works, Sir Hector Lange-
vin perforce resigned. That dark year proved
that the exposures of the Canadian Pacific
scandal which had destroyed Macdonald’s first
Dominion government had not wrought the cor-
rection of corruption which reformers desired
and of which experienced patriots despaired.
Indeed, from many points of view the scandals
of 1891 were far worse than the great campaign
of bribery of ministers of the crown which gave
Sir Hugh Allan a bad eminence in Canadian
history.

Sir Hugh Allan was the richest Canadian
with an income of over $500,000 a year. He want-
ed to build the transcontinental railway which
was essential to the emergence of Canada as a
North American power, and was, indeed, part
of the pact under which British Columbia had
become a Canadian province. A vast fortune
awaited whoever could make the dream run on
rails. It was only half a generation since a
railway had been built from Montreal to To-
ronto, the age was one of prodigal adventuring
into railway enterprises. Members of parliament
thought it quite respectable to head railway
companies that got subsidies from parliament—
there was no more compunction about that with
most of them than there was among Puritans
who bought public offices.

Allan wanted his charter. Like wealthy men
eager for social glory in Britain, he was willing
to pay the politiclans who would give it him.
“Don’'t write; send,” is a wise maxim of the
machine politician across the line. Ottawa, in
1872, was much too candid for any such pre-
caution. Sir George Etienne Cartier, the Quebec
chief of the government party wrote to Sir
Hugh Allan on the day before the fifth birthday
of confederation:

The friends of the government will ex-
pect to be assisted with funds in the pending
elections, and any amount which you or your
company shall advance for that purpose
shall be recouped to you. A memorandum
of immediate requirements is below.”

On August 7th Allan wrote, “I have already
paid away about $250,000, and will have &0 pay
at least $50,000 before the end of the month.
I don't inow as even that will finish it, but
hope so.” =

The first payments were Macdonald $35,000,
Cartier $50,000, and Langevin $115,000. Allan
spent on railroads account $350,000.

Forced Government’s Resignation
HE government won the election, but next
session the truth was exposed, an investi-
gation begun. It didn’t seem to be getting any-
where, when the fatal letters and telegrams
were disclosed. The government resigned. The
Mackenzie government won the 1874 election and
held office till 1878, when Sir John came back
—and the old orthodoxies of maintaining power
with him.

A Conservative member was J. Israel Tarte,
who changed his views, and in May, 1891, charg-
ed, in the House that Thomas McGreevy, rail-
road promoter, contractor, member of the Quebec
barbor commission, chairman of the House of
Commons railway committee, and a- close asso-
clate of Sir Hector Langevin, (they lived to-
gether in Ottawa) had systematically accepted
bribes. Here are the main counts in Tarte’s
indictment: .
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Larkin, Connolly and Company, dredging con-
tractors, to get Thomas McGreevy's influence
gave his brother a thirty per cent. interest in
their firm. McGreevy used undue influence to
get them a Quebec harbor contract, for which
he received $25,000. He was paid $22,000 for
getting them a graving dock contract at Levis,
and $27,000 for securing another dredging con-
tract at much above the lowest tender. He de-
manded the money from that firm in Langevin's
name. He was paid $200,000 by the Larkin firm,
in elght years, as their agent on the harbor
commission. in parliament, and with Langevin.

Sir Richard Cartwright, in his reminiscences,
says that while McGreevy was in ja?l a quorum
for a cabinet meeting could often be gathered
in the corridor. This scandal, which gave Can-
ada a very bad name abroad, produced a delight-
ful example of tan rebuking sin. The New
York Times publfshed an interview with one
Murphy, an excise commissioner of New York,
who admitted fleeing to Canada in 1877 because
he was $50,000 short in-his accounts. He became
a contractor in association with McGreevy's
brother, and in 1891 returned to New York to
make restitution. Murphy said the Langevin
crowd was worse than the Tweed gang ever
were. “We bribed them all, and generally ac-
quired nearly everything in sight. Publc offi-
cials in Canada, so far as my experience goes,
do not have that suspicious hesitancy in accept-
ing money that characterizes some officials in
this country.” s

It doesn’t seem the Senate’s business to
probe a provincial financial affair. But a third
of a century ago partisanship was q fiercer dog
than it is now; and while the Liberals were
after McGreevy and Langevin, the Tories went
after the extraordinarily popular and brilliant
Mercier. The Baie des Chaleurs Railway Com-
pany, to end disputes about control, sought an
entirely deminion charter. Their case was dealt
with by a Senate committee, which unearthed
these facts: The railway was bonused by the
province. Armstrong, its first contractor, lost
money, and turned the job to another, who also
failed, and 80 miles of the road were uncom-
pleted. Premier Mercier became M.P.P. for
Bonaventure and promised to finish the line. A
reorganized company was given a subsidy for
$280,000 to finish the line and pay outstanding
debta. !

Armstrong put in a claim for the whole
$298,000, though $76,000 would satisfy him. He
reduced the claim to $175,000, which was paid
by Mercier’s minister of public works. But he
gave $100,000 of it to Ernest Pacaud, editor of
L’Electeur, nominally for services rendered in
obtaining the settlement, Pacaud applied the
money to meeting promissory notes given by
Liberal supporters of Mercier for electioneering
purposes. The Senate ,committee found that the
province was illegally deprived of this $175,000.
Lieutenant-governor Angers, an appointee of the
Conservative government at Ottawa, went after

Mercier for paying so large & sum without am

orderin-council. Mercier protested that nothing
was wrong. He didn't say so, but he meant that
that was the way election expenses were often
met, which nobody could deny. He was dis-
missed, and died broken-hearted a few years
later. During his heyday one of his daughters
married & young lawyer of humble origin, Lomer
Gouin, who was premier of Quebec fifteen years.

The latest Quebec scandal was the exposure a
few months before the war of the chairman of
the private bills committee in the legislature and
two members of the upper House, one of them
a legal partner of the‘premier, for taking money
to put through a wide-open charter for a fairs
association, the whole cost of which, $50,000, was
put up by Lorne McGibbon, then owner of the
Montreal Herald. Only about $9,500 was to go

to the legislators—half of which was paid. The
remainder chiefly went to the Burns detective
Agency for running the decoy office in Montreal,
equipped with a detectaphone, which turned out
some remarkable conversations with the chair-
man of private bills on the corruptibility of his
colleagues.

The Big Gamey Sensation
T is twenty-one years since the Ontario pariia-
ment buildings echoed so much scandal as
has marked the first Fergusonian session. In
1903 the Gamey charges set the province alight,
and assured the Liberal dgbacle which, in 1905,
ended a Liberal regime of thirty-two years. As
Joseph Chamberlain told Premier Ross in Lon-
don, it was a great mistake for any party to
hang on to office for so long; but the Liberal
office-holders * had not learned wisdom from
political decay. In 1902 a general election gave
Ross a majority of three—and a very shaky
majority in view of skin-of-the-teeth victories
and election protests. Liberal stalwarts do not
point with pride to their party methods of
that epoch. Just before the House metf,
R. R. Gamey, Conservative member for
Manitoulin, in a Globe interview on January 30,
sald he would support the government. Mani-
toulin was his politics and he believed New On-
tario would get fair treatment.

On March 13 Gamey told an astonished House
this story: In August, Captain Sullivan, of mal-
odorous electioneering reputation, informed him
at Allandale that the government had plenty of
evidence to invalidate his election At Toronte
Sullivan’s son Frank, employed in the public
works department, told him that as the govern-
ment must have more support, he could make
$5,000 by a change of allegiance. In a few days
young Sullivan and a Liberal lawyer named
Grant told him of a stock company proposition
in which he could make $3,000 in six weeks and
$2,000 at the end of the legislative session. D. A
Jones, a Liberal worker of Beeton, pressed him
to turn over.

Gamey then told J. R. McGregor, secretary
of the Manitoulin Conservative Association, of
this, having decided to lure the Liberals.on, and
then expose the plot. In September, both Sulli-
vans discussed his getting $3,000 down and $2,000
after the session. They took him to Provincial
Secretary Stratton, with whom the bargain was
made, with the addition that he was to have the
patronage of his riding, and any help possible
in conciliating his Conservative supporters.

He was given a letter to sign, pledging his
support to the government and declaring that
he had received no consideration. for so doing.
That day Stratton instructed Mr. A. B. Ayles-
worth to withdraw the election protest. Next
day he went with Frank Sullivan to see Strat-
ton, and gave him the letter. He and Stratton
retired to the smoking room, where a large
enveldpe was brought in and laid on the table.
He found in it $3,000 in Bank of Ontario bills,
half of which he gave to Sullivan. He kept Mc-
Gregor advised of all this. Before giving out the
interview to the Globe, various appointments
were made in his riding on his recommendation.
On October 30 a similar letter to the one pre
sented to him by Stratton was mailed by him to
the premier, according to promise to Stratton.
On January 29, after leaving Stratton’s office,
where .the Globe interview had been written,
another $1,000 was given him by Sullivan.

Two nights before making this statement,
Gamey called Sullivan to the Crossin piano
works, in which Gamey had a financial interest,
and discussed all these proceedings with him,
having concealed shorthand writers in the room,
one of whom was a young fellow named William
H. Price, ofithe Gore Bay Conservative, and now
provincial reasure‘ conducting a beforethe-
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the committee decided to report that everything
was all right, and voted down an amendment by
the Hon. A. B. Hudson, alleging improprieties
At 1.20 in the morning the legislature adjourned,
to meet at ten, to clean the slate and be
prorogued.
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Considerate

: \ HARLEY STREET doctor who was acting as
locum tenens in the country was consulted
yman whose child had swallowed
He told the parents what
but he was fetched out of bed
at an early hour the following morning by the
pealing of the bell. On opening the window he
saw the father, who declared: “Oh, doctor, I
thought you wonlq be glad to know—the child

did not swallow the 'thbip‘ney-bit’ after all.”




