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“A Perfect Treasure”

The Earth’
Largest Crack

What is known by scientists as the
Great Rift Valley is the largest tec-
tonic fracture in the surface of the
earth.

The tremendous indentation reaches
from the Dead Sea and the Jordan
River in Asia to the Sabi River in
South Afriea, and has heen traced that
entire distance, a length of five to six
thousand miles, writes Chase S. Os-
horne. P

There may be more impressive dents
covered by waters of the oceans, but
nothing on land even approaches it in
magnitude. No combination of words
can be applied in an attempt to de-
gseribe or interpret it that will ap-
proach exaggeration, so huge is this
mighty phenomienon of nature,. ex-
tending more . than a sixth of the
earth’s circumference in length.

In places, it is two miles and more
in depth and hundreds of miles in
width. In it could be placed the great
sink in California and the Gulf of
California, and also the Rocky Moun-
tain trough and the rift of the Colora-
do without filing it. Should this
planet of ours ever break up, the dis-
integration would begin at the flaw
made by this impressive crack.

Yet its gigantic size has apparently
kept some very clear eyed men from
seeing it. Upon his return from Af-
rica, I asked Theodore Roosevelt how
the Great Rift impressed him. He
looked blank and said he had not
heard of it. Nevertheless, he had
travelled through a considerable por-
tion of it and had skirted it at some
of its most spectacular points, includ-
ing the Mau Escarpment where the
Uganda railrcad follows its edge. I
mention this merely to cure any feel-
ing of humiliation that the rest of us
more ordinary individuals may feel.

Explored The Whole Region.

'I have been from one end to the jthe light of Lynch’s report. For by

other of the Great-Rift. By this I do
not mean that I have explored it .con-
nectedly all the way, but that I have
seen it and recognized it at many dif-
ferent points from the Holy Land to
Southern Rhodesia. Moreover, I have
lived in sections of it and have ex-
plored other parts of it. Yet this does
not make me an. authority updn it;
nor is there any authority upon the
entire chasm.

Prof. J. W. Gregory of the Depart-
ment of Geology of the University of
Glasgow, Scotland, knows more about
the Great Rift than any other pegson
on earth. He has besen studying and
exploring it for (more than thirty
years. In fact, his was one of the first
minds to grasp the dimensions of it
and to realize its significance.

It was Professor Gregory who first
called earth fractures “rifts,” and who
first applied the name “Great Rift”
to this aggressive. wound in the sur-
face of our sphere. He has perhaps
contributed more information on the
subject than anyone else, and he has
certainly done more to collate the
bibliography of the valley than any-

body else, which, itself, has been a
major task, for there has been much !
written about phases and sections by !
those who did not realize that they
were considering portions of a vast
whole. l

No one'man knows all that is known
and there is much more to learn that
has been'set down as yet by all ob-
servers combined.

The first hint of this major fault
was drawn from the report of the Am-
erican Dead Sea expedition headed by
Lieutenant Lynch in 1848. The start-
ling information in the report nearly
three-quarters of a century ago sup-
plied the first authentic data to be
had upon the Dead Sea region.

1,289 Feet Below Sea Level.
The Red Sea trough, of which the
Dead Sea and Jordan Valley are a
part, took on a new gignificance in
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his surprising revelation, it wasg found
that the valley of the Dead Sea meas-
ured 1,239 feet below sea level, the
lowést land on the surface of the
earth, and that the actual bottom of
the sea was 1,300 feet lower.

As early as 1841, Leopold von Puch
described the Red Sea as a crevasse
in the earth’s crust, a €onclusion for-
ced by its channelled, parallel shores,
suggesting fracture rather than ero-
sion. In 1897 Sir George Adam Smith
wrote of the Jordan Valley that there
might be something on some other
planet that matched it, but not on this
one. So began the comprehension of
the trough. Pioneer geologists began
to trace it into Asia and others took
up the trail into Africa.

Reports came from various sections
of similar indéntations between walls
so steep and well formed as to denote
breaking and subsidence. When these
reports were put together the data
showed a line of practically continu-
ous - fissure over a. vast distance.

Burton did his part and Stanley‘
noted how fiordlike are certain of the
African lakes: Rudoll, Adbert Nyanza, ‘

za is not so clearly in the Great Rift .
as it is between two branches of it,
for the Rift actually branches. There
are more than thirty blind lakes in
the Big Sink, none of which has out-
lets overground. Several may have‘
underground outlets, as is almost un- .
doubtedly true of Naivasha.
Crosses Mountains And Rivers.

Extension of the Red Sea fracture
into Africa was first recognized by |
Douville, a French geologist. The
abruptness of the eastern front of i
Abyssinia caught his imagination and |
he likened it to the fracture lines of
the Red .Sea and the Jordan Valley.
Douville thought the crack continued
across what he called the “Eastern
Horn of Africa,” and on down the
“Mozambique Coast"” to Mombasa. This
led him to say that it was one of the
most important “accident” on the sur-
face of the earth.

He was correct in conjecturing about
its extent, but wrong as to direction.
This was proved by Suess in 1891 af-
ter the discovery of Lake Rudolf.
Suess correctly traced the Jordan-Red
Sea rift along the eastern face of Abys-
sinia, down the Hawash depression
between the highlands of Somaliland
and Abyssinia, inclosing the lake
chain of southeast Abyssinia, across
British East Affica to Lake Manyara.
Here he found a gap, so far as his
evidence went.

This has now been supplied and the
Rift has been traced on through the
Shire lowland across the - Zambezi-
with laterals in several places includ-
ing Tanganyika, Kiva and Albert Ny-
anza, and with lesser rifts to the Sabi
Valley. Nyassa is in the main course;
so are Naivasha and Nakuru, and many
more lakes.

The Rift crosses mountains and riv-
ers. - in certain parts.of the line of
depression ils devious and carved way
{s as clearly formed as \{ done with a
channelling machine, and at other
places the break is erod:d so that its
escarpments are not easy to follow,
23:d the trzil must be kept by altitude
or lack of it.

The Faclt In The Jordan.

Between the Dead Sea and the Ar-
sba Valley there Is a ridge 660 feet

of the faylt of the Jordan as 4,600 ft.,
all in limestone. In the Red Sea,
Crossland giveg the downthrow as 11,-
000 feet. Hume, director of the geo-
logical survey of Egypt, reperts at

peninsula.
The Arar desert plains between
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volcdnoes of all ages
steaming ones to dead
great antiquity. '

The Master of Nazareth was born ¥1 ;

the Rift region and knew its demen
weirdness. It was in the Great Rift
that the devil tempted Him. ‘Mo
had the decalogue from the top ot
neighboring mountain. Israel’s hoste
were helped across the Red Sea w
some magic of the Great Rift. M’o—
hammed took his midnight walks aloug
its escarpments and there heard the '
voice of Allah.

There are mineral riches, too; gold
and precious stones and iron s.nd cop-
per. In ten thousand ways the Rift
has been the stage of the world &s
well as its deepest wound and least- '
healed scar.

Origin Of The Rift.

The origin of the Rift is usually'
placed at the end of the Eocene per- |

iod, but it was by no means finished
then and in fact is still'subject to min+
or convulsions. The Ophir gold trails,
over which came the gold for Solo-
mon’'s temple gathered by Hiram of
Tyre, were obliterated no doubt in the
All who knew them
were destroyed, and the trails have
been picked up again only recently.
In these convulsions civilizations have:
been entombed, as more will be be-
fore the Great Rift becomes stable. -

In large part, the phenomenon still
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should be followed by the financial
failure of Edmoud. Yet for those who
know the intimatt details of M ‘busi-
ness of the Stinlea family, Edmond's
failure is much more obvioul and
significant than thg oollapu of Hugo,
Jr., and roualu the real cause of the
exit of the }Ionn of Stinnes a short
time after the death of the great in-
dustrial magnate.
! Artist; Not Businessman.
Dr. Edmond Stinnes i{s the elder
son of theé late magnate. But though
the ndtural Buccessor of old Stinnaes,
he never played an important role in
the management of the immense busi-
ness of his‘father, While he was alive.
Stinnes, Sr., 'wés very fond of his
élder -son;  but never considered him
'an able dnd’  efflefent businessman.
While the’ ysunger brother was sec-
retary to 'hig father and general man-
ager of thé huge Stinnes business,
the older Edmond studied in various
German—universities. His hobby was

the study of arts and his ambition |
was to becomne a noted writer on this.

subject: or a ‘professor in a . famous
German university, rather than to be

the successor of his father as head of |
He disliked |
loved to be among |
, artists. On one occasion he stated that |

the House of Stinnes.
; business and

, the painter Liebermann or the writer
1 Gerhart Hauntmann was worth much

~more in his eyes'than all the business- |
men-of Germany. His father’s idea was |
that although Bdmond--who obtaihed |
i the degree of Bachelor of Arts-—should |

i be a member of ‘the firm, the active
; leader should be Hugo, Jr., his second

son, Edmond’ devoting the larger part |

. of his time to study a'nd writing.

Had Foreseen the Catastrophe.

But despite his dislike .of- business,
Edmond proved -to be.the one of the
brothers who saw .things more clear-
ly. After the death of.Stinnes, Edmond
disapproved his ybunker brother’s
reckless and bold .business
Violent scenes between the two took
place almost every day. BEdmond
wanted to slow down the speed ‘of the
business. He emphasized that condi-
tions since the dedtli/of his father had
been changed greatly @nd that tactics
used by his father could not be applied
under the present conditions. Ger-
many had returnefi-to'the gold stand-

encompasses the wildest portions of§,;
i Africa.
its area are infested with the tsetsé

ness victims within its walls are mil-
lions.

Speke’s cones that sérape the sky |
are in the RIift, likewise the Moun-
tains of the Moon that Ptolemy knew.
Its volcanoes are of all ages and con-
ditions. There are scores that .are
still warm, yet the oldest’ of its
veins are more ancient than the Alps.
For the Great Rift was not torn asun-
der all at one time. The wrecking and
rebuildlng is still going on to-day.

Trutb About the -
‘Collapse of the
House of Stinnes

ANTIPAHY TOWARD THE GERMAN |

BANKS A FACTOR IN FAILURE.
The entire German industrial and
financial world was startled a few
weeks ago by the amazing revelation
that after the collapse of the huge

Thousands of square miles of[

ard and the chapter- -of -buying -up
everytﬁing on cerdit snd paying after
a few ipnths was closed in the econ-

| fiy,- and“thle’ graves ‘ot sléeping sick- | { omic' life of Germany. .Old Stinnes

bought . 'and " paid: with borrowed
rioney because he knew that in a few
i weeks or even in a few days he could
'pay it back in' paper money more
worthless than it was a. few weeks
ago.'Hugo Stinnes, Jr.,, bought and
borrowed . freely, despite the fact that
the epoch of inflation was over. Ed-
mond wanted to run the business on a
sound, conservative basis, Hugo, Jr.;
wanted to gamble‘and to speculate.
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Australian >

MELBOURNE, Australia, Sept. 25.—
| (By Canadian Press)—The Australian
general election which will be held
on November 14 will be watched with
considerable interest in ‘other parts
of ‘the British Empire as well as in the
island continent in view of the fight

business of Hugo Stinnes, Jr. the
.
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ernment and the Labor Party as the
result of the unofficial strike of Brit-
ish seamen in Australian waters. In-
deed the election has been precipitat-
ed by the strike, and the appeal of the

the country is in the nature of a chal-
lenge to the extremists of the Labor
Party.

The recent passage in the Austral-
fan House of Representatives of the
amendment to the Immigration Act

person who 1s not of Auetralian birth

Charlton, member for Hunter, New
South ‘Wales. Incidently there was,a

All this aroused such strong criticism
of the Government that Premier
Bruce decided on the dissolution of the
House and an appea] to the eountry.

The bill providing for deportation
and the appointment of a deportation
board to carry out. the measure . is
generally regarded as having been
aimed chiefly at Tom Walsh, President
of the Australian :Seamen’s Union,
khown as an extremist in the Labor
Party. Walsh and J. Johannsen,. an-
other labor agitator, have been asked
to show cause why they should not be

men’s strike. Labor Leader Charlton
and his supporters in the House of
Representatives, in opposing the Bill,
declared that this was an infringe-
ment on the liberty of the subject.
The outcome of the election may

|have a far-reaching effect, and the re-

sult may depend to a large extent on
whether orf not the seamen’s strike is
gettled ifi the meantime.

Premier Bruce classes President
Tom Walsh of the “Australian Sea-

men’s Union as a Communist. A short
time prior to the Premier’s announce-
ment that he would dissolve parlia-

ment and appeal to the people for a

mandate he made a speech in which
he attacked the Communists. He de-
clared that they had gained control
of trades unionists in.: Australia and
were using it to aid in bringing about
a social revolution and the establish-
ment of a dictatorship by them over
the whole of the Commonwealth. The
Premier. md the Government was de-
termined to fight Commuxniem with all

wmnm amu. and the "

between the Bruce Nationalist Gov—*

! NOTICE.

Premier, Stanley Melbourne Bruce, to |

providing for the deportation-of any |

who has been found guilty of foment-
ing labor trouble precipitated a crisis. |
The bill had a stormy route through !
the House because of the opposition |
of the Labor Party, led by Matthew '

wholesale issuance of warrants for the

General Election |;

arrest of 600 striking British seamen. ;

deported for their activity in the sea- ;
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speech of Pre mier Bruce denouncing ;cial measures.

Bolshevism in -which speech the Pre-} The Bruce Government succeed
mier, referring to the seamen’s strike, ; the administration of William M
said ‘“the viper: of Communism has | Hughes, K.C, after the last gene
raised its head,”” declared that the !election‘ and the Bruce cabinet w
press and many public nien were en- :fox'mod on February 9, 1923, with S. 1
deavoring to o\ rshadow “the real is- ] Bruce as Premier and Minister for
sue” by tryjng i) scare the peop]e into  ternal Affairs. Hughes was Pr
believing that A.ustralia was on the | of Australia from October 27, 191
brink of a soc’lal revolution. til his Government was overthrown!

Mr. Charlton,;’ criticizing the Gov- |the general election and Bruce s
ernment for hawing passed the depor- | ceeded him on February 9, 1923, &
tation bill, referr>d to the fact that the | Stated.
Brll:lgh seamen’s. strike had occurred
in Great Britaiwm, New Zealand and
South Africa, a5 ‘well as in Australia,
and said that no sqch drastic legisla-
tion as this had keen passed by any of
these other cortntries. He s8aid he
though the ordilmary penalty for law
breaking should serve within Com- |speaking, wheh the yolk spreads of
monwealth, withgput resorting to spe- ' flat the egg has a 1ongefr past.
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