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. extreme-poverty,

' which semetimes cheers

Lady nf the Mght

Ameha. Makes a Sucqess

CHAPTER: XIII,
L ONAWAY,

T-Mr. Hodges procrastination in” pay-
“fng his rent was evidently not duye to
3 for Margery pro-
ceeded to spread . out a tea fit for a
prince. In addition to the béverage
anhd’ some-
times produces -dyspepsia, there were
a -huge 'ham, a- large pasty, boiled

- REES, B plate of cakes, an enormous

_loaf, a ‘pat of golden biitter, and best
aof-all, a bowl of clotted cream; of all

-of which Nora was pressed to partaks.

Mr. Hodges, notwithstanding ‘the no-
tice to quit, talked freely and light-
heartedly throughout the meal.

He ‘was eager for news ol the main-
lnnd :

.He had heard of the war in South
Afrlca, but knew nothing of the re-
sult, long since acclaimed, A news-
paper only very oeeasionally réachod
Lonaway, and Nera-was fully. occupied
in ‘recounting the various occurrences
which had recently ‘startled the world,
of which no tldmgs ‘had reached the
little island.

_While she ‘was talkmg and Mr.

Hodges hstemng placidly, occasionally’
remitting -a "“Lor’ie me! you don_t
say!” Margery sat beside the fire, har
china‘blue eyes fixed on the speakers
a&xi they were lode-stars.
: ‘I dessay, you've . got anather of
tl’em papers to serye on Shuffley down
& the quarry. If so be as you'd like
tWstep down there, it'll e a little
walk afore supper.”

“Iupper!” exclaimed Nora, with ‘a
Fdgh. “I.am afraid I.can’t eat any-
Zhing else after thls ‘tea.”

‘thoro‘u(hly.

cndldmlm
'(ﬂoa Shuftley, it ap-
_rented the

| granite’ quarry, and m-;whut. '
‘| conld ‘be eeen from a litﬂe rise-near.

Hodge's farm.

Nora ran down the puth and - tonu ;

the man of the/quarry sitting outside
his hut. He was a thin, melanchely

man, but .he accépted the fotice |-
i phleg;netleelly. remarked’ that dessay]'
: | he could serape the-rent togethes,

, and,
‘after deciining his offer of hoaplumy
qu took a stroll, *

Thcre seemed-to be.ne otlur habita- |-
tions on the island save thiose she had
seen. Though Jacob regarded it with
‘prejudiced eyes, the Dllﬁ! was fas-
cinating to Nora, The ‘silence, : the
solitude, the atmosphere of freedem.
the lack of -restraint, held a charm
for her young spirit, and she devoutly
hoped that the'two tenasts would put ]
off the payment of their.rent until the
last’ possihle moment. ‘

The sea'ulls, in myriuls whu'lcd
and shrieked like lost souls :equng
rest; the stars came m;t anil were re-
flected in the pool of the cove in which
she had landed, She telt g if shewere
alone in a new/ and yet old, strange
world; she: had left her past life be-
hind her; the girl, Nora Ryall had dis-
appeared or died, and .the lad, Cyril
Merton, had takem her. place.  The
impression remdined with her when:
she weke in her tiny.bedroom under
the eaves; for no one geemed to sus-
pect her sex; and every ome nceepted
her.in her assumed one.

‘The weather was delightful, the air |

so mill and yet so bracing as it came’
straight’ from Labrador, that Nora’s
spirits rose, and she enjoyed herself
The only  thipg. that
marred: her - perfect enjoyment was the
conduct of Margery, who. still.stared
at Nora, and watched and listened to
her with an lnterng' which u*creased
daily. ¢

She blushed when Nora npo.(e fo her,
and she waited upen the visitor with a
shy ‘devotion which might have been
gratifying to the reeipient, if Margery
had belonged to the other: sex; but
these . attentions, coming from a girl,
Nora regarded as more or less of a
nuisance. Acgordingly, she got out ot

‘Ma.rgery's way gs much’as possib!.e

Sometimes. she agsigfed With the ‘fafm
work, but most of the time she Toamed
about the -island, She . found the
quarry specially tasmnnting, and cul-

WMG nm‘

to get through it; which Bbservation
‘embittered Nora’s every mouthful.

tivated the friendship of the taciturn

; Shuﬂley, who, moroge aud beansn lvealed the slightest intention of puy—
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emough in his. interconrse with ‘other
persons, soon melted under the sun-
shine'of Nora’s manner.

She frequently sat on the edge of the
quarry and watchéd Shuffley and his
couple.of men blast -out and -manip-
ulate the huge blocks, ‘and it seemed
to her there were immense ponslbm-'
txes in the apparéntly inexhaustible |
anq valuable material.’ One day ag
she was sitting there 'she saw to her
annoyance Margery. oomlng towards
her. ‘She :hoped ihat the girl” was
merely passing, and she kept her head
turned away from her and gazed dowrr:
into’ the quarry; but Margery cafne
towards her, and blushingly held out
a can.

. “I have ‘brought ’ee some milk,” she
sald shyly; "“it’s wery hot, "and Iy
thought ‘ee might be thirsty.” [

. Nora scareely glanced at her "Its
not particularly hot,”  she: sajd, un- !
gratéfully, “and I'm.not at' a¥ thirsty; |
but I ‘daresay the men t.here will be
glad of & drink. I'Wl take it down to
them. Thenks.”

She took the can and ' .‘went down
with it at once; and there was nothing
left for. poor Margexy' te do but to
tarn. and go homewards, which ' she
did with an ‘air of dejection; and a
heavy sigh’ Nora had hoped”that this
rebuff would put a stop to the unwel- |
eome jattentions; but when she re-
turned that evening to supper Margery
appeared to have forgotten the in-
gratityde with which . Her kindness
had been receiyed; and hovered. about
Nora, piling up her plate. with supep—x
fluous food, and ‘watching her attempts

The days passed absolutely unevent-
rully Neither Shuffley. nor Hodges re-

‘| with her wound; but a map grows
{ restless’ and- impatient, and. wants. to
|dash away from the spot where he has
‘| sufféred.

‘I'saw the H”W faer scnddlnx_

Niave hecome sudden

‘| blow. had fallen so suddenly that he

i Mrs. Ryall’s words rang in.

‘| kept.her silent.

* [ with! the horses. He travelied with the ,

| man’s ‘face was twisted into a huge|

: | *who would

41 thoulltt T'knew mm t._p

w""?‘w

{ shire, Mr. Gnluu?'

the wind t6 the cove. ‘Her slight, slim'
figure pressing closely to the oliff gould,
Tot have been seen from' the degk
thelitﬁevmel. pd, with @ smile, shi }
was about'to give. n Marks a eall |
to so astonish him, ﬁna had “actually
opened her lips to do sp, when sie saw
that he had o passenger.
too far off for her to.see the figures
pl nly, angd presently Ahe ‘bogt. Juffed
ssed out’ of her sight. She
cllmbcd to the top of the JNff, and went |.
‘across the downs to meet the Captain
at the Lnndlng place. She had got half-

‘way as the Happy Lucy ran alongside | -

the quay; and she was guickening her
| pace to & run, when suddeply she
stopped ‘the blood rushed to ber faco,

then left it slmost as quickly,

The second figure in the hoat had
risen and was ‘standinz upright, His
face turned tqward the island. 5

. 'With, 'a choking semsation in har
throat, Nora sank to the ground and
sat there:a ‘moment, breathing. pain-
fully. , Then she rose and !lsd not ‘in
the’ dxrecuon of the farm, bit.away to
tlze remotest part of the island.
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CHAPTER ]\IV

A MEETING WITH MR. STBELE‘!
» Eliot walked awuy\ttom ‘the pienie,
scarcely knowing whither his feet
were taking him. The sky seemed to
black, the warm
air ¢hill and thredtening. . If Youth's
| capacity for joy is keen; muoh keener
is its capacity for. suffering. At that

moment life seemad . epded for Bliot; |} -

his love for Nora was. a very deepi
and a .very passiopate one, apd the

felt ‘half-stunped and erushed - by -it.
1is _ears,
"and ln his heart..llke the knéll of all
‘his hopes, of his life's solg’ eslre

. It,never oceurred {o him teo doubt
her. statement, and he lnutanu'y found
| some co‘rrobqration of it in ' Nora's
manner and speech when she had told
her of his-love i the plant.agton She
had said, “You must not!” she had put
him away from her, had broken tway
from him a8 if she regretted; h&‘flng
listened to him, having let him kiss
her. Yes! .it .was:plain enoughi shé
had b carried away for the mongent
by thd force of his passionaté'a¥owal,
and had lacked the courage to tell him
that she was' engaged, 0L 38 gbocl as
engaged to marry:another man.

' Perhaps it was not only “lack ‘of
courage;- but pity for “him. that l_md
She.was so.young, 80
innocent; -he had, taken -her by sur-
prise, startled her,” . Oh; yes, it wap
plain enough, easily comprnhenaible
‘He Stopped .and looked - round’ hﬁu
hopelessly, helplessly. - The place,had
suddenly grown distasteful - tb him;

' with thé pl'elonce of Nora it had been
an earthly Paradise; without her it.
was just a wild, dreary plice from'
which he wanted to fly. Not even his.
beloved horses could’ raife his spirits
or divert his . thoughts.. A heart-
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stricken w'oms,.n can remiain quigscent

‘Three of his harses were .olng to
London for lale,’ gnd Eliot all in a
'moment decided that instead of ‘gend-

ask Sir Joseph's permission, for 8ir
Jaséph left him a free hapnd.
After a’ sleepleu night he started |

most., restive’ of them, and devoted him- "
;ell ‘to soothing the fretfulanimal; saw |

ing hig head man with them, he would
.| go ‘himself.- It was not necessary to|*

‘ .No Matter How fhe Flre
: is Caused

if you're not insured you’ra 8

loser.  Take time to' see about
your policies:
‘best - companies and reaaomble
mtei

- PERCE JOHNSON

InsurqncoAxont-

them into the London stables, and was | Tomrr e
wandering ‘down one of the streéts in
South Lambeth in search'of an hotel,
his mind’ fixed on Nors, when he felt'
his-sleeve twitthed; and, waking sud-
denly from his reverie, looked round |
and saw Mr. Stripley. - That gentle-

smile, compounded of surprise - and
pleasure.. Of course, he.had plucked
his_hat, and he waved it in one
liand while he extended the’ other.
“Gracious me!” exclaimed. Btripley,
m i®? 108 Nﬂ‘-.
trel:
-at fAirst; 'btt

Fosuied i |
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