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LISES

On hearing the invitation, before the Litany, to pray for 
our fellow countrymen in the East.

EXODUS, CHAPTER XTII.

When Moses raised his hand on high,
The Israelites prevailed,

And Am’lek'e hosts were forced to fly—
For courage naught availed.

But when his weary hand hung down, ^
The victors turned to flee ;

And brief success the efforts crown 
Of Israel's enemy.

The priests stood by their chief, to aid 
And cheer hie troubled mind ;

His sinking arms they strongly stayed 
Until the sun declined.

Meanwhile the tide of victory turned,—
The foe no mercy found ;

The Jewish hosts with vengeance burned.
And carnage spread around.

The Lord o'erlhrew the flying foe,
The battle strife was o'er ;

And He declared that none should know 
The name of Am'lek more.

No trust in numbers may be put,
Nor does the race belong

To men, however swift of foot,
Nor battle to the strong.

Then we will raise our hands on high,
To Israel's God, in prayer ;

Be this the burden of our cry :
“ Our friends and brethren spare."

Should faith grow cold, or hope prove vain.
And praying bands hang down,

Do Thou our cause thyself sustain, z*’
And add to thy renown.

The idol temples overthrow ;
Let mosque and minaret fall

And may each ruthless Sepoy know 
That Christ is Lord of all.

to the most secret sins, even of thought, or against the 
ninth or tenth commandments." You know yon omit 
the second commandment, which forbids your bowing to 
pictures and images, and divide the ninth and tenth, and 
thus complete the number. On receiving confession as 
thus ordained, the priest pronounces absolution upon the 
penitent, “ not conditional or declarative only, but ab
solute and judicial." When I remember the use which 
your Church has made of this doctrine, and the fearful 
power which it gives the priest over the people, my heart 
swells with emotion as l pen these lines ; and, like the 
angel of Manoah’s sacrifice,

S. S. S.

KIR WAN'S LETTERS
HUGHES.

TO BISHOP

LETTER Till.

Farther Reasons for not returning to the Papal Church.
Celibacy of the Clergy.—Auricular Confessions.—A. call 
on Irish Papists to assert their Rights.
My dear Sir,—In my last letter I entered on the state

ment of the reasons which yet prevent me from returning 
to the pale of your Church. I adverted only to four : 
your virtual prohibition of the Bible ; the way and 
manner of your public worship of God ; jour ceremonial 
law, which burdens and crushes without instructing or 
correcting the conscience, and the obstructions which 
you erect between ray soul and my God. These, or either 
of them, would be reason sufficient, not merely to excuse 
but to forbid my ever returning to your communion.
For me to give farther reasons would seem to be a little 
like your doctrine of supererogation, which is not among
the least of the absurd errors of your infallible Church; to those of your country am 
but as the argument is conclusive, you will bear with 
me while 1 proceed to the statement of a few others.

I cannot return to your Church until you cease teach
ing tor doctrines the commandments of men. Permit 
me here to say, dear sir, that, without a solitary excep
tion, the things which are peculiar to your Church—the 
things which make it distinctively what it is, are the 
commandments of men. either in direct opposition to the 
teachings of the Bible, or based upon the most gross 
perversion of its meaning. In us brief a manner as 
possible, permit me to illustrate this position, w.

v , my thanksgivings
heaven that I have escaped the snare of the fowler.

Now, sir, let me again turn querist, and ask yon. 
Where in the Bible do yon find your doctrine of anricular 
confession taught 1 With me, the teachings of all your 
councils weigh not a feather. Give me, if you can, Bible 
authority. Is there one text, from Genesis to Revelation, 
which you, aa a scholar, will say teaches it? 1 put this 
question to you, not as a bishop, but as a scholar. A 
priest from Mayuooth, taught there only to mumble the 
Missal, or a poor unlettered peasant from Mayo or Gal
way, into wbbgeMps words are put, as into the month of 
a parrot, migkSquote to me James, v., 16, which says.
“ Confess your faults one to another "—but will you do 
it? They might tell me that the Pharisees were baptised 
of John Baptist, “ confessing their sins ; " that at 
Ephesus, “ many that believed came and confessed, and 
showed their deeds "—but will you do it! If James is 
your authority, are not you bound to confess to me, if 1 
am to you ? “ Confess your faults one to another if 
this text teaches auricular confession, I hold you to 
it. When did you put the poor Irishman, who whisper
ed his sine into your ears, in yonr seat in the confession
al, and. kneeling down outside, whisper through the 
little square hole out in its side your sine into his ear ? 
This would be confessing your stns one to another. This 
would be reciprocal confession ; but yours is a true Irish 
reciprocity—all on one side. Did you ever do this, sir ? 
Never, never. 1 ask yon again, not as a bishop, but as 
a scholar, whether a single text quoted by Challoner, or 
Butler, or Hay. gives a shadow of countenance to your 
doctrine of confession ? Lay aside your mitre, your 
crosier, your crook, and your canonicals, and look 
those texts as simple John Hughes, and then answer my 
question. How can you account to man or to God for 
the erection of such an awful institution as Auricular 
Confession, upon the merest perversion of Scripture-»-* 
perversion which bas neither sense nor wit to excuse it, 
and without a solitary text or example in the Bible to 
sustain it? Ob, why will you do as a priest what you 
would not do as a scholar or as mair?

And, then, what aggravates the ^ivhole matter is, that 
every man who is made a priest, no matter how ignorant 
or wicked, feels himself divinely appointed of Heaven to 
confess sinners, and to absolve them feom their sins ! 
No matter if he is a Judas, he has the same authority to 
confess and absolve as Peter ! A priest, sir, under your 
own jurisdiction, and, 1 am sorry to say, an Irishman 
also, was heard thus to address the hostler of the hotel 
at which he boarded on returning from Mass on Sabbath 
afternoon : ** Pat, get up my horse ; I have to go and 
confess a poor devil who is dying five or six miles oat in 
the country." I would not say this wretch is a fair 
sample of all your priests : I hope otherwise. But 
there are too many like him ! And he has the same 
power to confess and absolve that you have, against 
whose character I know nothing, save that you sustain a 
system whish you must know to be as false as the Koran.

I would implore you, my dear sir, to review this doc
trine of your Church Am to Ihe Word of Oo4, i* >• 
baseless as the fabric of a vision. It was unknown in 
the Jewish Church ; it is untaught in the Christian 
Scriptures. It crept into your Church during the Dark 
Ages. It was nailed upon it at Trent. It is clearly a 
device of man, and in terrible opposition to some of the 
plainest precepts of God’s word. It gives power to the 
priest, and enslaves the people. It has been to your 
Church, in every land, a fearful source of corruption. 
Every thing is beneath you but the truth. Rejest the lie, 
however long it may have been told, and however it may 
increase your income and influence. No longer prosti
tute your talents and education in maintaining this 
religious juggle, but send the sinner to the cross, telling 
him that whosoever shall them confess and forsake his 
sin shall find mercy. In this thing show yourself a man, 
and the blessings of unborn generations will be upon 
you.

And could I address myself to every papist upon whom 
the sun shines, I would say to them all, and especially 

r country and mine, the doctrine of confes
sion is a priestly device to gain am absolute authority over your

**. Ÿoconsciences. You are no more bound to confess to a priest 
than he is to confess to you. And as to the doctrine of 
absolution connected with your confession, it is simple 
blasphemy. God only can forgive sin. And were it not 

the leei

i, pei— — —-----------— . —
Your Church teaches and enjoins the celibacy of its 

clergy in language the most pointed and positive, and the 
Council of Trent hurls its anathemas against all who 
would assert tho contrary doctrine, or who would admit 
the lawfulness of the marriage of a priest Thus you 
forbid tho priest to marry ; you damn him if ho does 
marry, and you anathematize all who think or say that 
in marrying he sinned not against God or man. Ail this, 
you admit, is so. Now, then. I ask your authority for 
•o teaching. I ask, not your ecclesiastical, but your 
scriptural authority. Did not the Jewish priests marrv ! 
Wa. not Peter your flret Pope’ Thie job aeeert. And 
wee not Peter • wife"» mother eick of a forer Malt., 
,iii 14 Pope Peter, then, had a wife. Why would it 
be a mortal ein io Pope Piua IX to haw one mleoj 
Would he be the less pious or moral on that account « 
You, sir, are a bishop. How far you are a scriptural 
bishop is not now the inquiry But Paul, in writing to 
Timothy, says, “ A bishop must be the husband of one 
wife .... having bis children in subjection with 
all gravity." And even poor “deacons," the lowest 
order of your ministry, are thus instructed by Paul :
» Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling 
their children and their own houses well.”—1 Tim.,
,UNow. dear sir, put these things together, and see in 
what a position they place you ! Peter, your first Pope, 
had a wife, and you damn to the depths of perdition any 
pope that would, in this respect, follow Pope Peter ! 
Challoner eaye that he had no commerce with his wife 
after he was made an apostle ! ! Will you tell me how 
Challoner found that out? Deacons and bishops ore 
commanded, or, at least, permitted to have wives, and 
you would empty the seven vials of your wrath, and 
pour all the anathemas of Trent upon the head of the 
priest or bishop that, in obeying God. would disobey 
your Ohuroh ! Is it possible for you and the Bible to be 
in more direct opposition ? Is it wrong to conclude that, 
in thus forbidding to marry, your Churoh gives at least 
one evidence that it is Antichrist? Will vou favor me, 
dear sir, with a common-senso exposition of the meaning 
of Paul, 1 Tim , iv., 3, where he brands “ forbidding 
to marry " as a doctrine of “devils?" If half as 
literal in the exposition of Paul as in your exposition of 

• this is my blood," how will you avoid the inference 
that you are a devil ? Pray remember I do not say yon 
ire a devil ; if you were, you would nor believe half you

. God only can forgive ein,
for the fees connected with your confession aqj absolu
tion. there is not a priest upon the face of the earth that 
would care a straw about your confession, or that would 
commit the blasphemy of forgiving your sins. If bishops 
or priests wilknot#in this day of light, cut in pieces tne 
net wove in the Dark Ages to confine and trammel you, 
it is in your power to rise and tear it in pieces. Irish 
Roman Catholics ! our fathers fought, and bled, and 
died to obtain for themselves and for us civil liberty 
Their blood, shed by British bayonets in these struggles 
for civil rights, have crimsoned every stream and fattened 
every field of Ireland. And will y du, their sons, bow 
your necks to a priestly tyranny, which debases you 
mentally and morally? Will you give yourselves to be 
led, and rode, and robbed by priests who eome to you 
pretending that the keys of heaven hang by their girdle, 
and that it is with them to let you in or shut you out at 
pleasure Î No man can be a slave while his soul is free, 
nor can any man be free while hie soul is in bondage.

There is, reverend sir, one confession which i freely 
make to you ; my spirit waxes warm when I think or 
write upon the absurdities of your Churoh—upon its 
flagrant perversions of the Scriptures—upon its shameful 
impositions upon tho ignorant and credulous—upon the 
unblushing effrontery with which it teaches for divine 
doctrines the commandments of men. And I assure you 
that my warmth of feeling is not diminished when I 
consider that a man of your character and country could 
consent to be a chief workman in this bad ^ business. I 
am ashamed for you. Irishmen have their faults, but 
they are not usually those of duplicity, or perversion of 
the truth ; and hence, while they make good papists, 
they make bad Jesuits. Do any thing rather than thus 
traffic in souls.

1 regret to find that I must end this letter without 
ending my illustrations of the way and manner in which

Îou teach for doctrines the commandments of men. 
his I hope to do in my next.

With respect, yours,
Kuwait

THE TENDER MERCIES OF THE ROMAN 
» CHURCH.

We find in the Watchman an extract from the Lon
don Quarterly Review thus introduced ; "Lord 
Shaftesbury has claimed for the Hindus an unrivalled 
prééminence in sensuality and cruelty. Let the follow
ing extracts be read, and it may be seen that there is 
ground to modify that conclusion. The statements 
are horrible, but so instructive, at the present time 
especially, that we feel bound to give them. The 
parallel between the Hindu refinements in cruelty 
and brutality, and the all but incredible deeds of Po
pish crusaders is complete:

"Of this territory only about one-third now be
longs to the Waldenses. On the Dauhphiny side, the 
sword has left but a few Protestants in the most ster
ile and inaccessible wilds On the Italian side, they 
were repeatedly and at last finally, driven from Sa- 
luzze: they were gradually forced into Romanism, 
or else exiled from the valley of Pragel during its 
possession by the French. The three central valleys 
only, with the XV aldensian half of the Peruse, have 
resisted through all vicissitudes, presenting the ex
traordinary phenomenon of a little people that has 
repeatedly withstood armies more numerous than it
self, and persecutions so many, that the record will 
probably never be complete: there were at least 
thirty-seven. It was their misfortune to belong to an 
Italian Prince, to a priest-ridden family which has 
furnished more saints for the Romish Calender than 
any other house of Prince or subject in Christendom. 
Between the years 1561 and 1686 alone, there were 
no less than sixty-eight enactments made against 
them. There were four formal attempts at total ex
termination by regular armies ; and in most cases the 
danger was increased by the perfidy of their so
vereigns or their agents, inducing them to disarm 

at upon terms which were always broken. In one in
stance the entire population was in the prisons of Pied
mont, or in the ditches of its fortresses, at the same 
time; three-fourths of them perished there, and the 
remnant was banished. With all this, innumerable 
private auta-defe, their children torn from them, their 
pastors burned or disembowelled whenever they 
could be kidnapped. Every possible variety of death 
was inflicted/upon this people in both their isolated 
and their wholesale martyrdoms. They were smeared 
with pitch and set on fire, their flesh was beaten off 
with heavy chains; they were beaten to death with 
burning brands; they were flayed alive; they were 
hurled from the top of precipices; they were sawn 
asunder, impaled, buried alive; fastened down into 
the furrows of their own fields, and ploughed into 
bleeding and dismembered masses. Some had their 
bowels torn out with blunt instruments: others were 
blown up by gunpowder introduced into the mouth 
after their tongues had been cut out. Here fiendish 
ingenuity thrust a cat into the open entrails of a still 
breathing victim: there limbs are chopped off slowly 
with a hatchet, and fire applied to stop the bleeding, 
lest the sufferer should escape too soon. They were 
tied up to the trees of their own orchards, and the 
heart and lungs deliberately hacked out. Fathers 
marched to their own deaths with the heads of their 
sons hanging from their shoulders. The breasts of 
women were sliced off; infants were quartered, or 
dashed against the rocks; young girls roasted alive 
upon lances; women with child burned alive, others 
cut open with sabres; the mother and new-born babe 
thrown into the same fire. A barbarous obscene mu
tilation of men, and the perpetration of the last out
rage upon women under every imaginable circum
stance of atrocity, were the unfailing traditional pro- 
cedings of all the armies of the Church; and when 
wearied with slaughter, they put quick lime into the 
wounds of the heretics who retained life enough to 
suffer. ‘There is not a rock in the Vaudois valleys 
that is not a monument of death,* cries Muston ; ‘not 
a meadow but has seen some execution; not a village 
but has had martyrs.’ And the wretches guilty of 
these fratricides were hounded on by Popes and 
monks, and taught that they wrought out their salva
tion! When the Waldenses did not perish in the day 
of blood, and were consigned to the judicial process 
of the Inquisition, the executioner was only more 
deliberate and the torture more scientific.

PRUSSIA AND ENGLAND.
(From the Si. John Church Witness )

The union which has just been cemented between 
Prussia and England by the marriage of Prince Frederick 
William and the Princess Royal, demands something 
more than a mere passing notice. Prussia and England 
are the two greatest Protestant nations of Europe, and 
we are led to inquire what will be the result to Protes
tantism. A glance at the map of Europe shows that 
troublous days are near at hand. Popery has long been 
seeking to bind the nations under its detestable yoke, as 
in ancient times ; but whether it will be permitted to 
succeed, time only ean reveal. The efforts made, so far, 
with Austria. France, Spain, and Italy, seems to be suc
cessful, but the people are evidently discontented. France 
ie shaking from one end to the other ; Italy is equally 
disturbed, Spain is chafing under the rule of an infamous 
Court ; Austria is groaning under an oppressive Concor
dat, and Russia is watching the state of all, with war? 
eye and calculating policy. Who can, therefore, tell 
what course events may take at any moment ? And what 
human hand is strong enough to guide Europe, should 
the agonies of oppressed nations goad them into madness1 
We repeat, then, what will be the result to Protestantism 
of the union of Prussia and England ! We say Protes
tantism—in other words. Bible truth—because, in that 
one word, are involved freedom, progress, light, evange 
lization and happiness. This one word indicates the ulti
mate battle-grounds on which the destinies of all those 
nations must be decided.—“ With Popery in the ascend 
ant in the European Courts, religious and civil liberty is 
impossible in European nations ; and us the international 
policy of these courts is always retrogressive, hope for 
tho people there is none, save in Protestant Christianity 
The Despots know this, the Pope and his priesthood 
know it—aye, and myriads upon myriads of French, 
Italians, and Austrians know it too. Ss well as we do. 
The rulers hate the Book ; the people, in numberless in
stances, long for it as the Divine fire which will melt their 
chains and set them free. Would that the future Sove
reign of Prussia, with the daughter of England by hie 
side, may so rule his country as to convince other Euro
pean states that Protestantism is better than Popery, 
constitutional Government better than despotism, and 
national liberty better than oppression ! But Kings are 
dull pupils when the lesson sought to be imparted relates 
to the welfare of the people ; and the Romish priesthood 
have so long plied their subtle craft that, instead of copy
ing a good example, Royal tyrants hate it just because of 
its goodness. Still we cannot but pray that, when the 
Prince shall be called to ascend the throne of. his ancee 
tors, it may be to commence a long and prosperous reign 
under the influence, and guided by the principles of that 
Book which has made Eogland free ; and it strikes us 
that a cordial union between two nations, both Protestant 
and both prosperous, may have, if not a directly good 
effect upon the other nations of Europe, y</t an effect 
sufficient to influence Cabinet Council which, in their 
turn, will influence beneficially tho future of all the 
European states. It is our consolation for the present, 
and our hope for the future, that the Lord reigneth over 
the kingdoms of men, that all events are under His su
preme control, and that He is working silently but surely 
towards the complete and glorious accomplishment of Hie 
own most glorious designs. Let us trust Him ; but 
whilst wo do eg, let us not cease to contend earnestly for 
the faith once delivered to the saints, and to rebuke firmly 
every form of heresy that tends to draw men away from 
the inspired fountain of light."

The following pecuniary arrangements have been made 
in respect to the Princess Royal and her husband, Prince 
Frederick William :—

Î am only holding you to your own priooi-
that you 
are a doi 
say you do 
pies.

Again : jour Churoh enjoin 
moat stringent rule» To thie 1 haw already adwrted in 
former lellere I advert to it again, to Uloatrate how

SB teach fur doetrinei the commandments of mao. The 
uneU of Trent teaehee that " it ie the date of aver, 

man who hath fallen after baptiem to confeea his etna at 
leaat once B year to » prieat." It tenoha. that “ thi. 
confession of sin is to be secret, for pohlle eonfeasioni. 
neither commanded nor expedient. It teaches that 
“ this confession of ein most be very exacti and particu- 
Ur, together with nil circumstances, and that it extend

“ The wise are taken in their own craftiness." It will 
be remembered how Dr. Maohale and his Mayo clergy 
moved heaven and earth to get their pet Mr. P. Moore 
into Parliament as an ultramontane Papist, and to oust 
lliggins, because, though a Roman Catholic, he ie ■ 
liberal. In doing this, they put in a Protestant tory, 
whose voters went for Moore, as quid pro quo. Moore was 
unseated on petition ; and Lerd John Browne, son to the 
Marquis of Sligo, a Protestant liberal, ie chosen. So 
Mayo, instead of two papists, has two Protestent repre
sentatives, and two of the priests are about to stand their 
trial for “ intimidation" into the bargain.

"The aged were burned in their beds ; mothers 
were beatvn with the dead bodies of their little ones; 
women writhed in agony, impaled naked upon posts 
set up by the wayside, or burnt aloft in this condition 
like banners; .... but we will not try to describe 
those countless horrors The horning words ofLeger, 
and other eye-witnesses, are in every respect histori
cal works on the subject, as far as modern decency 
admits. It was a people’s martyrdom, lust and cruelty 
rioting without restraint. We have, ourselves, as a 
nation, recently passed through months of indignation 
and anguish. The bare intimation of the atrocious 
sufferings of our countrymen and countrywomen in 
India has been sickening and maddening. Then what 
must it have been to see exactly the same outrage 
perpetrated upon far more victims, at one time; the 
scene a space not much larger than the Isle of Wight, 
and the survivors, not a people of twenty-eight mil
lions, but a remuant less numrtous than the mutila
ted dead? As that noble Englishman, Moreland, told 
the Duke before his court, if all tlie tyrants of all 
ages were alive again, they would be ashamed to 
find they had contrived nothing barbarous or inhuman 
in comparison of these things."

AN HEIRESS TAKING THE VEIL.
Miss Hales, the owner of the Hales estate, Canter

bury , took the veil as a novice of the order of Car
melite Nuns, on the 6th of January, in the chapel of 
the Carmelite Convent in Paris. Miss Hales intends 
making over the whole of her estates—«roughly valued 
at £150,000—to the Church of Rome ; only t xcept 
iog a small annuity in favour of her mother.

Prince Frederick William is to receive.an apanage of 
92,000 thalers a-yoar (£13,800), which, of course, will be 
increased when he becomes Crown Prince. In the marri
age-contract it is stated that tho expenses of the joint es
tablishment of their Royal Highnesses shall be defrayed 
out of the above-mentioned sum ; the interest, however, 
of the marriage portion which Her Majesty gives to the 
Princess Victoria, viz., £40,000, is to go in aid of the 
same. The aforesaid capital is to be handed over to n 
Commissioner appointed by the King of Pruscia, who will 
pay it into the Crown Treasury, and give security for it 
on the Crown Trust Fund, until all arrangements are 
completed. The interest of the £40,000 is to oe paid over 
every six months to a Commissioner named by their 
Royal Highnesses ; and in the event of the decease of 
either it is to go to the surviver. After the decease of 
both, the capital is to revert to their children in equal 
proportions, on their arriving at the age of eighteen-, or 
on their marrying ; if there shall be no child that attains 
that age, or that marries previously, the amount is to re
vert to the Princess in the event of the Prince departing 
this life before her; and it remains open to the Princess, 
oven if that improbable and much to be deprecated con
tingency should not supervene, to dispose of the su in by 
last will and testament. The yearly allowance of £8,000 
voted by the Parliament is to be paid quarterly to a Com
missioner named by Her Majesty. Their Royal High
nesses will be precluded, either separately or conjointly, 
from making any dispositions with regard to this amount, 
which is to be paid to the proper hands of the Princess 
herself, and her sole receipt is to be taken for it. The 
King of Prussia Secures the Princess in a jointure, the 
amount of which is to vary according to the following 
circumstances :—Should her widowhood intervene during 
the lifetime of the present King, the jointure is to he fixed 
at 30,000 thalers yearly ; if after the present King's de
cease, it is to amount to 40,000. In addition to this 
jointure the Princess will be entitled to receive the inter
est arising from her marriage portion, and a residence at 
Berlin completely furnished, according to the custom of 
the Royal family here. In case of the Princess living to 
become Quein of Prussia or Queen Dowager, the same 
amount is to be placed at her service as is usual for the. 
Queens of Prussia to receive, or tho same jointurô slftill 
be settled on her as the Dowager Queens of Prussia liiivq 
hitherto received, according to tho precedents in the 
Royal House of Prussia.

Louie Napoleon has once more become the bug-beer of the 
British poblic. He was so from the period of the covp d'etat 
io, 52 down te the time when Eogland and Francefcombined 
to chastise tfee insolence of Russia, and being our ally in ~ 
ihet arduous struggle, we condoned his antecedents, and 
accepted hie aid to pot down the Colossus of the North, 
who threatened to trample under hie heel* the liberties of 
Europe With the termination of the war the hollowness of 
the si lienee became apparent, and the present ruler of France 
is once more the target at which our politicians ebooi (heir 
pellets. The attempt on hie life a month back, in his owe 
capital, the result of a plot hatched in tb:s country by 
foreigners, and in which an Englishman named Alsopp, a 
member of the Stock-Exchange, figured prominent!?—fur 
whose apprehension the British Government has off- mi a 
reward of £200, accompanied wiih a full description of hie 
person—has opened once more on the Emperor of the French 
from this aide of the channel the sloiees of po'itical vitu
peration. Lord Palmerston'» bill making it felony to con
spire in thi« country against the lives of foreign p .mutates, 
has imparted to the newly-awakened feeling of hostility 
much that is actually venomous, and although the io.'hsory 
<iep of the new measure was carried in the House of Com
mons by an immense majority, and of its succe«s in Mv* sub
sequent stages no doubt ean be entertained, still, it will not 
pass without serious damage to Lord Palmerston’s Govern
ment, whose prestige has been greatly impaired by its intro
duction. It is not, then, to be wondered at that the duration 
of popular Ministries England is limited to three years 
and a half.

No doubt the vapouring of the French colonels in the offi
cial organ of their own Government was calculated to pro
voke anger in England. The whole thing was in execrable 
taste, and to call this country a den of assassins, as the belli
gerent colonels did in their addresses to the French throne, 
coupled with the expression of a desire to be led against us, 
was enough to rouse the spirit of Englishmen. B it it must 
not be forgotten that when our Government remonstrated 
against these addressee, an explanation was tendered by the 
French Government which ought to be received as satis
factory—they ignored and apologised for the tone of the 
addressee, and their appearance in the Moniteur, in its non- 
official part, was shown to have been without the authority 
of the Government. The correctness of this explanation has 
been impugned, perhaps correctly ; but the spo'ogy has 
been tendered and accepted, and if it be based on falsehood 
or misrepresentation, it is to our credit that we ha re forced 
the head of s proud and powerful nation to sink so low in 
order to regain our favour. The humiliation, if i< be so, is 
on his side, the honour on eu re. But he aaks for a conces
sion in return, namely, that if our laws ate not strong enough 
to adequately punish foreign conspirators in this country who 
a*pire to regicide, we shall strengthen the law. And Lord 
Palmerston's bill professes to reach these refugees with 
greater precision, and hence the ebullition of national anger 
to which we have adverted.

The Ministeris charged with meanness, cowardice, and ell 
other unworthy motives in thus acting, and it must be ad
mitted that the time has not been happily chosen for making 
the request. But it is worse than uselea to be carried away 
by words,however strong, which have little meaning in them. 
There is not a people on the face of the globe which abhors 
assassination more than we do, and we can have no sympathy 
with the wretches who are capable of such an net. The 
apology accompanies the request—acts which the beet society 
in private life countenance and practice, and what is not un
becoming in a spirited, well-bred man, cannot be so in a 
nation. We do net give up the right of asylum, we do not on- 
dertake the duties of police for the Sovereign» of Europe— 
we merely a«eign a qertain punishment to an « fie ce which 
all Christian countries agree in regarding as the worst term 
which crime can assuras, and considering that he who mukes 
this request is our nearest neighbour and has been our ally, 
—considering, too, that with the exception of the disowned 
vapouring addresses, nothing has occurred in his hearing to 
us at which we can take offence, much of the agitation to 
which the affair has given rise appears very like fanfaronade.

This outburst of feeling against the Emperor of the Frr nch 
is not in good taste at the present iim»rfor a ro"*n w: ■ >.as 
just escaped the perils of assassination is emitted to expect 
sympathy from those with whom he has eo-#-| .<med in * 
great struggle, and with whom lie wishes to live o • friendly 
terms. If our relations with France are not am :*blc, the 
opposite feeling will exist, and it is just possible that we 
may witness again the wretched spectacle of two great na
tions, in immediate proaimity, bent on each other"< destruc
tion, and imitating the doings of the Kilkenny cits. If a 
short-sighied personal feeling alone influenced Louis Napo
leon, a quarrel with England would be most accoptsb'e to 
his countrymen at the present moment—a luxury which *e 
would be sorry WHprovids for those who are striving so hard 
to blow the embers of discord.

After a succession of actions, which lasted from the 
7th to the 14th December, Sohamyl bas been obliged to 
defer to the desire of the whole population of the Great 
Tobetehna, and give in hie submission to Russia.

There are said to be 10,000 converted Jews in 
Europe, of whom about sixty are Christian ministers. 
Fifty years ago there were not 30 io London, but 
now there are 2,600.

NO MORE MADEIRA.
What shall we do? A Funchal correspondent of 

the Philadelphia Ledgér says there is to be no more 
"Madeira." None has been made since 1851. All 
recent attempts to manufacture this wine, he says 
have utterly failed. Pumpkin vines now adorn the old 
grape arbors, once covered with clusters of lucious 
grapes.*Alas! alas! what will become of us?

Lord Palmerston has given a pension of £24 a 
year on the Literary Civil List to Dr John Arm
strong, the learned Author of the "Dictionary of the 
Gaelic Language and Gaelic Grammar."

The Emperor of France has dismissed the Spanish 
nurse who was in attendance on the Prince Imperial, 
and has obtained the services of an English atten
dant, the daughter of a Norfolk farmer named Shaw. 
The infant Prince, it is said, thrives wonderfully.

Rex askable Conversion in tui South Sea Islands.— 
The Rev. Messrs, tieddie and Inglis, missionaries at the 
island of Aneiteum. one of the New Hebrides group, in 
letter dated 11th No?., 1856, write as follows “ The 
entire population of Aneiteum, nearly 4000, have now. 
with the exception of about 200, abandoned heathenism, 
professed Christianity, and placed themselves under our 
nstructione. The number of church members is 150, the 

number of candidates for membership is 75. XVo have 
four large places of worship, two on each side of the is
land, capable of containing upwards of 2000 worshippers. 
We have upwards of fifty schools ; the whole Christian 
population attend school for an hour five mornings in the 
week, and also on the Sabbath afternoon. In several of 
the sohoolhouses public worship is also performed on the 
Sabbath. Ths four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, the 
half of Genesis, the book of Jonah, the Epistle of John, 
and other detached portions of Scripture, are translated 
into this language. Upwards of 1400 of the natives have 
mastered the elementary books, and are reading in the 
Gospels. About 300 have made considerable progress in 
writing ; a good many of them have also commenced 
arithmetic. For nearly lour years marriage has been es
tablished upon Christian principles ; and without dis
turbing any previously recognised marriage, upwards of 
a hundred marriages have been solemnised with Christian 
rites The civilisation of the natives is keeping pace 
with their Christianity. Agriculture is extending, and 
food is becoming much more plentiful. Ths people are 
manifesting a strong desire for the arts and conveniences 
of civilised life. Housebuilding and roadmaking are fast 
improving the appearance and condition of the island. 
In addition to our four places of worship, there are now 
twenty-four large sohoolhouses, framed with wood, and 
the walls plastered with lime, while cottages of ihe same 
materials for chiefs, teachers, and others, are rising up 
in all directions. The natives will now sell anything, or 
work si anything, to obtain European clothing. ’

To secure a greater supply of reernits Government has 
been compellpd to raise the bounty. For the fu:ure each 
recruit is to receive £3 in cash and a free kit,—a «rifling in-, 
ilunement, certainly, for s youth to sell hie perao ml indepen
dence to his country, and fight its battles, for t ■venty-mie 
years. It ie well perhaps, that recruits are not «v r conver
sant with the mysteries of blue books, for one recently issued 
by the Government throws a melancholy light on the soldier's 
fate. The sanitary condition of the British army, a -cording 
to the roporl -of the Royal Commissioners, which ippear# .n 

| « his blue book, is enough to deter any youth who » an secure 
ihe animal wants of nature by following ihe plough or work
ing in the factory from all soldiery ambition. It appears 
from the statistics of the Commissioners that, i i times of 
peace, at home without the casualties of ihe battle field, the 
raie of mortality is infinitely higher -in the army than 
amongst shy other class of the community. This <s the faar- 

| ful piuture, drawn by no unskilful hand :—Vake one o, the 
I line—a Guardsman, or in the Cavalry. He is pi.-ked from 
jtliH mass of the population, as free from phvaical defects or 
perceptible disease Singly he is what the insurance offices 
call *• good life," and would come under the lowest premium 
of the soils. Our eyes are familiar with him. Look at the 
mounted sentinel at the gate of the Horse Guards—rather a 
fine specimen of the animal man, much above the ordinary 

| average. A puny Spitalfielda weaver might thrust both lege 
into one of his hoots ; and those capacious breeches would 
probably encase the whole body of the tailor who made them, 

j Yet take one hundred of these sons of Anak.and at the year’s 
end twice, or nearly thrice,as many will have died as amongst 
a thousand tailors and weavers in the same limn. Again', 
them is the man of the Foot Guards ; tall, well made, often 
a professional athlete teaching gymnastics to us weaklings 
and drilling boarding schools into upright carriage, or cun
ning of fence, good at single stick,, and an adept in the 
“ noble science," with the gloves or without them. He is 
not overworked, and the vicinity of Birdcage-walk is not the 
most unhealthy in London. A policeman has six times as 
much night duty, and is more exposed to changes and in
clemency of the weather. Yet in a thousand Guardsmen 
twice as many die in the apace of a year as in the esme 
number of agricultural labourers from whom he may have 
been taken ; twice and one-third ae many as in a thousand 
of all the outdoor trades of towns pot together ; and a frac
tion mote than in a thousand of the metropolitan police. The 
only distinct occupation which approaches that of the soldier 
of the Guards in the rate of mortality ie that of the clerk. 
It is atriboted to close and wearing application to business, 
the sedentary position, and want of fresh air and exertion. 
But the foot soldier has ample time for outdoor exercise, if 
drill, parade, and sentry duty are insufficient, and is not 
bound to sit and eternally sit, like the unhappy Theseus of 
the desk." Su«h are the dietteeeiog resells. The cause ie 
to be found in the vitiated atmosphere of the barracks—over
crowding, deficient ventilatio*, and improper sewerlge ; and 
the sameness of the food, for the soldier is fed for tweoty- 
008 successive years on boiled beef— the moat indigestible and 
tasteless nutriment that ean be need. But despite these un
promising results, which are now, it is to be hoped, in a state 
of mitigation, the recruiting is progressing at the rate of 
4000 a month for the infantry alone, and 6000 for all arras 
of the service together, which gives 72.000 for the year. 
Now that the cause of the excessive mortality in traced, all 
the energies of the Horse Guards will, do doubt, be directed 
towards its removal, not l«e free s feeling < 
from a spirit of economy.

of humanity than


