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WHY ASK ?

A WRITER, some few days ago
in The Star was seeking an ex-
planation of how Mr. Jas. Mc-
Grath went down to defeat in the
recent Municipal Election. If this
four eyed scribbier would look
over the back files of the Mutt and
Jeff organ he would soon learn
why Mr. McGrath was defeated.

The Star in all its boosts for
various councillors ignored Mr.
McGrath. It was only on the
eleventh hour the day before poll-
ing day that it figured on his be-
ing returned at all. This action
on the part of The Star, the organ
of the “Big Interests” i1s not hard
to fathom.

Mr. McGrath represents a class$
in the community that The Star
would keep under with an iron
heel. The men who Mr. McGrath
speaks for, the Laborers of St.
John’s, will get very little show
from the men who are running
The Star for the “Big Interests.”

Time and time again The Star
has displayed its attitude on lab-
our questions. Not long since
they attacked Mr. McGrath over
the manner in which he handled
the discharging of the grain
steamer Lyngfjord.

The Star at this time contended
that Mr. McGrath was wrong. Mr.
McGrath knowing his position to
be a solid one, held to it with the
result that the men gained their
point and are now thousands of
dollars in pockets, which other-
wise would have gone to some
agent or corporate body who have
never been known to lay awake at
nights crying over the miseries of
the poor.

If Mr. R. U. Right wants to
codd the people of this town we
suggest to him some other sub-
ject than that of poking fun at
our Labouring classes.

Perhaps, this scribe will tell the
Labouring men of St. John’s how
it happened, that although Mr.
McGrath was one of Mr. Gosling’s
board of commissioners, those
who voted for Mr. Gosling as
Mayor, in RECOGNITION OF
HIS GOOD WORK TO THE
CITY THE PAST THREE
YEARS, did not vote for Mr. Mc-
Grath as Councillor. If Mr. Gos-
ling was entitled to- their support
should they not, to be consistent,
have voted for Mr. McGrath as
Councillor?

If The Star men think they can
fool the labouring-men of this
~ city as they evidently think they
are doing, we feel sorry for them.
The labourmg classes are wide
awake just now and it will take
.some one smarter than Sandy to
pull the wool over their eyes.

If Mr. McGrath had to run in-
“dependent of the Commission
~there would have been no need
_for Sandy to worry over how it
.ijcame about that He was defeated;
“he would be then wondcrmg
where his b:g majority came

Nfrom; bu

.Back to

his influence towards the.election
of Mr. Gosling for Mayor, Mr.
McGrath found out that when the
ballots were counted that he was
badly knifed, not by the labour-
ing men, but by these who, claim-
ing Mr. Gosling’s record was such
that justified their voting for him,
but who could not bring them-
selves to vote for the full com-
mission board with the result that
three of them were last on the
poll.

This is we réspectfully submit
the reason Mr. McGrath was left
and no one knows it better than
the four eyed scribbler of the
Mutt and Jeff organ. '

THE SAGONA

FOLLOWING the custom” of

recent years thg Reid New-
foundland Company in the early
spring, or to be correct, the first
trip north of the Labrador coastal
steamer, issued reduced fares to
the fishermen who annually avail
of this steamer to reach the Lab-
rador coast at as early a date as
possible. This they did this spring
as in the past; but, unfortunately
hundreds of planters and others
who wished to reach the coast
were debarred from sailing on the
first trip of the Sagona for the
simple reason that the ship codld
not accommodate all who wished
to sail.

This has aroused great indig-
nation among the Conception Bay
fishermen who claim the treat-
ment accorded to them by the
Company or their officials is gross
ly unfair. Why should they be
charged full fare when the ac-
commodation given was in.no way
equal to that allowed under or-
dinary conditions. The fishermen
do not expect the Company to do
impossibilities, but they do expect
that when the usual accommoda-
tion cannot be given that the fares
charged shall be only for the kind
given and nothing more. The
Goyvernment who had the matter
in hand will be held responsible
for this state of affairs for the

very weak effort put forth to have

the matter righted and unless it
13 done 1t will not be forgotten
when the right time comes.
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AFTER THE BATTLE

No stain lies on that Northern Sea
Where Britain’s braves went

fighting down;

fought with foemen armed

and free,

And bolt for bolt, all valiantly,
Upheld Britannia’s fair renown.

They

No coward shot from sea or air,
Sped from their freedom-guard-
ing guns;
No Lusitania babes were there,
No cheap-got glory is their share,
Their deed no reckoning shuns.

Their bodies lie beneath the main,
In seaweed meadows, dark and
deep,
Or strewn upon the shimmering
plain
While dawn comes up the East
again;
They fought, they suffered and
they sleep.

Sut round about our walls of steel
Their lion spirits. watch and
Wﬂif:
The Huns before their onset reel,
their kennel cave of
Kiel—
Fleet, the Grand Fleet,
holds the gate.
—J. Lewis Mlhgan
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LIEUT. FERDINAND RIOUX

Mr. Ferdinand Rioux who for over
18 years has resided in this city and
has held several important positions
with the Reid. Nfld. Co., and who for
he past few years has had the oner-
ous post of assistant to President W.
D. Reid, has received a Commis-
sion in the Newfoundland Regiment,
as Lieutenant. Mr. Rioux will leave
here with the next contingent of our
boys and is eminently qualified to dis-
charge the duties which he will be
called upon to perform. Mr. Rioux
for several years was training with
the Canadian Militia and since coming
here has been a member of the St.
John’s Rifle Club ‘and was ome of its
best shots. Mr. Rioux has magde many
warm friends in this ecity, who will
watch his military career with sym-
pathetic interest and who presage for
his great abilities further preference
in the near future. We wish Mr.
Rioux every success as a soldier and
efficer and a safe return to old Terra
Nova.

6
The schr. “Mack Lake” arrived at
Greenspond from the Straits yester-
day with 450 qtls. fish.
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Britain’s. War Financing

London Telegraph:—What is it
we are doing in the matter of fin-
ance to-day? We are not merely
paying and pledging our ‘wealth
for the meeting of our own colos-
sal expenditure upon war by land
and sea; we are diverting a con-
tinuous flow of it, in the shape of
loans made by our Government to
those of the Dominions and our
Allies, to the war-uses of other
communities. There is no great
virtue in that fact by itself, for
their cause is ours, and we stand
or falls with it; but what ‘is, we
suggest, a notable thing is that it
affects in no degree the intensity
of the war-spirit, and wins no tol-
erance for any counsels in favor
of an indecisive peace.

Keep Your Gaze Seaward

London . Telegraph:—The Ger-
mans are resourceful, inventive
and determined. They are not,
we may be sure, living in idleness.
For our part let us never forget
that the whole fabric of this coun-
try rests on onc foundation-—the
British Fleet. We are paying the
price of our privileges, and we
must realise that this war is a ser-
ious business—more serious for
us by sea than by land. The effici-
ency of the British Fleet resides
in its officers and men; the casu-
alties must be made good. Ther=
must be no shortage of ships or
men. The nation owes it to its
past and its future to keep its
gaze seaward in full realtsation
that all our hopes—and those of
our Allies—are based on the main-
tenance of our sea power.

— e

A Bitter Faet for the Kaiser

Providence Journal:—Said the
Kaiser, addressing the crews of
the battered High Sea Fleet, upon
its return from its first meeting
with the British armament: “The
English fleet was beaten; what
you have done you did that, in the
future, Germany may have free-
dom of the seas for its commerce.”
But there is no more freedom for
German commerce than there was
before the fight. If a German
merchant gets an order for a
package of postcards, from any
part of the world more distant
than Scandinavia, he must appeal |
to the Allies as he has been doing,’|
for permission to ship them. Ali
the Kaiser’s boasting cannot ob-
scure that bitter fact.

That Passeth Understanding

Collier’s Weekly:—Religion has
been bankrupted by the war in
Europe, according to seme pess-
imists; others say that the war has
meant a great wave of mysticism
that at times seems mere super-
stition. The best religious war
news we Mave se€n is summoned
up in two sentences found in the
Rev. W. W. Holdsworth’s “Impres-
sions of a Hospital Chaplain” in
the Contemporary Review”: A
rabbi serving as a chaplain 1n
Flanders was one day asked by a
dying French soldier to unbutton
his tunic and to hold the crucifix
he was wearing/so that in his last
moments his eyes might rest =pon
that symbol of ‘love unto du.rlw
With a fine humanity the Jew held
up the comfort of the dying man
that which stood for the con-
demnation of his own people. We
wish  all  our Know-Nothing
friends might note this’ para-
graph! '

“The Lard Polonaise”

London Chronicle:—Numerous
articles in the Berlin Press .leal
with what is called the “Lard
Polonaise,” or the queue forma-
tions now so prominent a feature
in the landscape of numerous
streets. Gone are the days, cays
the Berliner Tageblatt, when shop
ping was an easy matter. It has
now become a fine art, and the
principal attributes necessary in
the shopper are patience and
much humility. It began with
petroleum in the Autumn of 1915.
It was then that the long queues
of waiting people outside’ shops
began, now so painfully prevalsnt.
They were called petroleum polo-
naises, and only came to an end
when petroleum was no longer
be had. The polonais: has, how
ever, extended to a number  of
other articles, of which the fol-
lowing are a selection. People
who do not understand the word
polonaise understand “waiting,”
and they gll wait for:—meat,
sausages, bacon, tripe, lard, mun.-
cipal. pork municipal iard, butter,
margarine, flour, coffec, sugar, pe-
tatoes, milk, bread eggs, sour
cabbage, etc. If you go to a rail-|
find the
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ACCORD[NG to the authorities

at the Meteorological Office at
Toronto, so late exchanges tell us,
this is the centenary of “year with
out a summer.”

In the beginning of the nine-
teenth century so the same papers
tell us, were many cold, wet sum-
mers, those from 1812 to 1816 be-
ing especially marked in this re-
spect.

Many summers in the forties,
the sixties and the eighties were
very cold and wet.

Last year may: be regarded in

‘local annals as the ‘‘year without

a summer.” It looks as if this un-
favorable meteoroligcal condition
13 this year to be more general,
for now Canada is experiencing
an' unusually wet and cold period.

In Toronto since April the first
there has been a rainfall slightly
in excess of that for any corre-
sponding period on record, though
there have been at least ten other
three month periods,—June to
August, July to September—with
a much greater rainfall.

The idea that the terrible can-
nonading in Europe has any thing
to do with the rainy conditions is
not entertained by meteorologists
at Toronto.

The variations of rainfall from
year to year, to quote from publi-
cations dealing with the pheno-
mena, are connected with the gen-
eral circulation of the earth’s at-
mosphere, which is without doubt
affected by changes in solar radia-
tion which is also variable. Prof.
Abbott of Mount Wilson Obser-
vatory has shown that the sun is
a variable star, changing its out-
put of energy by at least one
seventh of the whole.

To quote further, “the sequence
probably is a solar change effect-
ing first the equatorial regions,
and leading to changes in the
strength of the trade winds, and
their ocean currents, and a little
later the wind circulation and- cy-
clonic formations of the middle
and higher latitudes.”

Whatever the cause the effect is
most remarkable, and unless a
change soon takes place portions
of Canada and even Newfound-
land are likely to suffer a short-
age in different crops. Newfound-
land is not so prone to suffer for
her crops are mainly hay and po-
tatoes, and these are rather en-
couraged by copious rains than
otherwise. The almost ' steady
steady rains of the past fortnight
prevailing on the West Coast have
greatly helped hay and all farm
and garden stuff, which a long
dry period had threatened with
destruction.

In Canada and especially in On-
tario the almost unprecedented
wet and cold weather is hamper-
ing farming operations. Seeding
has been greatly retarded or made
impossible. Wheat, especially the
spring variety is being injured
and potato planting is almost im-
possible.

Corn 1is sure to be small, but
corn for forage or fodder will be
normal. On the other hand is the
compensating promise of a big
hay crop.

See-saw, up and down go the
and helpless
man, without volition, aye with-
out any knowledge of what it is
that elevates or depresses him,
that makes sport of his tiny ef-
forts, that sends the whirlwind to
demolish his castles or his barns
or the flood to sweep him away,
mixed up with the wreckage of his
cwn creations, and uncerimoni-
mously ground and mixed with
the soil and the silt of his own
farm, struggles in the darkness
of his mind for a key to mysteri-
ous nature’s secrets.

The secret baffles him, and he is
forced to acknowledge the power
and wisdom of an infinite; Being
whose intellect so transcends his
own as the mighty sun transcends
in glory the flickering half light
of the glow worm.

. Scientists dig deep but there are |

“Open Sesame” to |
which they can never hope to at- |
tain while at any rate mortal flesh |
the |

mysterys the

o | clogs tHe higher intellect of
spirit. Effects we note, but causes,
these are the puzzles. But even

in reading the records of effects |
operating |
through the ages we often give|
evidence of the chrysalis of our |
This is as it were a pro- |
phesy of a higher future existance |
and a revelation of the \vorkmgs /

produced by causes

brains.

of a mighty God.

Men of wonderful intellect are £
working constantly and their dis- |

coyeries are often as&mmdmg,,

he mind of ‘ehr 1an a twi
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Battle of the Boyne, 1690.

In the House of Assembly this
day, Mr. Thomas gave notice of
Bill to annex Bell Island, Little
Bell Island, Kelly’s Island, Broad
Cove, and Petty Harbor to the
electoral district of St. John'’s.

Mr. Pack gave notice of Bill to
regulate the cutting of ice chan-
nels in the harbor of St. John's,
1833.

Second session of local Assem-
bly opened, 1833.

Criema evacuated, 1856.

Dr. Henry Shea married, 1870.
* John Sinnott married Miss Nel-
lie Shortall, 1899.

Steamer Tigress, with crew of
30 men, left New York in search
of Polaris party, 1873.

Miss Emma Thomas left to en-
ter convent in Demerara, 1878.

Robert E. Firth died suddenly,
1882.

| NO MAN’S LAND

|
i

No Man’s Land is an eerie sight

,At early dawn in the pale gray
light.

Never a house and never a hedge

In No Man’s Land from edge to
edge;

And never a living soul walked
there

To taste the fresh of the morning
air,

Only some lumps of rotting clay,

That were friends or foemen yes-
terday.

What are the bounds of No Man’s
Land?

You can see them clearly on either
hand,

A mound of rag bags gray in the
sun,

Or a furrow of brown where the
earthworks run

From the eastern hills to the west-
ern sea,

Through field or forest o’er river
or lea;:

Jean Feaver, 1899.

Rev.
188,
William H. Taylor married Miss|

Jesse ~ Heyfield married,

the wonderful powers of the hu-|
man mind, a foretaste as it were
of the God-like that is in us, and
which must* surely come from an
almighty being.

The next thought such discov-|
eries should give us is that of pro-
found humility. This may scem
like a paradox, but paradoxes may |
be the vehicles of the soundest
truths and reason. How can we
look upon all the wonders which
we behold working about us and
without any care from us, or with-|
out even our understanding, with-
out feeling how infiinitely insig-.
nificant is our power.

Thus our discoveries may ele-
vate us with some pride as to our
position in the great field of crea-
tion and our future destiny, while
they humble us with ,the reflection
of how little we are and how de-
pendent.

We had no thought of sermon-|
izing when we essayed to speak of
weather phenomena, but we find
it impossible to reflect at all upon |
such topics without being led to
speak and to think of an omnipo- |
tent ruling power. What more
noble topic, if one could only be
inspired by it.

Returning to meteorological in-|
vestigations we find that ‘these|
oscilations of wet and cold with|
periods of warm weather have|
been wonderfully persistent’|
throughout the ages of which any
records remain.

Scientists have by a study of)
the most ancient trees been able|
to discover that even as far back |
as 3000 years ago the earth was|
effected in exactly the same way
as we experience to-day.

By an examination of the con-
centric rings which mark the year- |
ly growth of trees it has been|
found that some years were much
more favorable to growth than,
others.

From a statement issued by the|
Meterological Office at Toronto|
we find that ‘“historical records,
enable the meteorologist to draw |
a rainfall curve in Asia Minor
back 3000 years, with probably
some degree of accuracy. More
recently the study of the growth|
of the yellow pine of Arizona and|
the sequoria tree of California, as
evidenced by their rings, has also |
enabled officers of the Carnegie|
Institute to draw a rainfall curve|
for 3,000. The curves agree fair-|
ly well and show that the climate |
has been pulsatory * throughout
this long term, with periods of
rainy seasons and periods of rela-
tively dry seasons. ‘Both curves
indicate that the one thousand
years before Christ, were much
wetter than at later periods.”
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' school inspectors,

Mrs. Elizabeth Abbott died at

[ Topsail, aged 100, 1879.

Thermometer 81
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John Syme married to Miss Mec-
Keen, 1898.
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Miss Stewart at Greenock, 1833.
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No man may pass them, but aim
you well,

And death rides across on the bul-
let or shell.

But No Man’s Land is a goblin
sight

When .the patrols crawl over at
dead of night;

Boche or British, Belge or French,

You dice with death when you
cross the trench.

When the “rapid”, like fireflies in
the dark,

Flits down the parapet spark by
spark.

And you drop for cover to keep
your head

With your face on the breast of
the four months dead.

The man who ranges in No Man’s
Land
Is dogged by
either hand
When the star shell’s flare,
bursts o’erhead
Scares the great gray rats
feed on the dead.
And on the bursting bomb or the
bayonet snatch-
answer the click of
safety catch.
For the lone pattol, 'with his life
in his hand,
[s hunting for blood in No Man’s
Land.
~Captain ]. Knight
London Spectator.
0
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'MAKE YOUR DOLLARS INCREASE

$IOO left with The Canad...n Bank of Commarce at

the present rate

$103.01
$106.14
$109.34
$116.05

of Interest will amo'.mt to

in one year
in
in
in

two years
three years
fiv" years

Other amounts will accimulate in the same propor-

tion. Accounts may be opened with $1 and upwards.
Interest will be added half-yearly,

Deposits may be made and withdrawn by :pail. QOut-

of-town accounts receive

every attention.

THE BANK HAS BRANCHES THROUGHOUT CAMADA
AND IN LONDON, ENG., NEW YORK, MEXICO CITY
AND OTHER IMPORTANT FOREIGN CITIES

Thousands of people use this Pank as the custodian of their
money, and their combined depesits now amount
to over $£190,4:0C,000

EPEN AN ACCOUNT, KEEP ADDING TO (7, 5HD ENSURE YOUR INDEPENDEXCE

ST. JOHN’S BRANCH -

WATER STREET

Reid-Newtoundland Co.

We: have just opened at our Water Street Stores, another
large shipment of the world-renowned

DOMINION NOBBY TREAD AUTOMOBILE TIRES.
DOMINION. PLAIN TREAD AUTOMOBILE TIRES.
DOMINION BEST GREY INNER TUBES for AUTOMOBILES
DOMINION STUDDED TREAD MOTOR CYCLE TIRES.

DOMINION

PLAIN TREAD MOTOR CYCLE TIRES. |
DOMINION BEST GREY INNER TUBES for MOTOR CYCLE

Call in and be convinced of the superior quality of our goods,
and get our prices before making your next purchase.
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