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the. Peit, for which we give Eleven Shillings; and
confcquently they under-feli us at Foreign Markets.

Mr. William Eftcutt, Hat-njaker, faid, That lie had
beeap in Bufinefs aboutTwenty-five'Years, and had cex-
ported Hats to Holland, Porlugal, Spain, and Leghorn:
Thar lie ufed ro export from Four ro'Six rhoufand
Pounds Value per .nnum; but that our Foreign Trade
is upon the Decline, and lias been fo fince the Conclu-
fion of the Peace; and the Dearnefs of Beaver is the
principal Caufe:

That the French out-work us, as they have their
Materials (particularly Beav r) cheaper thaii we; and,
by th~at means, rhey mnake their Manufad ures> finer
than ours, as they cari affoerd to put mort Beavrer in
themn.

That Beaver-wool is Thirty-two Shilling a Pound,
which (exceptthe lat Year, when it was from Forty
to Fifty Shillings a Pound) is much the famne Price it
lias been at thefe Two or Three Years; but thar,
about ten Years ago, the Average Price was frorn
Sixteen to Twenty Shillings a Pound ; and that, ini a
1lat worch Seven Shillings, at the Price Beaver now is,
the Manufaéturers can'r afford to make ufe of any:

That the Witnefs had Advice, the latter End of laft
Suaimer, from lhis Correfpondenci France, That the
Price of Baver-wool there was from Sixteen tQ Eighteen
Shillings a Pound; and at that time it fold here, at the~
Hudjon's Bay Sale, fromn Forcy. w Fifty Shillings ; nor
could the Manufa&urers get it at that Price, Foreigners
buying ià from themn; and ir is to Foreigners being
allowed to buy it, that the Witnefs attributed the
Rife:

That the Reafon of its Rife within thefe Tbree or
Four Yearq, is owing to the f<mail Imnportation and the
large Exportation thereof; for thar, in generâl, the
Importation is lefs, as well from fludfon's Bay, as from
other Places:

That Beaver is exported to Uolland and Flanders;, but
chat, if thie Exportation was prohibited, we fhould be
the Manufaë'turers of Hats for thofe Places.

Mr. Richard Cra/ton, Hatter, faid, That lie had
been concerned in exporting Beaver Hats, on his own
.Account, about Ten Years - and.with bis Father, be-
fore tîxat time, Seven or Eight Years: Tiat he ufed
-co export rhem to Holiand, France, Leghorn, Spain, and
Portugal, to the Amnount of about FEour. thouf-and
Pounds per kznum ; but that the Trade of the i-loufe
in which lie is concerned, la confaderably on the Dt-
cli ne, and hlas been fo thefe Six Years; and a: prefent
they don't exporr One-half of what they did -

That feveral Manufadtiris have been et up abroad;
Particularly a very g reat one in France, which is the Ma-
nufaaury that affeds our Trade tie mout; and tie
principal Reafon why the French Manufaalury aweèas
our Trade die mof, is,, They have their Beaver mnuch
cheaper clian we, and, by tiar means, under-fei us at
Foreign Markets: That Parchment Beaver bas advanced
liere, wirhi thefe Two Years, uipwards of 75 per Cent.;
khat in France it la rom 6s. t 6s. 6d. a Pound, upon
the SkIlin; and bore, the laft November Sale, it was u1S.
or thereabouts : and tie March Sale before chat, à was
upwards of Sixteen Shillings:

That the Manufa&urers lic-e mix Beaver with othe'r
MatrerIaIs, upow. account of tihe Finenefs ofdthe Goods,

aswçll as the CoIcour; and thriexcetive Priceof Beaver

relatlllg
has obliged them to put lefs of it i the 1-ats, andi
conféquently make them worfe :

That, the laft Marc/2 Sale, the Price'of Parchment
Beaver was, upon an Average, about 16 s. a Pound,
and Coat Beaver 7 S. 3 d ; -and, at the laft INovember
Sale, the Pa rchment Beaver was about i i s. and the
Coat Beaver then about S.s

That hie believed, upon an Average, rather more
than Haif the Coat Beaver îmported is agai n exported,
and ail the Cubs, and mot of the Parchment.

And being asked, How be knew what Quantiy o
Beaver was exported? hie faid, That there were fm
Brokers, who lie apprcendçd, always bought for
Exportation; and from the QQantity they bought lie
formed his Judg ment.

Then Mr. Poffeter was alked, What the Price of
Coat Beaver was ini 1745? H-e faid, jr was about
4 s. 6 d. a Pound.

Mr. Crafion aid, That the Importation of Coat
Beaver is flot above One Quarter of -the Importation
of Parchment; and'that Coat Beaver is neyer ufed but
in Hats

That the Average Price of Hats, ufually exported
from his Houfe is about 9 s. apiece; and, when Bea-
ver is cheap, hie puts in fuch a Hat ýabout an Ounce
and Half, befides about .Four.Ounces of Coneys-wool,
and other Materials.

Mr. Thomas Lawford, Hat-maker, being examined,;
fà1d, That lie was bred in the greaeft H-oufe for the
Exportation of Hats in Europe. That his Mafter trrgced
up the Streights, and, lie belleved, did not export
thither fo littie as 12,000 1. worth i a Year; but that
he fpeaks to Twenty Years ago ; and at that time they
ufed to employ about 120 or i 3o of ail Sorts of People:
And, upon Inquiry, hie does flot finçi any of that
Trade here now.

Captain Richzard Pridie aid, Ile had carried Hats ta
Cadiz, fomne in the Year 1 749, worth from 8s. ta i 8s.
6d. apiece; and was forced ta bring themn back, tho'
lie offered them iat prime Coft; and the Reafon bce
could flot difpofe of them was, that the French Hat.s
were îc> or 15 per Cent. better than bis, even at prime
Coft; but that this was the only rime he ever carried
Hats to fell at Cadiz.

Mr. Rqjeter faid, The Realbn of the Advance of the
Prive of Beaver was owing to the great Demand for
Exportation, and alfo the Decreafe oif the Importation:
That lie apprehended one Reafon of the great Deniandl
for Exportation of Beaver, frorn hence was, That the
French prohibited the Exportation of Beaver froni
thence; fo that this was the only Market for Foreg-
ers: Another Reafon was, That there is an Encourage-
ment of a Drawback Of 4 d.',4, oni cadi Skin; and that
the Duty on 'each Skia is 7 d. ' 2 ; andi that the Duny
and Drawbac~k are the fame on a Cub's Skmn as o~n a
fulI-grown Skin, altbo', upon an Average, Two Cubs
Skiais don't wcigh One full-grown Skin. Sa diat, in
Effea, the Drawback is double on Cubs-wool, ta what~
it is on the Woal of a grown Skiai: And this, the
Witnefs faid, he apprehended, was the Reafon,' why
Foreigners aiways gave a large Price, in proportion,
for Cubs than grown Skins, tho' the Quality ofth
Waal of a Cub is nQt fo good as the Wool of a growzi
Skin:
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