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A Story of a Chafflneh.
I am going to tell you a true story 

about a chaffinch. One morning when 
I came down stairs 1 heard a grt at 
chattering going on, and went to the 
door to see what was the matter. I 
saw a chaffinch lying on the ground 
under a tree, and another Hying and 
dancing round it and kissing it. By 
kissing it I mean putting its beak close 
to the other’s, as I dare say you have 
often seen birds in a cage do. I went 
to the bird and took it up, and found 
that it was warm but quite dead. When 
I took it in my hand the mate hopped 
on to the twig just above my head, as 
if to see what I was doing with it. I 
then laid it down on the same spot and 
went in to breakfast. All through 
breakfast the bird went on in the same 
way. Afterwards I went to my house
hold duties ; then, as it still kept on 
doing the same, I took away the dead 
bird and put it behind the outside 
window-blind of the drawing room, the 
window being wide open. The chaf
finch, however, kept hovering near the 
window, and did not seem tomind.my 
being there.

Presently I went away into the gar
den for half an hour, and when I came 
back I found that the chaffinch had 
carried away the dead bird and laid it 
under the same tree, and was again 
doing all it could to rouse it ; first 
chirping, then getting on to the branch 
and singing a long note, as if to try 
and make it answer ; then flying down 
and hovering round it and kissing it ; 
then chirping again; then settling on 
the branch once more, and trying an
other note. It went on in this way 
the whole day, seldom leaving its dead 
mate, or, so far as I saw, taking any 
food ; and so I left it when I went to 
bed at night, and next morning when 
I came down it was still there, going 
on in the same way. Then I felt that 
it was cruel to let the poor little bird 
go on any longer, so 1 took away the
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dead bird and buried it, and from that 
time I saw no more of the other chaf
finch, though I often thought of it, 
and hoped it would find another mate. 
Is this not a wonderful instance of the 
strong love which God, Who loves 
both great and small, can make even 
little birds to have for each other ?

The Loyal Drummer-Boy.
There is a story in history of a little 

drummer-boy who, in one of the civil 
wars in England long, long ago, was 
taken captive by a party of rebels. 
They placed him in their ranks and 
bade him use his drum in their service.

“ God forbid,” said the brave boy, 
“ that the king’s drum should be used 
for his enemies !” and dashing it on 
the ground, he stamped on it and de
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stroyed it. The enraged rebels soon 
ended his life ; but they could not keep 
his brave, loyal words and act from 
being told to their shame and discom
fiture and from coming down to pos
terity.

Will you be less loyal to King Jesus? 
You may never be called to die for Him, 
but He does bid you live for Him. 
The roll of the drum would have guid
ed the march of the rebels, and put 
spirit into them to fight against the 
king to whom it belonged and whom 
the boy had promised to serve ; and he 
was too faithful to his trust to permit it.

God has given you far more than 
the drummer had ever received from 
his king. He has given you your life, 
your voice, your limbs, your talents. 
Will you use these gifts in the service 
of Satan, His enemy and yours, or will 
you daily say, “ Lord, what wilt Thou 
have me to do ?” Will you, at school 
or at play, at home or abroad, try to 
do only what will please the King of 
kings ?

Not long since it was said of a boy 
by one of his companions, “ I am sure 
John is a Christian.”

“ Why do you think so ?”
“ Because he plays like one.”
“ How is that ?"
“ Oh, he doesn’t always want the 

best place ; he lets the other fellows 
choose the games they like best, and 
doesn’t get mad as he used to.”

Yes, you can play so as to show 
your colors, and you can conquer a 
hard lesson as a Christian soldier 
You can dare to do right when tempt
ed to do wrong. You can dare to stand 
alone when your companions use 
profane or vile words, break the 
Sabbath, plan malicious mischief, think 
it manly to puff a cigar or to taste the 
intoxicating cup. Ah, these may prove 
hard tests ; but a petition, even from an 
“armour-bearer” or a drummer-boy, 
may be sent any moment to our King, 
for help, when you are beset by your 
enemies, and He will send aid, and en
able you to overcome.

He is a good King. Resolve now
“ I will his faithful follower be,”

and He will guide you through life, 
and at the end say, “ Thou faithful and 
good servant, enter into the joy of thy 
Lord.” f

Lead us not into Temptation.
About twenty years ago we were 

spending a few days in a beautiful in
land town. The sessions were being 
held, and we stepped into the court
house.

Among the prisoners we saw a lad 
about ten years of age, whose pensive 
countenance and innocent appearance 
caused him to look sadly out of place 
among the hardened criminals by whom 
he was surrounded. Close by the box, 
and manifesting the greatest interest 
in the proceedings, sat a tearful wom
an, whose anxious glance from the 
judge to the boy left us no room to 
doubt that she was his mother. We 
turned with sadness from the scene to 
inquire the offence of the prisoner, 
and learned he was accused of stealing 
money.

The case was soon commenced, pnd 
from the interest manifested by the 
crowd we found that our heart was not 
the only one in which sympathy for the 
lad existed. How we pitied him 1 The 
bright smile of youth had vanished 
from his face. His young sister— 
bright-eyed girl—had gained admission 
to his side, and cheered him with the 
whisperings of hope. But that sweet
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