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NOTES AND COMMENTS, j

I would not give asixpence for a man 
who wants to be a foreign missionary, 
but who will not do any good work at 
home. — Ur. J. P. Boyce.

A writer in the London Methodist 
hears that church rates are demanded 
from the Wesleyan minister in the 
parish of St. Marylebone, and won­
ders if he can be made to pay them 
levai ly.

The Interior contends there is not 
a chapter in the Bible, not a stanza in 
all our Christian hymnology, which 
does not contain more truth and more 
real consolation for the soul at the 
approach of death than all the science 
and all the philosophy in the world.

Sinners are like some ships aground. 
When a tide of revival comes in they 
float, and are saved. Others are dam- 
ged by the inflow of grace. It is a 
savor of death unto death. They go 
to pieces by reason of the swelling 
waters. A revival saves or ruins men. 
—Richmond Adv.

Men occupying high positions in the 
country should bo careful of their ex­
ample. If they visit drinking saloons, 
the rising generation may imitate 
them ; if they desecrate the Sabbath, 
boys will desecrate it. Men exalted 
to high places should be models of 
piety.—( 'hristiau Neighbor.

The Congreyai ionalist says that “ a 
window is to be placed in St. John’s 
church, Mount Morris. N. Y., as a 
well-deserved memorial to John Mur­
ray, who, when the Presbyterian 
meeting-house was burned, proposed 
to offer the congregation the use of 
the Episcopal sanctuary. ‘ The can­
ons forbid it,’ said the rector.’ ‘ Then 
spike your canons ’.’ was his decided 
answer.”

XVe heartily hail the fresh delega­
tions of young scholars just graduated 
to the open fields of competition for the 

tigered in the business and pro-
ialcTrclee of life— OTiu ■ n«ll
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Every pastor should remember to 

preach to children. This is an im­
portant matter. It will, if done with 
simplicity, effect great good and bring 
many to Christ.—Biblical Recorder.

HOW BISHOP PECK DID. 
At the funeral of Bishop Peck, 

Chancellor Sims, of Syracuse Univer­
sity, said : He was one of the origina-

You complain because you are one of j tore ut the Univcr,lt>' <* the Pac.fic, 
the few who carry the burdens of your

prnus
fession

Church. You will not be sorry when, 
with the elect few, you hear your Lord 
say, Well done, good and faithful 
servant. —Nashville Adv.

M. Jules Ferry has issued an edict 
for the abolition in French schools of 
the punishment known as sequestra­
tion. This punishment was solitary 
confinement from one to five days in a 
repulsive dungeon, with a diet of 
bread and water. The French papers 
call attention to the superiority of 
the English schools, where such grim 
discipline has never been practised and 
where there is no need of walls or 
barriers, no youth being ever tempted 
to escape out of bounds.

Our Quarterly Lovefeasts are very 
often spoiled bv “ talkations,” ser- 
monettes, <tc. It is very difficult to 
get some folk to speak on these 
occasions briefly, with pith and point. 
At a lovefeast recently held, after 
several persons had spoken at such 
length as to weary everybody, a lady 
rose and said in a clear and earnest 
voice, “ I believe in the forgiveness of 
sins.” I it mediately another rose and 
said, “Il<>\9 Him more than tongue 
can tell.” By these two sentences the 
prosy brethren were rebuked, and the 
lovefeast was saved.—Irish Evangelist.

What TTpham in lii« “Interior 
Life” calls “ a state of recoilected- 
ness” or what in more common par­
lance m ght be designated as “ having 
our v i's about us,” is exceedingly de­
sirable. Demonstrative emotional peo­
ple and nervous absent-minded people 
often do themselves great injustice, 
became they do not know just what 
they ure doing or saying. A constant 
and complete mental cognizance of

is never crowded before a diligent and 
dutiful laborer. A trust in the divine 
Guide and a persistent purpose will 
always cause the apparently iron doors 
of Providence to open without hands 
before them—Zion's tier.

The Independent holds that it is 
wrong to use the common X'ersioit of 
(he New Testament when the Revised 
Version can be had for fifteen cents. 
It considers it a question simply of 
loyalty and reverence for God s in­
spired Word ; it being agreed by all 
whose opinion is worth considering, 
that barring some points of mere Eng­
lish style, the New XYsrsiun is a very 
groat advance on the old.

At the recent General Assembly at 
Lexington, Ky., a layman said : “ I 
will speak about North Carolina. By 
our neglect of evangelistic work, we 
h«-e allowed the right arm of the 
Presbyterian Church to be palsied. 
Not many years ago the Methodists 
and Baptists were hardly known in 
the State of North Carolina, but the 
Presbyterians possessed it. Now, 
we have but few, while they have 
wonderfully increased.”

I hear that one minister has re­
signed his connexion with the XV es- 
leyan Conference, on account of the 
decision of last year touching the 
baptismal office; and that another, 
being troubled for the same reason, 
has not kept to himself his thoughts of 
resignation. Puseyism does not rise 
out of deep and sound scholarship; 
and it is to be hoped ministers will 
have regard to their own credit.—Lon­
don Methodist.

The most influential paper in Japan, 
edited by a native Budhist, neverthe­
less had the frankness to say in arrê­
tent editorial on “ the Jesus w’ay, as 
Christianity is called in that land : 
“See what blessings this religion con­
fers ! Open the map of the world 
and look at the nations of the earth. 
There is not a Budhist nation among 
them that knows what liberty is. The 
weakest and most insignificant Chris­
tian countries have more liberty than 
the most powerful Budhist countries.. 
Is it not time for Japan to advance ?

Dr. Talmage has been giving to his 
people lately his confession of faith. 
He says the thing has become fashion­
able of ministers stating what they be­
lieve and what they do not believe. 
The Dix:tor is thoroughly orthodox and 
has no idea of changing. He says, “ I 
•tot all the more indisposed to change 
because 1 have noticed that those who 
get off the track, are like a rail train 
uff the track, tumbling down over the 
embankment, tin y roll over from place 
to place, now one side, now the other; 
n"w they wonder about this, now they 
wonder about that, and most of them 
end in agnosticism. That is generally 
the depot at which they fetch up. 
”bey call it progress, and it is pro- 
Kiess, but it is progress into a bank of 
ttud. ”

mistp es in thought and from
mis steps. — Western Adv.

Parents who go to church on Sun­
days and occupy their pews, listening 
reverentially to their pastor, while 
their children, instead of sitting with 
tl em, are allowed to sit in the gallery 
or in t"-e back pew with other children 
to piav. or loafing in the horse-shed, 
or wandering about the streets or 
field», must expect to have these child­
ren grow up Sabbath-breakers and 
contemners of the house of worship 
X'ery likely these same parents will 
wonder why their children do not like 
to attend church after such a “bring­
ing vp. ”— Watch Tower.

XX’hen a man with a three thousand 
dollar salary, and who is very particu­
lar to see that every dollar is paid, 
stands up and lectures men whose 
salai ies will not average above three 
hundred, on the “ eloquence of pover­
ty,” it- brings to mind the old saying, 
that “preaching is one thing and prac­
tice another.” Poverty is one kind of 
“ eloquence ” that is not extensively 
coveted, in this age. The point we 
make is, that a man ought not to 
preach to others that which he is him­
self unwilling to practice. If good for 
others it ought to be equally good for 
him.—Central Methodist.

The prayer-meeting makes a special 
demand on the can’t-get-awaye in the 
summer days. The old stand-bys 
who have been accustomed to lead in 
prayer and talk will be away. There 
will be an opportunity for others to 
come to the front and make their

president of its board of trustees and 
one of the active workers. Six months 
ago he told ,me he had almost com­
pleted paying his subscription to that 
university. He came to Syracuse on 
a pastorate just before the founding 
of the Syracuse university. He was 
chairman of the convention in Novem­
ber, 1870, at which it was proposed to 
build here a university. Glancing over 
a report of the proceedings of that 
convention I find that in his speech 
Bishop Peck said in substance : “ VVe 
are here not to call attention to our 
successes ; we are here not to give 1 
exaggerated opinions of our strength ; 
we are here to lay plans for a better 
and broader life, for a better doing of 
our part among the great church or­
ganizations, and to do something that 
shall be a blessing to humanity.” 
He said to me in speaking of the 
charter and by-laws of the university :
“ Not a feature in the organization of 
the institution can be found to which 
I have not given careful and earnest 
thought.” 1 think I do not misstate 
nor overstate the case when I say it is 
at least problematical whether a uni­
versity would have been built here 
had it not been for JesseT. Peck. A 

I worker in all the agencies that deve­
loped into this institution, he was a 
party to its founding and a part of its 
history. XVas it not a sublime thing 
in that first [New York State Metho­
dist] convention for that man to stand 
in his place and pledge $25,000 for the 
founding of a university 7- 
based on his faith that God would 
spare his life until it could be fulfilled 
—a pledge which he told me was be­
yond the value of all his earthly pos­
sessions at that time. llo covered 
the amount of liis subscription, in 
case he fell in death before the work 
was done, by taking a life insurance 
policy on his life. But in the finan­
cial crisis of 1873, a policy of $15,000 
became worthless by the failure of a 
company. Then, instead of being dis­
couraged, and saying, “Providence 
has ruled against me, and prevented 
my carrying out my designs,” ho 
doubled the pledge, and made it $50,- 
000 ;‘ and then, by the most careful 
and painstaking economy, by a careful 
discretion in the management of what 
property was in his hands, he gave 
himself to meeting that obligation and 
building the university. Last autumn 
I received a summons to visit him. 
He said in that interview he thought 
it was in harmony with God’s provi­
dence that a man should not leave an 
important duty to other hands when 
he can do it himself. “I think,” 
said he, “ it is better that I should 
trauract this business than leave it to 
be attempted by others when I am gone.
I have sent to you to give every dol­
lar's worth of property 1 have in this 
world to the university ;” and ar­
rangements were made, deeds were 
executed and acknowledged, pajiers
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MISSIONS DO.

lie London May Met t- 
lohn Kilncr (Wesleyan), i 

aple Gospel as we have 
Testament was working 

our countrymen who 
lores, perhaps for ever.

higher bitterly antagonistic to the self. Shall we not ask the H- Iy Spirit 
propagandist movements. The power next time to til o îr hearts, so that the 
of Rome is still felt in Spain w th whole desire of our soul maybe “to 
much of its ancient stiength, though Thy name, and to the remembrance of 
in these days it dare not assert itsdf Thee.”—F. H. Unr* rial.
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Ah ! mothers did not 
01

the padre and seek the consolation and 
absolutions of the Church. It is the 
present policy of Rome to allow her 
children full liberty to be or to do any­
thing through life, provided only they 
return to her bosom at the last.

Madrid to-day has five Protestant 
chapels, representing the Church of 
England, the United Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland, the Iriah Presby­
terian Church, and the American 
Baptist Society. It also has two 
special missions, one supported largely 
by German Christians, and the other 
maintained chiefly by Mr. Geo Muller, 
of Bristol, England. Ttv.se are all 
laboring manfully in this city, and 
gradually gaining a foothold. It is 
their hope that as young Spain shakes 
off the bonds of ignorance and super­
stition they may be able to lead her 
into pure Christianity.

I1IS LAST COMMANDMENT.

“This do in Remembrance of Me.”— 
Luxe xxii. 19.

i allies can silence. No tramp of 
horses, nor rattling of carriages, nor 
rush and din of crowded streets can 

I drown his voice. In heathen, pagan, 
i and Protestant countries, in monarch* 
j ies and free states, in town and coun- 
, try, the solemn pomp of discourse is 
j going on. In some countries .» man 

is imprisoned for even dropping a 
tract. But what prison will hold this 
awful preacher ! XX’hat chains will 
bind him f He lifts up his voice in 
the very presence of tyrants,and laughs 
at their threats. He walks unob­
structed through the midst f their 
guards and delivers the me suaves winch 
trouble their security and iuhittcr 
their pleasures. If we do not meet 
his sermons, still wo cannot escape 
them. He comes to our abodes, and 
taking the dealest objects of our love 
as his text, what sermons does lie de­
liver to us I His of* -repeated ser­
mons still enforce the same doctrine, 
still press upon us the t ame exhorta­
tion ; “ Surely every man walketh in
a vain show. Surely they are disquiet*

years of age,whose mother many years
before had sobbed away her nights be­
cause the wicked lad went away ; the 
mother thought, and prayed,and wept 
for her absent boy, age crept on, sick­
ness did its work,and the dear old wo­
man was carried to her grave ; and 
there, in the churchyard, covered 
with the green sod, she lay. All ap­
peared to be buried and lost, but a 
mother's prayers were never buried. 
XX’hat did the old man say ! XYith the 
big tears rolling down his cheeks he 
exclaims, “ Oh, Lord, hear,” not my 
prayers, but “ my mother's prayers.” 
For fifty years the impressions made 
upon his mind and heart had been 
buried in a mass of evil habits, but 
God Almighty heard the prayers, and 
answered them as the old man cried, 
“ Hear my mother’s prayers.” If 
they could only just whisper in the 
ear of that dear old mother that her 
child had been converted to God 
would it not be a resurrection touch ? 
It seemed to him the old soul would 
come back for a moment to weep away 
its gratitude to God for answering

us to do, 
do in it.

It is not simply “ This do.” Wo 
may obey so far month by month or 
week by week, and yet never once 
have obeyed our Lord's dying wish or 

i fulfilled His desire. He said, “ This 
! do in remembrance of Me.” VVe can­

not remember what we do not know. 
XX'e must know the Lord Jesus Christ ( 
before we can truly remember Him at 
His table ; for He does not say that 
we are to do in remembrance of what 
He said, or even of what He did. 
That is quite a different thing. XX’e 
may remember wiiat we have heard or 
read of Ridley and Latimer, a id we 
might commemorate their luartrydom; 
but we cannot remember them, be­
cause wo never knew them except as 
matter of history. But we know the 
Lord Jesus Christ as we know no man 
after the flush. “ XX’e do know that we 
know Him,” and “ the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” is 
our very life; it is the joy with which 
no stranger intermeddleth.

XVithout this personal knowledge of

meet thy God. ”

influence felt. It has not been an un­
common experience that these little 
or diminished gatherings have had an 
air of spiritual power and blessedness i were completed by which transfer all 
not felt when larger gatherings tilled i worldly possessions went to the

university. Then when it was done,the room. At all events, while so many
may be absent, all the more should . T , .th.L who remain be on hand to feed he said, Let us pray together for
the flame on the altar of praise and ! God’s blessing upon what we have 
prayer.—Observer. j been transacting.” He asked the

The worst failures as ministers are board to make a final settlement and 
not among those who have turned gjve him a receipt, showing that this 
aside determined to be rich and have holy task had been accomplished. It
succeeded! Themk isThat" their re® ! was done and when he came togath- 
nutations have been spotted ; their er up Ins feet in death he left behind 
moral jviwer as men and as ministers him no worldly possessions to be ad- 
has declined ; their preaching has be :usteci afterward.—Northern A ir. 
come hollow, and men have felt that 
their minds and hearts were not whol-

prayer and then pass back again into m,n, there can be no true reinemb- 
the intermediate state. XVith regard rance 0f >£jm in the Lord’s Supper, 
to the work of their missionaries in ua eeek to “ know Him,” so that 
the colonies they could not tell whetii- we may he able to remember Him ; 
er they would be blessed to the polish- i ^ien the sweet remembrance of Him­

self and His exceeding great love will 
include remembrance of the words 
and ways of the L irl Jesus ; 
then it will arouse our love into a 
vivid reality of personal affection ; 
then he will draw nigh to us : for

in
The efficacy of prayer is one of the 

last things that a scientific naturalist 
should question, if he is at the same 
time a theist. Frayer is itself one of 
those that show, in the finest way, 

wlll accumulate at simple how higher laws overrule and^muddy

their work. Thus, a layman 
noted for wealth and proportionate 
liberality commonly says ; “ 1 trem­
ble for a minister no matter what his 
talents or piety, when I h.in wuh 
to .'et rich faster than what little he

Interest'.” Home ministers have float­
ed back into the world* on oil ; some 
hie been lost while grasping m 

It ha bowels of the earth for silver 
and gold : others have found a grave 
for their spirituality while budding a
monument to tneir «.y *

j pride on the shore of the sea.-Own .
! Adv.

those that are lower. - •/. »>'- Daws.

Rev. James Owen, when dying, 
said: “My fellowship is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ, 
and he that is not satisfied with that 
company does n ot deserve it.

ed merchant of London going out 
there, or to the lady who became his 
wife, or to the honest farmer and his 
wife, or to the little one, beautiful in 
its simplicity, or to the rough, rugged 
prodigal, or to the old, indurated, sin- 
smitten iceberg, but in sending them j ..Thuu ,neetest him that rejoiceth and 
forth they had the assurance that God wurityth righteousness, those that ,re- 
A1 mighty would crown their efforts member jhee m thy ways, 
with abundant blessing.-Watch,nan. ^ ^ Bometirnos gone rather

-------- ■ to get something tor ourselves than
simply to remember Him ! and may 
not tliis account for some of the dis­
appointment, which is no uncommon 
experience, that we d.d not run ex­
actly in the way of His commandment' 
We went to get strengthening and re­
freshing. We went perhaps vaguely 
exTfcctmg some peculiar manifestations 
of Himself, some almost sensible con­
sciousness of His presence which 
is quite outsi ie < f His written 

1 pr .mise 
I*
sort of reward in and for the outward 
act. We remembered our w» aknees, 
and our wants, and our wishes, and 
we forgot that he commanded “ one 

remembrance of Hun-

SPAIN.
The Rev. Geo. X\r. Loomis writes 

from Madrid to the Christian Advocate 
that there are in Spain about 5,0*10 
Evangelical Christians who arc lead­
ing consistent Christian lives, with
perhaps 3,000 additional attending, 
more or less, the various mission 
services. Of these 500 are regular 
members in Madrid, and about 300 in 
Seville, the rest being found in tne 
various towns of Corunna, Oviedo,
Bilbao, San Sebastian, X'alladolid,
Salamanca, an J Barcelona, w itn a few 
minor stations.

The work thus far has been on.y 
among the poorest classes, those of 

I middle rank being indifferent, and the ! thing”—the

r command, 
•cling something b-c in

We went es- 
a we went, a

CONVERSION THE REMEDY.
“ Why don’t you preach against 

theatre going ?” somebody ask id me 
after intimating tint this is an open 
habit among some professed Chris­
tians. “ XX'liy don’t you preach 
against Sund..y pleasure driving ?” 
Asks another. “ And why don’t you 
denounce the sin of Christian men 
selling liquor, <>r renting their stores 
for others to sell it?” asks a third.

Well, what is the use to exhort a 
i man against these things if his spirit­

ual instincts are not strong enough 
tio keep him from them ? You may, 
by preaching, produce a momentary 
change of purpose in regard to them ; 
but a change of heart is the only jxr- 
manent remedy. 1 care little to turn 
a man’s face from the theatre, it his 
heart is still there, tugging all the 
while at his irresolute will and beg­
ging for another indulgence. “ A 
man must liave some enjoyment,” he 
•ays, by way of excuse. To which I 
reply, “ Indeed lie most.” And if a 
Christian cannot find enjoyment in 
the service of God ; in the holy delight 
of prayer and praise and labor for 
Christ ; if he cannot tind’pleasure in the 
companionship of Christian brethren, 
in the study and feeding on the Word 
of God, what wonder that he should 
find liis pleasure in the glitter and 
gayety of the theatre, or in the charm 
and intoxication of the novel ! Breach 
against play going to such a one ! As 
well exhort the stone not to fall to the 
earth when detached from the moun­
tain side. Argument cannot stand 
against the laws of gravitation. If 
the love of Christ is not strong enough 
to hold a Chris.i in in communion 
with Christ, my preaching, t.iougb 1 
were to speak with the tongues of 
nvfn and of angels, can nev.-r be 
sttjuhg enough to hold him away from 
thf; theatre. .I. ■/. Cordon, it. it.

ft is one of the highest tributes to 
miisic that religion can use it. fit is 
one of the highest p: oefs that re. 
brings j »y into the heart that» «’ 
men have found Cud they w vit to 
sing. It is no slight autlienticati »n of 
our Lord that the angels sang at lus 
birth.
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