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N. WILSON & Co.

Have the FINEST GooDs in the
trade for BPRING BUITS & OVER-
COATS,

Order from us and you will be
pleased with fit and price.
112 Dundas Street, near Talbot.

——————————

THE NOVENA OF ST. FRANCIS
XAVIER.

It Is the universal custom of the fathers
of the Soclety of Jesus to celebrate in
their churches, every year, s novena to
the great St. Francls Xavier, which s
called the “Novens of Grace.” Thisnovena
always begins on the 4th of March and is
brought to a closs on the 12th, This
eustom, which was followed in Quebee in
the eatly days of the existence of the old
Feench colony, was religlously adhered to
long after the last Jesuit of the anclent
College of Quebec slept the “dreamless
sleep of death.” It wasa@lso adopted in
Montrea!,and s stillattended, in the great
Ghurch of Notre Dame, by large numbers
of plous Canadian Cathol'~, Bat it is
aaturally in the churches belongling to the
Jesults that ome expects to find the
novens celebrated with the greatest
forvor. The fathers spare mnothing that
could do bonor to the great Salnt—one of
the most illustrious members of their
order, wishing to make all Catholics share
the graces promised by St. Francis Xavier,
and bopeful of seeing others imitate their
example ; slways anxlous that good may
be done to eouls, no matter by whom or
in what place. ‘

The explanation of the origin of the
novens, and the prayers used at it, have
been printed in French and distributed in
leaflet form—but as I have not seen any
in Eoglish I am goiog to offer a little
translation of it to the readers of the
REcoRD,

Towards the close of the year 1633,
the vice-roi of Naples issued an order
for the magnificent decoration of &
church, in which be wished to have
celebrated with great pomp the Feast of
the Immaculate Conception, The
Reverend Father Mastrilli was super-
intending the preparations, when a
hammer weighing about two pounds
fell on his head from a height of over a
bundred feet, and etretched him on the
floor, bathed in his bleod, whence he was
lifted, wounded, it was thought mortally.
The last Sacrements were called for,
but the dying Father was only able io
receive Exireme Unction,

Father Mastrilli was already mourned
as one dead, when all at once a sudden
serepity lighted up his countenance; he
opened his eyes and turned them
humbly to his bedside;—whispered
words, accompanied by tears, glances
towards a person who seemed to speak
%0 him, a movement of his hand apply-
ing to his wound a relic of the True
Cross, all caused the spectators to think
that the sick man was the recipient of
some extraordinary favour,

At length the Father raliied, and ralsiug
his eyes and hands to heaven, cried: “My
Fathers, I am cured, and it is to St
Francis Xavler that I owe my cure.” At
these words, those who stood round him
recited a Te Deum in the gratitude of their
hearts. . . . Father Mastrilli dreesed
bimself without difficulty, and prostrating
himself before a picture of his celestial
physician,remained a long time absorbed in
prayer, Then rlsing, he reported himself to
the Father Rector, after which he occupied
two hours in writiug out the full account
of what had happened to him.

8t, Fraucls Xavier, to whom Father
Mastrilli had always professed a tender
devotion, had appeared to him, his face
radiant with glory; be had told the sick
man to apply & relic of the True Croes to
his wound, and had exacted from him a
vow that he would go to Japan, there to
work for the martyr’s palm, after which,
giving him much salutary advice, for the
sauctification of his soul, the saint assured
him that :

“All those who during the space of niae
days, from the 4th to the 12th March,
should each day implore his (St. Francis
Xavier’s) intercession with God, confess-
ing their sins and recelving Holy Com-
munion during the novens,should experi-
ence the benefits of his favour in obtain-
ing from God & favorable answer to their
prayers, provided thoir reqnests were for
@od’s glory and their own salvation,”

Soon after this occurrence Father Mas:
tellli set out for Japan, and passing
through Rome and Madrid he related to
Pope Urbain VIII. audto the King of
Spain, Phillp the IV., as well as to the
eptire court of the latter, the great
miracle, the fame of which had already
extended far and near.

Almost immediately upon hisarrivalin

where he was kept confined for four days,
after which he was beheaded.

The Novena has ever since been prac-
tised all over the world, with an efficacy
and evident blessing that have caused it
to be called the Novena of Grace.

4Ope can scarcely,” writes & plous
author in 1701, “relate in detail all the
graces that have been obtained during this
Novena, particularly in places where it
has been publicly observed. Experience
has shewn that there is no necessity, spir-
{tual nor temporal, in which we may not
bope for prompt assistauce when we have
bad recourse to this great Saint, making
in his honour the Novena of Grace.”

The following prayer ls the one recited
by Father Mastrilli, and which may be
considered as the distinctive prayer of the
Novena.

PRAYER TO 8T FRANCIS XAVIER.
Amiable and plous eaiut, ever full of
charity, iv union with thee I respectfully
adore the Divine Majesty, and because I
take especial delight in the graces which
thou hast recelved from God during thy
life, and the glory bestowed on thee after
thy death, 1 fervently tbank Him, and
supplicate thee with all my heart to
obtain for me, by thy powerful interces’
sion, the all important grace of living and
dying well. I further beg of thee to
o{uln for me also (here mention your
request); and if what I a:k be not for the
glury of God and the welfare of my eoul,
procure for me what will best promote
both of these objecte.

It s advisable to add: 1. The collect for
the Feast of St. Francis Xavier. 2 Three
Our Fathers and three Hall Marys, in
memory of the great devotion felt by St.
Francis for the most Holy Trinity, 3.
Ten times, Glory be to the Father, etc, in
gratitude for the bleseings accorded by
God to St. Francis during the ten years of
his apostolate.

COLLECT.
O God, who wast plessed, by the preach-
ing and miracles of blessed Fraucie, to add
the natione of the Indfes to thy Church ;
mercifully grant that, as we venerate his
glorious merits s0 we may al:o follow the
example of his virtues, through our Lord
Jesus Christ, Amen,
A M, P,

MODES OF CONVERTING CATHOLICS

The following letter was sent to the
Toronto Globe, bat did not appear in that
journal:
To Epiror Daily Globe : —
I notice that most of those who talk
against the Catholic Cburch are certainly
1gnorant of her dootrines and teachings,
or to draw it mildly, they make mistakes
in what they say, or else they are
wrongly reported in the papers, and Mr.
Fulton is no exception, Making this
his special business for life, and setting
himeelf up for a teacher, be shoutd know
what he undertakes to lecture upon.
Besides, if he wishes to convert Caiho.
lice, he should be able to show them that
he understands their doctrines from
their own standpoint. He can only
learn these doctrines from Catholic
books, for I was a Protestant once, and
know this to be true,
Next, let me look at the other side; it
Catholics were printing and using and
distributing a bible that they knew to be
not correct, would not Proteatant clergy.
men everywhere “point a moral and
adorn a tale” with their wickednees in
so doing? Now Protestunt ¢lergymen, in
their pulpits, are using an incorrect ver.
sion of the bible and they know it, or
ought to know it, and the bible society
prints and sends broadcast over the
world a translation that their most
learned men have pronounced erroneous,
and yet they continue to do it, and pre.
sume to spesk of God’s holy word and to
lecture Catholics about what they call
corrupiions of their Church, whenitis
evident, to every intelligent, faithful
Oatholic that they do not know the
Catholic teachings and doctrines, 1
would say to Protestant clergymen,
cease offering to Our Lord His own
rrayer, improved (as ic the Protestant
}uhlon.) It seems as if Our Lord could
not leave us a prayer, but you must im-

rove on it, and then offer it to Him, as

is own work. Do you suppose He does
not know it 1 How, then, can you dare to
do &1 As to Mr, Fulton calling our
clergymen and the pure and holy efsters,
beasts, murderers, impure, etc, I am
sure they have every resson to be thank-
ful, for Our Lord told them “Blessed are
ye when they shall revile you, and perse-
cute you, and speak all thatis evil against
you untruly, for my sake; be glad and
rejolce, for your reward ls very great in
heaven.” Our Lord has surely sent His
bleseing by the mouth of Mr, Fulton.

Yours respectfully,
A Cargowic,
S G m——

A Spanish infidel, it would seem, can
be as tricky and unscrupulous as one of
our home product, Not long since, in
Spain, a free thinker, Senor Gaboi.o,
went to Rome, to present to King Hum-
bert an alleged protest, purporting to be
signed by 60,000 Spanish free-thinkers,
againat the papal jubiles, Humbert, to
his credit, would not receive him, but
Signor Crispi did so quite hospitably.
“Birds of a feather,” you know. Oan
inquiry being made, it turned out that
the story of the signatures was all a
base invention! Orispi got his fingers
crisped with that batch of chestnuts.—
Catholic Columbian.

Ir 18 stated on the authority of an

CATHOLIC PRESS,

Boston Pilot.
At a Tory banquet given to Balfour last
week, the president of the feast announoced,
“with authority,” thet Queen Victoria
never was more satlsfied with the per-
formance of & minister than she had been
with the course pursued by Balfour in
Ireland, There is no use wasting words
on the crowned unonentity who eent this
meusge, except to chbronicle the batred
she expresses for the unfortunate conntry
-mm.s with ber rule. Her message was
the condeneed voice of Torylsm speaking
through the pampered mouth of its etupid
mistrees and symbol. We should be sorry
to take the Queen of Eogland’s word
for the word of England, As well
take the flippant remarks of the ecullees,
brainless popinjay Balfour, trueting that
Ireland would *“soon be eatisfied,” and
that Irlshmen, after seven hundred years
of miseiy and warfare, “would before
long participate in the great Anglo Saxon
traditions,” There are two Eoglands,
one small in number, proud, powerful and
cruel, trampling on the necks of its own
millione; the other, numerous, subject and
silent, slowly awaking to the terrible
things that are belng done in its name.
We do not believe that Liberel England is
golog back on itsaroused conscience. The
Torles may laugh with Balfour, belleving
that he has gained a victory when his
troops have fired into a defenceless crowd
of men and women, or pulled a cotiage
down over the heads of its poor tenants,
Quoeen Victoria may rejoice at such
victories, but the world that looks on has
s human heart, and it does mot rejoice,
We believe that Balfour has hastened
Home Rule, and that he s slso hastening
the day of doom for the heartless aristoc.
racy that is sucking the bLlood of the
Eaglish as well as the Irish people, Let
the Tories laugh, A great cause never
knows derislon. Even when she wins,
Ireland will not laugh.
Catholic Columbian.

A striking instance and argument in
favor of the celibacy of the clergy came
to us last week from New York City,
where, owing to the existence of scarl.t
fever in bis family, Rev. Dr. Paxton eent
word to his flock that he could not attend
to his ministerial duties until the daoger
was over, eaying aiso he must close his
house to &!', and urging that no one
approach him. This reminds us, tbat
Rev. Father Bigelow of Steubenvilie over
ten years ago, loet his life by auswering
a sick call from a man suffering from
small pox, whose summons was refused
by every Protestant minister whom he
bad firsy sent for. The Catholic Priest,
having no entargling alliauce, and being
under the sacred obligations of his ordfn-
ation, never hesitates, hut bravely and
heroically goes on his sick-calls without
question and without fear,

1t is reireshing to find one Protestant
minister, who can so far rise above the
influence of hereditary prejudice and mis
representation, as to actually beecome con-
vinced of something to commend in the
Catholic Church and among its distin.
gnished saints, and not only to do so, but
to have the honesty, we might almost say
the hardihood, to publicly acknowledge it.
Rev. G. W, Shiun, D, D., speakiog of a
recent Sunday from his pulpit in Grace
Church, Newton, Mass,, of Loyola and the
Jesuits, stated that he had only admira-
tlon for the character ana purpose of St
Ignatius Loyola ; and, of the celebrated
Society of Jesus, was not afraid to say:
“The Soclety has a broader record of
achievement, and posseses & record of
Christian heroism such as the world has
never seen elsewhere,”’

All things work unto good to those
who love God. So the spring of the year
helps them to advance in Corlstian per-
fection, It suggests the renewal of the
life of the spirit. The devout soul in all
humility and hope willeay: Now, in very
truth will I begin; I will outshine the
ily in the besuty of every virtue that
adorns the spiritual character, Nor let
the les:on of the season be lost to the
sioner. He, too, should be prompted by
the present blooming creation to cry out:
Long have I lain fallow, I will cultivats
the unreclalmed soil of my eoul by
meet works of penance. I will fulfil my
Easter duties while there is yet time,
aud bear the worthy fruits of justice. This
is wisdom.

The charch teaches, the faithful hear,
The duty of the Catholic s not to argue
the point of doctrine or of morals with the
church, it is to do what he 1s commanded,
and to abstain from doing wbat he la for
bidden, by the church, If gifted with a
painfully profound geniue, he bolsters
himself, and bis admiring friends with the
claim that he is right, and the church is
wrong, i such matters, be is eimply living
in a fool’s paradise, and hie conceit will be
no excuse for his ignorance,

N. Y. Catholic Review.

The leper priest of Molokal is to have
an assistant —Father Conrardy, ot Ore
gon, has volunteered to consecrate the
rest of his life to the service of the
living dead of the Sandwich Islands and
is on his way to his post ot honor, peril,
sacrifice, suffering and death. The dis
ease is making progress through the »ys.
tem of Father Damien, and, a8 1t kas
begun to attack his hands, he wiil soon
be unable to celebrate Mass and be un-
fitted to administer the sacraments,
With sweet and pathetic resig-
nation to the Divine Wiil,
he anncunces the ravages of his malady,
and beseeches his brethren in Christ to
pray for him that he may paes in peace
through the slow torture of the martyr
dom of charity that le before him. In
full view of his inoculation and untimely
fate, and with clear knowledge of the risk
he invites of being himeelf a victim,
Father Qonrardy offers himself for the
dangerous and naturally repulsive mission
to the lepers, For years he has repeated
that offer, and pow, at length, with the
joy of the early Christians who went

Italian journal that the Empress Augusta

Japan, Father Mustrilll was arrested and
eondemned to imprisonment in a cave,

has decided to become a Catholle,

mto the arena with radlant coun:

i he reviews Mr. Balfour’s allusions to him-

wild heasts that were to rend them limb |
from limb, this devoted missionary seeks
the place of dsuger and willingly blots
out his life from among men untouched
by the fatal pest. Only the Catholic
Church fsthe joyfal mother of such heroes. |
Only the grace of God that comes to us !
through the sacrifice of the Altar and the
Beven Sacraments finstituted by Jesus
Christ, can produce and sustain such zeal
for the salvation of souls,
Colorado Catholie.

There is & disposition, yet not pecullar
to this day, to make a distinction between
the public and the private character of &
man, Every one knows of men offered
b{ conventions for the votes of the peo-
ple, who, although seemingly good enough
for public office, are entiraly unworthy of
esteem in private life, This disposition
is of evil consequence. The truth {s, that
In the main, private is related to publie
Iife, as character is to reputation. A man
must be good all round; and this he e,
and the manliest kind of a man, when,
ﬁwhsn only, he is a practical Chris-

LATEST PHASES OF THE IRISH
QUESTION.

The rumors which are from time to
time raised that Balfour’s life fs threatened
are not believed in well informed London
elrcles,
It is stated that five Unfonist mem-
bers of Parliament have undoubtedly
returned to sllegiance to Mr. Gladstone,
and that six more are hesitating whether
$0 do the same. Strong hopes are enter-
tained that there will shortly be enough
won back to the Liberal ranks to endanger
the position of the Government.
Mr. Wilfred Blunt has withdrawn his
agtion against Messrs. Balfour and Byrne
for talse imprisonment,
Mr. Juo. D'lion, M. P., has been arrested
in Dublin, He was released on bail. Mr.
Wm. O'Brien says that his arrest will not
interfere with the progress of the Plan of
Campaign.
Mayor O'Keeffe, of Limerick, Parnellite,
has been elected for Limerick, vacant by
the resignation of Mr. Henry J. Gill.
Mr. Wm. O'Brien stated in an inter-
view on the 17th inst, that the arrest of
Mr. Dillon and himeelf proves that Mr.
Balfour is compelled to recommence the
work he began in September, and that
Coerclon has been, as it always was and
always will pe, a failure. He will not
make, in prison, any statement regarding
his health, owing to Mr. Baifour's former
calumnies against him on this subject. He
hopes his countrymen also will aveid this
suhject

The rate.collectors on the Island of
B.flin were nunable to get back to the
mainland, until Her Majesty’s gunboat,
Bauterer, was sent to their relief, as none
of the islanders would lend or rent them
a boat for the purpose. The Islanders are
at all thnes poor, as the ieland is mostly
bare rock, and the soll light; but this year
they ard in exceptionel poverly,
The eviction camprign is proceeding
in many districts with its ueual virulence.
Several writs have been issued on the
estate of Lord Bandon At Killarney
Quarter Sessions twenty.five cases were
listed for hearing, and decrees were
obtamned in a majority ot the cases. At
Broughal 150 policemen and a number
of bailifts initiated the campaign by
evicting a tenant named Rody Dooley.
At Herbertstown evictions are expected
daily, and the tenants are preparing to
resiet. They have cleared their farms
of all the stock, so that if the eviction
take place, the O’Grady will he none the
better off for the evictions, and they will
recist at every stage,
Mr. Wm, O'Brien has written a letter
to J. Gavan Duffy, of Rochdale, in which

self at Stalybridge, He says :

“Mr. Balfour is right in saying that
my newspaper and myself denounced
Coercion when it was practiced by a
Liberal Government in as strong terms
as we could command, It only shows
how bhard eet Tory Coercionists are for
an apology, when they display such
superhuman industry in disinterring the
rancorous things our newspapers and the
Liberal newepapers eaid of one another
in o controversy which iz extinpuished
by & mutusl act of annesty. Whatever
wo said or wrote was said or written in
the interest of Mr, Balfour and his col-
leagures, at a time when they were suc-
cessfully wooing Irich votes by abjuring
Coercion and negotiating for Home
Rule,”

Two members of Mr. T. W Russell’s
election committee, South Tyrone, have
called on bim to resign They say that
nine tenths of his supporters want no
alliance with the Parnellite gang, nor an
arrears bill, and that they cannot stand
by and see him destroy the Union, Mr,
Russell is unlucky that he has not the
confidence of any party now. The
Unionists mistrust him, and the Parnel
lites take no stock in bim,

Three farmers of Meelin, imprisoned
for Coercion created crimes, had their

| Gladstone’s policy.
| upon State bas dec'ared Itself through its

Mr. Chamberlain, in & rpeech deliv-
ered before the Birmingham Radical
Unlon, declared that the Gladstonian
notion that his sojourn in America had
partly converted him to Mr. Gladstone's
policy, is ridiculous. He had found very
few persons in America who approved of
Inssmuch as State

legislature favorable to Mr. Gladstone's
course, it would seem that Mr, Chamber.
lain met and conversed only with toadies,
if he is telling the truth—which is very
dcnbtful.

Rev. Father McFadden, on appeal, had
bis sentence increased to six months in
stead of tbree. The sentence of Mr,
Alexander Blalne, M. P., on appeal, was
alio fucreased from four to six montha.
Father Stevens’ sentence of three months’
imprisonment was confirmed. Mr. Snell
ing, delegate of the British Anti-Coercion
Lesgue, sentenced to eix months, had his
sentence reduced to two months without
bard labor,

A Nationalist meeting was held at
Fermoy on the 22nd inst., at which Mr,
Wm. O'Brien spoke. He ssid the meeing
would have been held even if it had been
proclaimed.

Mr, Parnell has summoned all absent
Home Rulers to be at their post in Par
liament for the vote on the Budget and
the Irich County Government Bill re
spectively.

The London Telegraph denies that Me.
Chamberlain fs about to enter the Usbinet.

Mr. Jobn Morley in a speech at Black.
burn referred to Lord Churchill’s calling
this “the Golden Age of Euglish Politics.”
He eald: *It s not much of & golden age
when Irish members of Parliament are
dogged by detectives, and when Qovern
ment pays no attention to their appeals
in bebalf of Ireland, and even wlrl not
permit them to speak in public. The
imprisonment of the Irish leaders is an
odious spectacle, and {s the best argument
for Home Rale. He appealed to the
nation to aesist the kiberals to compel the
Government to adopt a wiser policy.”

Lord Hartington aud Mr. Goschen in-
tend to go to Belfast in October to hold a
political meeting in support of their
Coercion policy.

Placards have been posted through
Loughrea calling on the people to assem-
ble in thoueands to greet Messrs, O'Brien,
Henly, and Redmond,

Dr. Rouayne, the magistrate who had
the courage to te!l the truth about the
proclaimed Youghal meeting, has been
dismieeed from the megistracy.

OUR CARDINAL AND REY. DR.
FIELD,

The subjoined appeared in the New
York KEvangelist of which Rev, Dr. Heory
M. Field 1s editor :

Private correspondence is commonly of
interest only to the parties, and of no
coucern whatever to the public. But a
man in high position is & public character,
in whose personality all may feel a legiti-
mate interest.  And If it discloses itself
in a letter written with the frecdom of
private correspondence, it may, with his
comsent, be seen by the eyes of others,
Certalnly few men in Church or State
hold 8o high a dignity as our only Car-
dinal, the head of the Roman Catholic
Church in America His letier grew out
of a slight accident—our attendance ata
reception glven bim in Washington, for
which some unknown person in that city
wrote us a very sharp letter, which, in
stead of throwing into the fice, we pub.
lished and answered as we thought it
deserved. This correspondence some one
sent to the Cardival, which called forth
the following, that we now have his “full
coptent” to give to the public,

Cardinal’s Resldence, 408 N. Charles St.,

Baltimore, March 6, 1888

REv. DEAR SIR :—I beg to thank you
very cordially for the copy of your work
“Od Spain and New Spamn,” which you
kindiy sent me through Mrs. Mullan.
From the pratse which she bestows on it,
I am sure I will read it with jutere:t and
pleasure. [In & postecript he adds:
“Since writing the foregoing, I bave read
with great eatisfaction and edification
your beautiful tribute to the good Arch
hishop of Granada.  Had you lived in the
days of Igratius Loyola, I am sure you
would bhave revered and cherished the
man on account of his burning love for
Chriet "]

I avail myself of this occasion by ten.
dering to you my elucere exprersion of
gratitude for your menly and well-
merited rebuke to the writer who had the
hardibood to expoitulate with you for
attending the reception to me at Mrs.
Admiral Dahlgren’s. 1 was delighted to
meet youreelf and your hcnored brothers
on that occasion, but you have risen still
higher in my estimation by your noble
reply to the writer in question. Such
men as that writer exhibit very little of
Christian charity, aud do much to make
the enemies of Obristianity rejolce,

Your word, on the contrary, serves to
remind us all that if we can not agree in

spring agricultural work done for them
by sympathizing friends, Three or four
acres of potatoes were planted on each
fiyrig, manure was carted, and their
ploughing done all in one day.  The
most prominent men in Meelin acted as
sltewards, and the work was accomplished
harmoniously and satisfaclorily,

Uunder the Coercion Act, a little girl of
14, Mary Kelly, was sentenced at
Kensgh, Longford Co,, to one month's
imprisonment at hard labor, The charge
againet her was intimidation,

An old woman named Oatharine
Cavanagh successfully resisted eviction
in New Roes, Several attempts were
made by the police at previous times
but she bafflad them by securing the
door. At length a company of bailiffs
with crowbars, hatchets, etc ,and accom
panied by several policemen, made &
determined attack, but with water, flower
pots, bricks, etc , she succeeded in driv-
ing them off, amid the laughter and

tenanoes and elsatic step to confront the

oheers of a large crowd of townspeople,

matters of faith, we should never be want-

ing o the courtesy and urbanity which

Cuaristians of ull denominations owe to one

| another, I am, with great regard, yours

| faithfally fn Carlat,

James CARDINAL GIBBONS,

Archbishop of Baltimore.

| Rev. H. M. Ficld, D. D,

| @ounld anything be more geutle than

! this? Can any one detect in it the siight.
est tone of arrogance! The writer does
pot assume that the Roman Catholic
Church is the only Christian body on
earth; on the comtrary, he distivctly
recognizes “*Christiaus of all denomina-
tions,” and aaks only for “che courtesy and
urbsnity” which all Obrirtlans ‘'owe to
one suother.” The gentleness of the
letter is the best answer to the fierce in-
tolerance which will not recognize a
Christian faith or Christian Jife anywhere
but within the narrow bounds of its own
sect. Comparing it with the one in which
& correspondent (who did mot dare even

took to call us to account we think our
readers will sgree that the Cardinal mey
well say “Such men as that writer exhibit
very little of Chrietian charity, ‘and do
much to make the enemies of O ristianity
rejolce.’” Are we to refuse the out-
stretched hand of one who slgns himeelf
“Yours faithfully in Christ”—that blessed
Name which ia the bond that holds the
world together ]
THE PURITAN AND THE CARDINAL—A
PERSONAL REMINISCENCE
_The above incident recalls the only
time that I ever met a (irdinal before,
It was forty years ago, The winter of
18478 1 spent in Paris where | was a
witness of the revolution of February,
Soon afterwards I left for Italy and re.
turned to Paris in June, a few days
after the insurrection, which had been
put down only by four days’ tighting in
the streets. Here I met my father, a
venerable minister ot New England, and
my brother, now Judge Field of Wash-
ivgton,  We had our lodging at the
Hotel des Girands Ambassadeus, in the
Rue de Lille, to which came one day a
night dignitary of the Catholic Church,
since he was at once a French Arch-
bishop and & Roman Cardinal. This was
Cardinal de Bonald, Archbishop of
Lyons. Madame announced to us the
arrival of Monseigneur, and asked if we
would like to be presented to him, a
courtesy which we accepted, and were
introduced into his apartments, As my
father could not speak French, I had to
be his interpreter. We found a man
venerable in years; with the quiet dig-
nity of manner which is generally
observed in one of exalted station; of a
serious, thoughtful countenance; with
An expression pensive even to sadness,
which is apt to come wita a life passed
in a seclusion like that of the cloister,
His face showed lines of care, as well as
of age, and yet with all there was in it a
serenity and peace which could come
only from Christian faith,
Those were days of trouble for the
Courch. The revolution had caused a
general agitation, and men’s bearts were
falling them for fear., But he seemed to
dwell in an atmosphere which no outward
changes could disturb. The experience of
a loug life had taught him that such
changes could not ehake the foundation
on which he rested. He said: *I am the
oldest member of the Chllega of Car-
dingls.” Thus he had seen all the French
revolutions, They had come and gone,
aud the Church bad ontlived them all.
One could not look on such a counten-
auce without a feeling of profound
reepect, 1 thought with what veneration
the Catholics of America would look up
to such an apostolic man, and ventured
to express faintly a wish that even 2t his
advanced age he might be permitted to
see this land of the future, The old
man shook his head., 1 shall never forget
the tone in which he answered “My uext
voyage will be for eternity,” It was easy
to see that he had long siuce passed the
period of ambitfon, and even of curiosity
to see strange lands and peoples, His eye
was fixed on the horizon of this world,
which he was soon to pass. I have often
since recalled the picture of those two
gray-baired men, so close to each other,
and yet ¢o far apart; men of diffurent
countries and of different creeds—ihe
Frenchman and the American, the Catho-
lic and the Protestaut, the Puritan and
the Cardinal. Jt seems as if such men had
nothing in common ; as if between them
there was a great gulf which could not
be croesed ; and yet, though so far apart,
how near!—for though they could not
speak a word to each other, yet in their
hearts they held to the rame bleesed faith
in the same Divine Lord. Such men can-
not be divided by oceaus or differences of
rice or language. At the close of the
interview they parted to see each other no
more on earth, Both soon crossed the
silent sea, to mees, I doubt mnot, on the
heavenly shore. H. M, F,

Cardinal Newman on the Confessional,

How many are the souls in distress,
auxiety or loneliness whose one need is to
find a belog to whom they can pour out
their feelings unheard by the world, Tell
them cut they must, They canuot tell
them out to those whom they see every
hour; they waut to tell them and not to
tell them. And they want to tell them
out, yet be as {f they were not told; they
wish to tell them to one who is sirong
enough to bear them, yet not too strong
to diepise them; they wish to tell them to
one who can at once advise and sym-
pathize with them; they wish to relieve
themeelves of & load, to gain a solace, to
gain the assurance that there is one wro
thinks of them, and one to whom in
thought they can recur, to whom they
can betake themselves, If neceesary, from
time to time, while they are in the world.
How many a Protestant heart would leap
at the news of such a benefit, putting
aside all ideas of sacramental ordinance or
of a great pardon and the conveyance of
grace. If there {s a heavenly Idea in the
Catholic Church—looking at it slmply as
an idea—surely mext after the Blessed
Sacrament confession i3 such, And such
is it ever found, in fact; the very act of
kneeling, the low and contrite voice, the
sign of the cross—hanging, so to say,
over the head bowed low—and the words
of peace and bleesing, Oh, what a rooth-
ing charm s there which the world can.
neither give nor take away ! Oh, what
plercing, heart-eubduing tranquility pro-
voking tears of joy, is poured almost sub-.
stantially and phyesically upon the soul—
the oil of gladuess, as Scripture calls it—
when the penitent at length rises, his God
reconciled to him, his sine rolled away for
ever ! Thisis confession as it Is 1u fact,
as those bear witness to it who snow it by
experience,

The man knows only how to say ‘‘sor-
row ;" the Christian, better informed, says
“irlal.,” Trial! that word explsins man,

to slgn his name to bis own letter) under-

ovil, Christianity, expiation, heaven, God!
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