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Father, Take My Hand. We aie Ioït in utter .amazement at the tiact to labor,’ and should not be held to 
perversion of mind an 1 dej ravity of ! imply ‘forced or compelled to labor,’ in 
*eiii t, which your a idless evinces, the absence ol all contract, and for the 

How can the generous, the charitable, exclusive benefit of others, 
the humane, the noble emotions of the However, we repeat that wo do not 
Irish heart, have become extinct amongst deign to argue this point with you; as we 
you? How can your nature be so to- proclaim to the world our conviction that 
tally changed as that you should become no constitutional law can create or sanc- 
the apologists and advocates of that ex- lion slavery. Slavery is repugnant to 
ecrable system which makes man the the first principles of society ; but it is 
property of his fellow-man—-destroys the enough for us to say, as regards A men- 
foundation of all moral and social virtues cans, that it is utterly repugnant to that 
—condemns to ignorance, immorality, declaration of the equality of all men, 
and irréligion, millions of our fellow- and to the inalienable right of all men to 
creaturcs—renders the slave hopeless of life and liberty. To this declaration the 
relief, and perpetuates oppression by free citizens of the United States have, 
law, and in the rame of what you call a in the persons of their ancestors, sol- 
Constitution ? emnly pledged their ‘sacred honor.’

‘It was not in Ireland you learned “Wre shall at once show you how that 
this crue tv. Your mothers were gentle, ‘sacred honor is basely violated—and 
ktnd and humane—their bosoms over- also demonstrate how totally devoid of 
flowed with the honey of human charity, candour your address is—inasmuch us 
i our sisters are, probably, many of them you rely on the constitution of the Amor- 
still amongst us, and participate in all ican States ai precluding the abolition of 
that is good and benevolent in sentiment slavery: whilst you totally omit all men- 
and action. How, then, can you have lion of one district, which the constitu- 
become so depraved? How can your tional law allege 1 by you does not reach, 
souls have become stained with a dark- We mean the district of Columbia, 
ness blacker thou the negro’s skin ? You ‘-In the district of Columbia there is 
say you have no pecuniary interest in no constitutional law to prevent the 
negro slavery. \N ould that you had— Congress from totally abolishing slavery 
for it mi<iht be some palliation of your within that district, v Your capitol is 
crime ! but, alas, you bave inflicted upon there—the temple of American freedom 
us the horror of beholding you the volun U there—the hall ol your Republican 
teer advocates of despotism^ in its most representatives—the national palacv ol 
frightful state—of slavery in its most your Republican President is there—and 
loathsome and unrelenting form ? slavery is theie, too, in its most revolt-

W e were, unhappily, prepared to ex- ing form. The slave trade is there. The 
pect some fearful exhibition of this des most disgusting trailic in human beings 
cnption. there lias been a testimony is there. Human flesh is bought and 
borne against the Irish by birth or des- sold like swine in the market—aye in 
cent, in America, by a person fully in- your capital—your Washington ! Yes. 
formed as to the facts, and incapable of Let Americans be as ‘proud as they 
the slightest misrepresentation—a noble please, this black spot is on their 
of nature more than of titled birth—a escutcheon. Even under the shade of 
man gifted with the highest order of the temple of their constitution, the man 
talent, and the most generous emotions of colour crawls a slave, and the tawny 
of the heart the great, the good, Lord American stalks a t1 rant.
Morpeth—he who, in the House of Com- “The cruelty of* the slave principle 
mons, boldly asserted the superior social rests not there—it goes much farther, 
morality of the poorer classes of the Irish The wretched slaves are totally prohib- 
over any other people—he, the best ited even from petitioning Congress, 
friend of any of the Saxon race that Ire The poor and paltry privilege, even, of 
land or the Irish ever knew—he, amidst prayer is denied them—and you, even 
congregated thousands at Exeter Hall, you—pseudo-irishmen ! are the advo- 
m London, mournfully, but firmly, de- cates and vindicators of such a system, 
nounced the Irish in America as being What ! would not you, at least, insist 
aniongst the worst enemies of the negro that their groans st.euld be heard ? 
slaves and other men of colour. “It is carried still farther. Even the

“It is, therefore, our solemn and sacred free-born white Americans are not 
duty to warn you in words already used, allowed to petition upon any subject 
and much misunderstood by you, to including the question of slavery: or, at 
come out of her —not thereby meaning least, no such petition can be read aloud 
to ask you to come out of America, but or printed. And although the Congress is 
out of the councils of the iniquitous,and entitled to abolish slavery in Columbia, 
out of the congregation of the wicked, the door for petitions praying that aboli- 
who consider a man a chattel and a pro- tion is closed, without the power of being 
perty, and liberty an inconvenience, opened.
Yes ; we tell you to come out of such “We really think that men who come 
assemblages, but we did not, and do from generous and warm-hearted Ireland 
not, invite you to return to Ireland. The should shrink into nonentity rather than 
volunteer defenders of slavery, surroun- become the advocates and defenders of 
de (lb y one thousand crimes, would feel the system of slavery. But we trust that 
neither sympathy nor support amongst the voice of indignant Ireland will scathe 
native uncontaminated Irishmen. them, and prevent them from repeating

“ j our advocacy of slavery is founded such a crime.
YOU tak<: IorM^ ‘ in anotherpointof view, your address 

mnn ", l' ■ ‘t l,r0Perf.y ° . fellow. ;9j if ,,ogsib!(,, „10re culpable. You State 
n ■ ta™. ? f1 k ", i t!rm• ol ‘n.'lignation that before the abolitionists proclaimed 

i Jk° T1'1 ^Prive white men of lheir wUh to have slavery abolished,
them fess capable of sup^rting their se' eral slave-holding states were prepar

ed eéeer thVof S sïssæ
’ " “î.Œæ.'SJSS QtU.r .totes .ere about 

those who are iniquitously compelled to ' „r * . .
labor for the affluence of others_tlio.se *• >V e utterly deny your assertion, and
who work without wages_who toil with- w® y°u to S10',v ;my single instance
out recompense—who spend their lives ?f preparatory steps taken by any state 
in procuring for others the splendor and , r "1C, einancipatiqn of the negroes 
wealth in which they do not participate. belore the abolition demand was raised 
A ou totally forget the sufferings of the violated truth in that, assertion—
wretched black men who are deprived of there were no such preparations. It is a 
their all, without compensation or re- Pure *‘ction, invented by slaveholders, 
dress. If you yourselves, all of you, or °,UL1°.f their unjust animosity to the 
if any one of you were, without crime or aJ,0|ltionists. It is said that tin* fear of 
oitencc committed by you, handed over abolltlon «as rendered the slaveholders 
into perpetual slavery : if you were com- strict, harsh and cruel towards
pelle J to work from sunrise to sunset U'T, ,'vretched !'kvcs' a,ld ,ll!lt they 
without wages, supplied only with such couM bo m°r? Senl e !>nd humane if they 
coarse food and raiment as would keep uer<‘ n°t afraid of the abolitionists. We 

working order; if, when your rePeat that is not true, and is merely 
owner fell into debt, you were sold to alt^mPt to cast blame on those who 
pay his debts, not your own ; if it were coalesce to put an end to negro slavery, 
made a crime to teach you to read and .‘‘It is in the same spirit that the 
to write—if you were li .ble to be sépara criminal calumniates his prosecutor, and 
ted in the distribution of assets from the felon reviles his accuser. It is, there- 
your wives and your children—if you, fore> utterly untrue that the slavehold- 
(above all) were to fall into the hands of era have made the chains of the negro 
a brutal master—and you condescend to more heavy through any fear of abol- 
admit that there arc some brutal masters ition. 
in America—if, among all these circum
stances, some friendly spirits of a more 
generous order were desirous togiye liber
ty to you and to your families—with what 
ineffable distrust would not you l iugli 
to scorn those who should traduce the 
generous spirits who would relieve you, 
as you now, pseudo Irishmen—shame 
upon you !—have traduced and vilified 
the Abolitionists of North America.

“But you come forward with a jurisdic
tion, forsooth ! . You say that the consti
tution in America prohibits the abolition 
of slavery. Paltry and miserable subter
fuge! The constitution in America is 
founded upon the declaration of inde
pendence. That declaration published 
to the world its glorious principles : that 
charter of your freedom contained these 
emphatic words :—

“ ‘We hold those truths to be, self 
evident—all men are created equal; that 
they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights; that amongst 
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness;’ and the conclusion of that 
address is in these words : ‘For the sup
port of this declaration, with a firm 
reliance on the protection of Divine Pro
vidence, we mutually pledge to each 
other our lives, our fortunes, and our 
sacred honor.’

“There is American honour for you !
There is a profane allusion to the adorable 
Creator.

“Recollect that the declaration does 
not limit the equality of man or the right 
to life and liberty, to the white, to the 
brown, or the copper colored races. It 
includes all races. It excludes

“We do not deign to argue with you on 
the terms of the American constitution, 
and yet we cannot help asserting that in 
that constitution the word ‘slavery’ or 
‘slave’ is not to be found. There are, in
deed, the words ‘persons bound to labor;’ 
but it is not said how bound. And a 
constitutional lawyer or judge, construing 
the American constitution, with a refer
ence

terms under our government and our in
stitutions.’

“We quote this paragraph at full 
length, because it is replete with your 
mischievous errors and guilty mode of 
thinking.

“In the first place—, s to the odor of 
the negroes—we arc quite aware that 
they have not as yet come to use much of 
the ‘Otto of Roses,’ or ‘Eau de Cologne.’ 
But we implore of your fastidiousness to 
recollect that multitudes of the children 
of white men have negro women for their 
mothers ; and that our British tiavellers 
complain in loud and bitter terms of the 
overpowering 
spittle as the prevailing ‘odor’ amongst 
the negro free Americans. It would be, 
porhapr, better to check this nasal 
sibility on both sides, on the part of the 
whites as well as of blacks. But it is, in
deed, deplorable that you should 
ridiculous assertion of that description 
as one of the inducements to prevent the 
abolition of slavery. The negroes would, 
certainly, smell as sweet when free as 
they now do being slaves.

“Your important allegation is, that the 
negroes are naturally an inferior race. 
That is a totally gratuitous assertion upon 
your part. In America you can have no 
opportunity of seeing the negro educa
ted ; on tiie contrary, in most of your 
States it is a crime.

address you speak of man being the 
property of man, of one human being 
the property ot another, with ns 
little doubt, hesitation, or repugnance 
as if you wore speaking of the beasts of 
the field. It is this that fills us with 
utter astonishment—it is this that makes 
us disclaim you as countrymen. We 
cannot bring ourselves to believe that 
you breathed your natal air in Ireland 
the first of all the nations on the earth 
that abolished the dealing in slaves 
- the slave trade of that day was, curi
ously enough, a slave trade in British 
youths—Ireland that never was stained 
with negro slave trading—Ireland that 
never committed an offence against the 
men of colour—Ireland that never fitted 
out a single vessel for the traffic in blood 
on the African coast !

“it is to be sure afflicting and heart
rending to us to think that so many of 
the Irish in America should he so degen
erate as to be amongst the worst enemies 
of the people of color. Alas 1 alas 1 we 
have that fact placed beyond doubt by 
the indisputable testimony of Lord Mor
peth. This is a foul blot that wo would 
fain wipe off the escutcheon of expatria
ted Iiishmen.

“Have you enough of the genuine 
Irishmen left amongst you to ask what it 
is that we require you to do? It is this.

“First—we call upon you in the sacred 
name of humanity never again to volun
teer on behalf of the oppressor : not even, 
for any self-interest, to vindicate that 
hideous crime, personal slavery.

“Secondly—We ask you to assist in 
every way you can in promoting the edu
cation of the free men of color, and in 
discountenancing the foolish feeling of I 
selfishness —of that criminal selfishness \i 
—which makes the white men treat the 
man of color as a degraded or inferior 
being.

“Thirdly —we ask you to assist in ob
taining tor the free men of color the full 
benefit of all the rights and franchise of I 
a freeman in whatever state he may in
habit.

“Fourthly—We ask you to exert your
selves in endeavoring to procure for the 
man of color in every case the benefit of 
trial by jury, and especially where a man 
insisting that he is a freeman, is claimed I 
to be a slave.

“Fifthly—We ask you to exert your
selves in eveiy possible way to induce 
slaveowners to emancipate as many slaves 
as possible. The Quakers in America 
have several societies for this purpose.
Why should not the Irish imitate them 
in that virtue! |

“Sixthly—We ask you to exert your
selves in all the ways you possibly can to 
put an end to the internal slave trade of 
the States—the breeding of slaves for 
sale is probably the most immoral and 
debasing practice ever known in the 
world. It is a crime of the most hideout 
kind, and if there were no other crime 
committed by the Americans, this alone 
would place the advocates, supporter', 
and practisers of American slavery in the 
lowest grade of criminals. ,

“Seventhly—We ask you to use every 
exertion in your power to procure the 
abolition of slavery by the Congress in the 
district of Columbia.
“Eighthly— We ask you to use your best 

exertions to compel the Congress to re
ceive and read the petitions of the 
wretched negroes ; and, al>ove all, the 
petitions of their white advocates.

“Ninthly—We ask you never to cease 
your efforts until the crime of which 
Lord Morpeth accused the Irish in Amer 
ica, ‘of being the worst enemies of the 
men of color,’ shall be aimed for, and 
blotted out, and eflaced for ever !

‘‘You will ask how you can do all these 
tilings? You have already answered that 
question yourselves ; for you have said 
that public opinion is the law of Amer
ica ; contribute then each of you 
in his sphere to make up 
that public opinion. Where you 
have the electoral franchise give your 
vote to none but those who will assist 
you in so holy a struggle.

“Under a popular government the 
man who has right, and reason, and jus
tice, and charity, and Christianity itself 
at his side, has great instruments of legii 
lation and legal power—he has the ele
ments about him of the greatest utility, 
and even if he should not succeed he 
can have the heart-soothing consolation 
of having endeavored to do great and 
good objects—he can enjoy even in 
defeat the sweet comfort of having 
endeavored to promote benevolence and 
charity.

deprived of any excuse for the reader- 
tion of a disproved calumny.

“The emancipation has taken place— 
the compensation given by England was 
cot given to the negroes, who were the 
only persons that deserve compensation. 
It was given to the so called ‘owners’— 
it was an additional wrong—an addi
tional cause of irritation to the negroes. 
But, gracious Heaven !—how nobly did 
that good and kindly race, the negroes, 
falsify the calumnious apprehensions of 
their task matters ! Was there one single 
murder consequent on the «mancipation? 
Was there one riot, one tumult—even 
one assault ? Was there one single 
white person injured either in peison or 
properly ? Was there any propel ty 
spoiled or laid waste ? The proportion 
of negroes in Jamaica to white men is as 
300 to GO or 80 per cent, yet the most 
perfect tranquility has followed the 
emancipation. The criminal couits are 
almost unemployed—nine-tenths of the 
gaols are empty—and open, universal 
traiKjuility reigns, although the landed 
proprietors have made use of the hat sli
est landlord power to exact the hardest 
terms by way of rent from the negro; 
and have endeavored to extort from him 
the largest possible quantity of labor for 
the smallest wages. Yet, the kindly 
negro race have not retaliated by one 

Sacred heaven ! a single act of violence or of vengeance, 
crime to educate even a free negro! How “The two races exist together upon 
then, can you judge of the negro race equal terms under the British govern 
when you see them despised and con- ment, and under British institutions, 
demned by the educated classes—reviled «Or shall you say that the British gov- 
and looked down upon as inferior? The erpmont and British institutions are 
negro race has naturally some of the fin- preferable
est qualities ; they are naturally gentle, vaporing spirit of mistaken republican- 
generous, humane, and very grateful for ism will not permit you to avow the 
kindness, they are as brave and fearless British superiority. You arc bound, 
as any other of the races of human be- however reluctantly, to admit that super- 
ings ; but the blessings of education are iority, or else to admit the falsity of your 
kept from them, and they are judged of, own assertions. Nothing can, in truth, 
not as they would be with proper culti* be more ludicrous than your declamation 
vat ion, but as they are rendered by in favor of slavery. It, however, some- 
cruel ami debasing oppression. It is as times rises to the very border of bias- 
old as the days ot Homer, who truly phemy ; your words are‘God forbid that 
asserts that the day which sees a man a we should advocate human bondage in 
slave takes away half his worth. Slavery J any shape.’
actually brutalizes human beings. It is : “Oh ! shame be upon you ! How can 
about sixty years ago when one of the you take the name of the all-good <„'rea- 
Sheilcs, not far south of Fez, in Morocco, ’ tor thus in vain ? What are you doing? 
who was m the habit of accumulating Is not the entire of your address an a l- 
white slaves, upon being strongly remon- J vocacy of human bondage ? 
strated with by an European power, gave “Another piece of silliness. You al- 
for his reply, that, by his own experi- lege that it is the abolitionists who make 
ence, he found it quite manifest that the slave restless with his condition; and 
white men were of an inferior race, in- that they scatter the seeds of discontent, 
tended by nature for slaves, and he pro- How can you treat us with such contempt 
duced his own brutalized white slaves to as to use assertions of that kind in your 
illustrate the truth of his assertion. And address ? IIow can you think we could 
a case of an American, with an historic be so devoid of intellect as to believe the 
name-—John Adams—is quite familiar, negro would not know the miseries of 
T?e ^env*hv© years ago, not more, slavery which he feels every hour of the 
John Adams was the sole survivor of an four-and-twenty, unless he were told by 
American crew, wrecked on the African some abolitionists that slavery wasamis- 
coast. He was taken into the interior as erable condition.
the slave of an Arab chief. He was only “There is nothing that makes us think 
for three years a slave, and the English 8o badly of you as your strain of ribaldry 
ami American consuls having been in- in attacking the abolitionists, 
formed of a white man’s slavery, claimed “The desire to procure abolition is in 
him and obtained Ins liberation. In the itself a virtue, and deserves our love for 
short space of three years he had be- its charitable disposition, as it does res- 
come completely brutalized. He had pect and veneration for its courage 
completely forgotten the Loglish lan- under unfavorable circumstances. In- 
guage, without having acquired the stead of the ribaldry of your attack up- 
native tongue. Ho spoke a kind of gab- on the abolitionists, you ought to respect 
ble as intellectual as the dialects of most and countenance them. If they err bv 
of jour negro slaves, and many months excessive zeal, they err in a righteous 
elapsed before he recovered his former and holy cause. You would do well to 
habits and ideas. check their errors and mitigate their

zeal within the bourn Is of strict propri
ety. But if you had the genuine feelings 
of Irishmen, you never would confound 
their errors with their virtues. In truth, 
we much fear, or rather we should 
didlv say, we readily believe that you at
tribute to them imaginary errors, for no 
other reason than that they really pos
sess one brilliant virtue—namely, the 
love of human freedom in intense per
fection. •

“Again we have to remark that you 
exaggerate exceedingly, when you state 
that there are fifteen millions of the 
white population in America, whoso 
security and happiness are connected 
with the maintenance of the system of 
negro slavery. On the contrary, the 
system of slavery inflicts nothing but 
mischief upon the far greater part of the 
nhabitants of America. The only places 
in which individual interest is 
ted with slavery are the slave-holding 
states. Now, in those states, almost 
without an exception, if, indeed, there 
be any exception, the people of colour 
greatly exceed the whites; and thus even 
if an injury were to be inflicted on the 
whites, by depriving them of their slaves, 
the advantages would be most abund
antly counter-balanced and 
sated for by the infinitely greater 
her of persons who would thus be restor 
ed to that greatest of human blessings, 
personal liberty. Thus the noble Ben
thamite maxim, of the greatest possible 
good to the greatest possible number, 
would be amply carried into effect by the 
emancipation of the negroes.

“You charge the abolitionists as with 
a crime that they encouraged a negro 
11)ing from Kentucky to steal a horse 
from an inhabitant of Ohio, in order to 
aid him, if necessary, in making his es- 
cape. We are not, upon full reflection, 
sufficiently versed in casuistry to decide 
whether, under such circumstances, the 
taking of the horse would be 
able act or not. But oven considering 
that it would bo sinful, we are ot this 
quite certain, that there is not one of you 
that address us who, if he were under 
similar circumstances, that is, having no 
other means of escaping perpetual 
slavery, would not make free with your 
neighbour’s horse to effectuate your just 
and reasonable purpose; and wc are also 
sure of this, that there is not one of you 
who, if he were compelled to spend 
the rest of his life as a personal slave, 
worked, and beaten, and sold, and trans
ferred from hand to hand, and separated 
at his master’s caprice from wife and 
family, consigned to ignorance, work
ing without wages,toiling without reward, 
without any other stimulant to that toil 
and labour than the driyer’s cart whip, 
we do say that there is not one of you 
who would not think that the name of 
pickpocket, thief, or felon, would not be 
too courteous a name for the being who 
kept you in such thraldom.

“Wo cannot avoid repeating our aston
ishment that you, Irishmen, should be 
-- devoid of every trace of humanity, as 
to become the voluntary and pecuniarily- 
disinterested advocates of human slavery 
and especially that you should be so in 
America. But what excites our uncon
querable loathing is to find that in your
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DANIEL 0 CONNELL.

HIS REPLY ON THE SLAVERY 
QUESTION.

A Historic Document.

From the Dublin Pilot of October 11 th, 
1843, we take the following article, which 
will, we feel sure, be perused with inter
est by all our readers :
LOYAL NATIONAL REPEAL ASSOCIATION.

THIS DAY.
The Liberator, accompanied by his sons, 

the member for Kilkenny and Daniel 
O’Connell, jun., entered the Corn-Ex
change Room at one o’clock precisely; 
and, on the motion of the lion, gentleman 
the chair was taken by W. J. O’Neil 
Daunt, Esq.

The chairman handed in £1 proclama
tion money from himself, and expressed 
his satisfaction at being called to the 
chair on so important an occasion.

The Liberator handed in £1 from the 
Uev. Dr. M.ley, which ho bad the fullest 
authority of that distinguished ecclesias
tic for calling proclamation money, 
lie also handed in £1 from Mr. Patrick 
O'Brien, whose conduct he highly eulo- 
gi.sed.

«Several sums were then handed in, 
proclamation money, and a great number 
of letters were read from all parts of 
Ireland, all full of cheering and animat
ing sentiments. Very many of them 
were from localities in the North—one 
in particular from Crookstown, county 
Tyrone, in which the writer stated that 
theirs was the only locality which had 
not before this joined the Association. 
It was receive 1 with loud applause, and 
on the motion of the Liberator was in
serted on the minutes. The Liberator 
handed in£2ül. Ils. G l. from NewJersey 
(cheers), anl read an able letter from 
the Repealers of that place.

The Liberator alluded to various arti
cles which have appeared recently in 
the French newspaper press. He de
nounced in the strongest terms the 
system of compelling the people of 
France to send their sons for education 
to an infidel university. Referring to 
what he had said about legitimacy on a 
former occasion, lie distinctly stated that 
popular liberty should be fully guaran
teed as the condition of the restoration 
of Henry the Fifth and the elder branch. 
The press was enslaved in France, for 
not one of the newspapers had dared 
to print his speech, although they had 
endeavoured to reply to him. The Irish 
Brigade were sneered at lately by some 
of the Fiench writers, in ignorance ol 
their thousand exploits for the safety 
and glory

Mr. F. Morgan handed in £3 procla
mation money, and explained tint the 
advertisement headed “Repeal Cavalry,” 
which had attracted so much attention 
for the last few days, had emanated 
solely from him, without his having had 
the slightest communication on the sub
ject with any other person whatsoever 
(cheers).

The Liberator said that it would be in 
the recollection of the Association that 
some time since an address ha«l been re
ceived from Cincinnati, in the State of 
( )hio, defending the institution of slavery. 
The committee had prepared a reply, 
which he would now submit for adoption.

The Liberator then read the following 
address:—

The committee to whom the address 
from the Cincinnati Irish Repeal Associ
ation, on the subject ot negro slavery in 
the United States of America, was re
ferred, have agreed to the following re
port :—
“To D. T. Dinsey, Esq., corresponding 

secretary: W. Hunter, Esq., vice-presi
dent ; Patrick M’Croskey, Esq., P. Cody,
Esq., executive committee oftheCin-
cinnati Irish Repeal Association.

“Corn Exchange Rooms, Dublin, 
“12th October, 1843

“Gentlemen,—We have read with the 
deepest affliction, not unmixed with 
some surprise and much indignation, 
your detailed and anxious vindication of 
the most hideous crime that has ever 
stained humanity—the slavery of men of 
color in the United .States of America.
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“It is also a curious fact, as connected 

with America, that the children of the 
Anglo-Saxon race and of other Europeans, 
born in America, were for many years 
considered as a degraded and inferior 
class; indeed it was admitted, as if it 
were au axiom, that the native-born 
American was in nothing equal to his 
European progenitor, and so far from the 
fact being disputed, many philosophic 
dissertations were . published, endeavor
ing to account for the alleged debase
ment. The only doubt was about the 
cause of it. ‘Nobody doubted (to 
your words) that the native born Ameri
cans were really an inferior race.' No
body dares to say so now, Aid nobody 
thinks it. Let it then be recollected, that 
you have never yet seen the negro edu
cated. An English traveller through 
Brazil, some few years ago, mentions 
having known a negro who was a priest, 
and who was a learned, pious, and ex
emplary man in his sacerdotal functions. 
We have been lately informed of two 
negroes being educated at the Propa
ganda, and ordained priests, both having 
distinguished themselves in their scien
tific and theological courses. The French 
papers say that one of them celebrated 
mass, and delivered a short but able 

before Louis Phillippe. It is 
believed they have both gone out with 
the Right Rev. Dr. Barron on the African 
mission.

“We repeat, therefore, that to judge 
properly of the negro, you should 
him educated and treated with the 
respect due to a fellow-creature, iinin- 
suited by the filthy aristocracy of the 
skin, and untarnished to the eye of the 
white by any associations connected with 
the state of slavery.

“We next refer to your declaration 
that the two races, viz., the black and 
the white, cannot exist on equal terms 
under your government and your institu
tions. This is an extraordinary 
tion to be made at the present day. 
You allude, indeed, to Antigue and the 
Bermudas; but we will take you to where 
the experiment lias been successfully 
made upon a large scale—namely, to 
Jamaica.
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“Yet, if you tell the truth; if the fact 
be that the negro is made to suffer for 
the zeal of the abolitionists; if he is 
treated with increased cruelty by 
of the fault of the friends of abolition— 
then, indeed, the slaveholders must be a 
truly Satanic race. Their conduct, ac
cording to you, is diabolical. Tin* aboli
tionists commit an offence, and the un
happy negroes are punished. The 
abolitionists violate the law of property, 
and the penalty of their crime is imposed 
upon the negroes ! Can anything be 
more repugnant to every idea of justice? 
Vet thit is your statement.

“We, on the other hand, utterly deny 
the truth of your allegations, and where 
we find you calumniate the slaveholders 
we become their advocates against your
calumny. You calumniate everybody_
slaves, abolitionists, and slaveowners, 
framers of constitutions, makers of laws 
—everybody. The slaveholders are not 
favorites of ours, but we will do them 
justice, and will not permit you to im
pute an impossible crime to them.

“You tell us, with an air of triumph, 
that public opinion in your country is 
the great law-giver. If it be so, how 
much does it enhance the guilt of your 
conduct that you seek to turn public 
opinion against the slave and in favor ot 
the slaveholders ! that you laud the mas
ter as generous and humane, and dispar-, 
age, as much as you can, the unhappy 
slave, instead of influencing, as Irishmen 
ought to do, the public mind in favor of 
the oppressed ? You carry your exag
gerations to a ludicrous pitch, denoting 
your utter ignorance of the history of the 
human race. You say—‘that the negro 
is really inferior as a race; that slavery 
has stamped its debasing influence upon 
the Africans, that between him and the 
white almost a century would be re- 
quired to elevate the character of the 
one, and to destroy the antipathies of the 
other.’ Yet i>dd—we use your words— 

... . . ,. ... . , ‘The very odW of the negro is almost
to the declaration of independence insufferable to the white; and, however 

which is its basis, would not hesitate to much humanity may lament it, we make 
decide that bound to labor ought, in a no rash declaration when we say the two 
court of justice, to mean ‘bound by con- races cannot exist together on equal

reason compen-
num- 11 is no excuse to allege that the Con

gress is restricted from emancipating 
the slaves by one general law. Each 
particular slave state has that power 
within its own precincts; and there is 
every reason to be convinced that Man • 
land and Virginia would have followed 
the example of New York, and long ago 
abolished slavery, but for the diabolical 
practice of‘raising’ (as you call it) slaves 
for the Southern market of pestilence 
and death.

sermon

:■'<'<*

of France.

“Irishmen and the sons of Irishmen 
have, many of them, risen to high dis
tinction and power in America. Why 
should not Irishmen and the sons off 
Irishmen write their names in the bright 
est pages of the chapter of humanity and 
benevolence in American story ?

“Irishmen, our chairman ventures to 
think, and we agree with him, that he 
has claims on the attention of Irishmen 
m every quarter of the globe. The < * 
.Scotch and the French philosophers have 
proved by many years of experiment 
that the Irishman stands first among the 
races of man in his physical and bodily 
powers. America and Europe bear testi
mony to the intellectual capacity of 
Irishmen. Lord Morpeth has demon- i . 
strated in the British Parliament the 
superior morality of the humbler classes 
of Irish in the social and family rela
tions. rJ he religious fidelity of the Irish 
nation is blazoned in glorious and pro
verbial certainty and splendor.

Irishmen I sons of Irishmen ! descend
ants of the kind of heart and affection
ate in disposition, think, oh ! think only 
with pity and compassion on your , 
coloured fellow-creatures in America. 
Offer them your hand of kindly help— 
soothe their
oppressors. Join jwith your countrymen 
at home, in one cry of horror against the 
oppressor—in one cry of sympathy with 
the enslaved and oppressed_

“ ‘fill prone in the dust slavery shall 
be hurled.

an exe us

inière the two races are upon a per
fect equality in point of law. There is 
no master, there is no slave. The law 
does not recognize the slightest distinc
tion between the races. You have bor
rowed the far greater part of your 
address from the cant phraseology, which 
the West Indian slave owners, and 
especially those of Jamaica, made use of 
before emancipation. They used to assert 
(as you do now) that abolition meant 
destruction; that to give freedom to the 
negro would be to pronounce the assassi
nation of the whites; that the negroes, 
as soon as freed, would massacre their 
former owners, and destroy their wives 
and families. In short, your prophecies 
of the destructive effects of emancipa
tion are but faint and foolish echoes of 
the prophetic apprehensions of the 
British slaveowners.

“They might, perhaps, have believed 
their own assertions, because the eman
cipation of the negroes was then 
tried experiment. But you, you

none.
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