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LONDON, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 916

PROFOUND CRISIS
THE WAR

THE MOST

(0]
The dismissal of Stiirmer, Prime
Minister of Russia, at the demand of
the Cabinet

changes said to be

Duma, with other
impending, is an

of

significance but one that may have a

event not only deep political

tremendous influence o the course
and outcome of the War.
The Petrograd correspondent of an

English paper, in telling of the
resolute and unanimous onslaught of
the Stiirmer adminis
the
was one of deter
the War to
This

incredible con-

the Duma on

tration, stated that dominant

note of the debate

mination to carry on

ultimate and decisive victory.
seemed to point to the

clusion that the Stiirmer Govern

ment was lukewarm, even in favor of

an early and inconclusive peace.

Nowhere in the world is 1t more

true than in Russia that the govern

ment is not the people. The Bureau
and
h

11

that nse comple

the

cracy, imin

army of officials throug vhich

y ruled, is

War

people are autocrabic

at least before the to

known
th strong Ger

It
yet

have been infected w

man and pro-German influences

appears that 1 iIs not even

purged of suc influenc
N. ¥
in an

Most

the

26

A Russian iter
Times Magazine of Nov.

article, "R

n

Faces the Pro
War,

what

18814,

shows that

found Crisis of the

the incredible was actually

was
happening in Russia.

"“Not the
Russian military machine
seemingly irresistible Teutonic inva-
sion of 1915 has Russia faced such
profound crisis as she does to day.
Bureaucracy, embittered and
hausted, and democracy, exasperated
and strengthened, have finally come
to what appears to be the last round
in the struggle they have been wag-
ing since the revolution of 1905.”

since collapse of the

before the

ex

The democracy, content to defer
political reform, aided in every way
possible the incompetent bureaucra
tic 11
the energies of the country for the

the War

Government ‘' in mobilizing a

successfal of

The

sideration which precipitated the

prosecution
immediate and impelling con
present siruggle was the food crisis.
A. F. Kerenski, a leading deputy, said
on the eve of the Duma's opening

" Never the Duma's
opening preceded by such a stormy

before was

Our immediate ta
difficulties of last
year seem insignificant with those ol
the present moment.
zation of the Government
theoretical demand
urgent, practical problem.
longer by
the stomach.”

Three

contributed 1)

state of mind.

are colossal. 1€
I'he democrati
is not a
but an
[t is no
the mind, but by

now,

dictated

causes, however,

the

political

1 and

essant
meaningless cabinet changes, (2) the
Governmentsattitude to the organiza-
tions engaged in rendering vital aid
to
the Polish question.
1. "Thef
posts were well known to the people.
knew what
old bureaucrats
Boris Stiirmer
the
nervousness.
ol

the army, and (3) its attitude on

v;‘-H'('h:n;!}lul\lhu]:u[\;.fi.‘“:'{-‘

to expect from
When,

was

Russia
these
ever,
Premier,

how
appointed
was shaken

It was taken
changed

country

a wave ol

as the augury a radically

foreign policy. Reports of a separate
i

1gsia and Germany

Empire,

peace between I
filled the
uneasiness and restlessness

“The excitement
intensified by the
Sazonofi as Foreign
Sazanoff had the full
the people as far as the determina
the to a suc
cessful issue Boris Stiirmer
did not. To add fuel to the already
blazing fire, Stiirmer took over him
gelf the portfolio of Foreign Minister.

Slavie creating
strikingly
resignation of
Minister

was

confidence of

tion to continue war

goes.

Reactionary as Stiirmer was known

be and deplorable as was his

to
appointment of extreme reactionaries

to the Cabinet, it was notb until

Minister of
Interior that the people were deeply

Protopopov was made

stirred. Protopopov last

the

summer

headed Russian Parliamentary

| Delegation to England and France.

“It was on his way back to Russia
that he committed the act that has
given him wide notoriety and possi
bly the post of Minister of Interior
A. D, Protopopov, while in Stockholm,
attaché of the
Legation there. How this
tact leaked out it is difficult to dis
cover.

met in conference an

German

Protopopov denied that his meet
ing had anything to do with the con
between

he
and he was also plan

clusion of a separate peace

Russia and Germany. But was

believed,
to

not

ning found a great paper backed

by several Petrograd banks whose

capital is largely German.

1914
influence

to
and

I'he alms
destroy
activity
pose was
cally and
German

Society of
all German
in Russia. Its original pur
to rid Russia, both politi
economically the
Its membership
includes some of the leading men in
Russian public life.
a member the
socliety maintains an
This list records the
who
whether
with Germany.

from

yoke.

Protopopov was
I'he
blacklist
names of those
found to

commercial

of goclety.

open
persons are have
relations,
other

(8] |
A committee of
ing
Protopopov, decided to

this society, hay
investigated the charges against
recommend

the Society to blacklist him.

the Executive Council
the matter A. D.
Protopopov was appointed Minister
of the Interior. It therefore
with the most profound interest that
the nation the
the council took place on
Oct. 8. the Imperial
Dur attended

executive meeting the Socilety
1914, And in of the fact that
the accused had been elevated to t
Minister, th
Council, by an overwhelming
decided to present the recommenda
to ,blacklist
the general meeting of the society

"Before
could

pass on

was

followed meeting of

which

Members of

and Council he

ol ol

gpite
he

position of Executive

vote

tion Protopopov before

2, But if the foreign policy of the

Stiirmer Cabinet was looked upon

with grave suspicion, its internal pol

icies and methods were wded witl

reg
consternation

One of the most revolting ac
plishments of St s Cabinet
the

ly, the all Rus

and the I

urmel

the attitude taken toward ocial

organizations, notab

elan Z on nion

nese omg
nothing
wd Er

doing

nments
tlic W

linisty in its work juippin

supplying, and caring the
“But army

connected with 1t ar

army.

while and all those
Iy
cly

the
» fra ateful
to the Russian public for it
ful activities and
Prime Minister {
hamper the

tions

wonder
nts, the
Lo

organiza

achieveme
1t
the

und necessary

WOrkK ol

The Zemstvo Union complained to |
the Minister of War.

without
‘[Z{‘H:Hi‘l'i

“Some months
reply. Then something
hensible happened, something that
Russia stand full of
and rebellion. In reply to the
Zemstvo's request to repeal the «
national
there was published

elapsed

made aghast,
rage
r
cular prohibiting conven
tions in the
month decision of the
Cabinet to extend the original restric

tion meeting, whether
executive,

of October a

80 that every
local, special, secret, e
traordinary, held by any social

sanization, be attended by a police
representative, in whom the power is
vested to close such a meeting at his
sole discretion

" When
of

that the

Zems

remembers
ALl
Union alone had reached the colossal
sum of two and a half
first two

the

one

budget the Russian tvo

billions in the

vears of its activities, that

other social organizations are
vast
these

)

also performing operations
that the
ganlizations are

on

scales, activities of

ol often of an
lutely confidential, in the interests of
the State, character, and
that they are exclusively devoted to
helping the army and nation win the
war, well what it
means thi intricate
and iachinery under the
supervision of the police, who are
at any moment they
interfere with, or ¢
the movement

O
finally,
one can

to put

immense 1

imagine
whole

empowered
choose to
tirely interrupt,
this mechanism,”

When

n
of

decided

the

Protopopov against

the legal status of social bodies,

I'here began to grow a realization
in the mindg of thhe entire people that
the was elther

concerned with losing the war
winning it,fer that it preferred
thing to the further rise and expan

sion of social, democratic Russia.

I'he

Russian

Government more
than

any

Russian this

vriter emphatically asserts,

people,’

“keenly feel the injustice of the suf
to
ibjected in the past by Russia,
to
The

promiging a

ferings which Poland has been

and

are anxious see Poland restored

completely.” government had
declaration

the

long |
of its
tion of

yeen
full

Poland, and the people were

program for restora

impatient for the fulfilment of these

lll’l)llllhl‘\‘.

|  “Atthe same time, reports were be
il,:inning to arrive that the Central
Powers were planning some kind of

\

stroke on the Polish issue.
The Russian people desired to fore
gtall any Teutonic attempt to win
over Poland on their side. But the
{ussian Government did not.

“When Protopopov was appointed
Minister of the Interior, it was gen
erally expected that the Polish dec
laration would light Jut
how chagrined was Russia when it
dur

a big

soon see

became known that Prototopoy
ing his first with the Czar,
the postponement of any
Poland! The climax of
reached when Ger
Austria- Hungary jointly

estab

audience
advised
action

indignation
many
declared
lishment of a Polish kingdom. What
this Teutonic declaration may
mean to history, its significance can
not be

on
was
and

some time ago, the
ever

mistaken as far as its effect
Russia is concerned. The
felt that it had been outraged
own Government

on
nation
by its

“While Russia was experiencing

the above critical emotions due to
purely political events, an economic
factor arose which spread the emo
tional rebellion and indig
nation to every corner of the Empire
gripping every group of 1ts « ountless

waye ol

population, and solidifying and giv
ing form the
of prevailing
country.

to tempestuous state

mind throughout the

I'his factor was the unprecedented
food the bread
crisis goaring in

Crisis more exact

have been
Russia to altitudes undreamed of in
other country today. Many
articles could simply not be had for
any in certain parts the
Empire, though they could be found
in others in considerable

“"But the worst
in the form
denly the country
out bread
the tens ol
the country may
even in
famine had only been due iral
But it 1ssin had
surplus of hundreds of millions of

Prices
any

price of
quantitie

was to It
famine. Sud
itself with
looked

millions,

come
of

found

Starvation

came

into
Now
patient
if the

faces of

have been

such a situation

0 natl

LUSES, was not. {1

bushels of grain. Everybody knew

it and nobody denied it

We have quoted thus freely
length

and at

from thi remarkable
illuminating article

The d nd n

express its admiration

WOl L1 0
vellous resistax
yet be found, when a

hel

the w

to the

mMocCrac

elements

1 1ntere

tion.

people

their politic e

mand

bound up with the defeat of Gex

many. For them the War is doubl

a war of freedom Bureaucratic

Russia may be an uncertain quantity.
Democratic Russia will be
the end

Despite traitors within the gate
a hundred and eighty-two mi

the

ions of

people with indomitable will to

be free are an unconquerable force

in the cause of the world’s freedom

TEACHERS SUPERANNI

FUND

{TION

When the Bill to provide a Super
Fund

before the province for consideration

annuation for teachers

a year and a half ago we stroaogly

urged its acceptance by the religious

teaching communities, After mature

consideration and discussion of all

phases of the question we are mor

than ever convinced that the reasons

we then gave are well-founded.

Amended to meet objections urged
in some quarters against the original

measure it is again submitted for

consideration.
In

minimuin

the

maximum

addition to the

$1,000

pensions
$365,
on retirement after forty years' serv

provision is now made for the actu

ice ag provided in the original
arial equivalent of such pensions fo1

those who retire after thirty
Also the
contributions to the

to

years
all

a con

service. for return of

estate ol

tributor the I'und who may die

before recel

Other

ving a penslon.

changes are intended to
meet the objections of teachers who
have no intention of remaining per
The

five

manently in the profession.

remains the

the

the minimum salary for the

premium same, 1. e

per cent. of teacher's salary
purposes
of the act being $550.00.

But instead of assessing the school
boards for 1% of the salary (or 207 of
the
the

This disposes of

the premium) teacher pays 24

of salary and Government 2

the opposition of

school boards and gives the teacher an

| old age and disability Insurance Pol. |

icy for one-half the regular premium, |

| Half the Fund, therefore, comes

| from the Consolidated Revenue of
\‘ the Province to which Catholics nec
| essarily contribute their full quota.

i 1t would be folly for Catholic teach-

ers not to avail themselves of the
generous and just provision of the

Government,

With regard to the amended Bill now
before us we emphatically repeat the
concluding paragraph of the REcorD's

editorial on the original Bill

It conviction that it is
in the interest of the in the
interest of the religious communities
in the of the Catholic
people that we should bear the bux
den and share the benefits the
proposed Superannuation Fund

is our firm

schools
interest

ol

\ LIBERATED
When the
Austria

of

POLAND

Emperors of Germany

and proclaimed the
Poland
Poland though
of
for editorial comment.
the

limiting

free

dom onl Russian
did

suflicient

we not considéay

the matter importance

The terms of
indicated

proclamation itself

conditions vhich might

mean anything

I'he Allied Monarchs express the
confident hope that Polish aspirations
for the the Polish State
development of
be
msidera

evolution of
and for the
the Polish

realized,

national

kingdom will now

nto due c«
tion the general political condition
prevailing in | the

fare and safety of their own countries

urope and wel

and nations.

When as a further condition it w

gtipulated that Poland should rai

fight

0

an army to aid Germany in the

for freedom,” the scrap of paper

proclaiming Polish " Independence

"with due consideration” of many

undefined thing seemed interesting

only as a specimen of Germany's

Hel
liberty suggests

gentle methods of diplomac

zeal for Polish

her charity for ian unem

ployed
Unfortunatel
man

article on

not have e

ator ol

Pru

land
sian Poland
after a few

of

days

wal yut
and Pole

He

the same

Prussia fifty thou
and

300,000,000

men

women children. secured

marks ear to

carry out the poli of

Poland

olonl

1t

ang

Prussian as though were

uninhabited or inhabited by

He the

burdensome

made

Poles, and

supplanting them Germans

policy is still the policy of German

made h ruthless
Poland

found

Time has only

Germanicisation of Prus

more Bismarckian as it was

that Bismarck's comparatively mild

measures failed to attain,

sablsiag

torily, the desired object

The

Austria's complicity

onl palliation of Catholic

in the dismem

berment of Catholic Poland is that

at l the subject

she, least, has treate

Poles as a civilized people

George Brandes, the famous Dan

ish writer who made a sympathetic

vet critical study of Poland, her

people, ideals and literature, writes

* My stay in Galicia had this great
interest that the fi
time I saw the Poles as a free people.
part
and I know some of
n rather intimatel
Russian Poland 1
familiar,
But
opportunity

to me here for rst

1 know a of Prussian Poland,
the leading men
With
say, I am
different
had 1

Poli

TOVE

Posen
may
after

fairly fou

VIis1is. never belore an
observin
under self
foreign pressure, with
public meeting and of
ech., At least I
een enough to prove that the Poles
lack the ability to

life as an independent people

ol
developing

without any
the rights of

rnment

freedom of have

do not shape their

Of other nation - murderers

the

Brandes elsewhere says

“The two greatest military powers
of the world, \Germany and Russia,
are bad with
| other, neither which
gents political freedom, the

the nation and the individual to self
gn)\m‘ulm'l\l. have at present one task
with all the means at
their command they wage a war of
| extermination against a mationality
| of 16.000,00" people, which is tied
and bound, oppressed and gagged as
| no other nationality in Europe is,
but.which nevertheless is treated by
its rulers as if it overflowed or
crushed out the elements

which on terms each

but of repre

right o

in common j

which
|

govern it, and we see it

incessantly
described as a danger

or a threat,

"Poland in the
and Prussia,
signifies
Justice,
whether
or

presence of Russia
politically
independence,

that
forces

speaking,
freedom,
reason

18 Lo

shall

say
these
succumb,’

conquel

"That
life is

Poland’'s whole intellectual

ibsorbed in the question of the
of the Polish
i8 therefore not so poor a cause as
; for Poland, in the
development of relations, ha
synonymous with the right n
kind to civil and intellectual freedom

existence nationality
1t

66¢ historical

ms
s become
of ma
and w

h the right of nations

pendence

to inde

Poland i synonymou
with our
the
Its
of

would

hope, or our
advance of cultured
future coincides with the
civilization.
be
of
Europe

illusion, as to

our age in
future
Its final destruction
the

barbar

synonymous with

modern military
Yes, the freedom and independence
of Poland is

the

a sacred cause. Against

sacred cause of

freedom and

national rights Europe sinned in

participating
the

this

or acquiescing

Poland
the

n
For

decadence

poliation of

in wnd  for

which made
pe
in a life and death

it possible Euro

an civilization 1 now engaged

struggle

with that

military barbarism to whose lust it
pandered more than & century ago

It
that

certainly is not the

triumph of
barbarism
the
1l

ame military that

is
to save Poland
of ty:

& \
the sy

long
vietim
Poland

best

AR RRT oppression, or

mbol of all which the

human r: 1LY loved,

and for which they

hope

triumph ol

red over

1any, a triumph

will be seen from the pre

03 th Rus

akin to Px sian militar

e oppre Ve

Adelaide

expressed it

Spring's s not 1n the

meaning

Gracious though it be, her blue

ol
hours ;
But her

summer's

is hidden, in tender leaning

richer wealth of

in the order of

grace. A bird

Church’syear wi Ve

view of the
1] something of
l

1,V ¢

the

fulfilment

Init we

:h

1ts beauty L S

of seasons, e

and
the

one more

more perfect of

promises ol 1e one tha
il
and
God
measure
Christ.

['he

precedes it

we all meet in the unity of faith

of the knowledge of the Son ot

unto 't man, unto the

the

perie

fullness of

Advent s«

God the Father

vason is dedicated to

for th weeks

e lour

represent the four

that

promise

thousand yvears

elapsed from the time of the

in the garden until its ful

filment on Christm: night; during

which time the Father pr he

pared t
world by type and prophe by reward

the

notes

andchastisement for thecoming o

Redeemer. The two dominant

of this season are expectation and

preparation ; and each grows

n

intensity as the glad day of the

Incarnation draws nearer ['he
longing of the people for the coming
talized

Drop down

of their Emmanuel is crys in

those words of Isalas

dew ye heavens from above

the clouds rain the Just One: let the

and bud forth a

\s the glad da

earth be opened

Saviour wpproaches
expectancy becomes

the

more riie, as

shown in antiphons of the suc

ceeding Sundays Behold a Virgin
bear a
His

born

“Yet a
to

and shall
shall

"A Child 1is

ghall
and

Emmanuel.

conceive

they

Son
call nam
to us
and a Son

little

will come, and not delay,’

18 given to us

while and He that is Ccome
“"Rejoice
OhjJerusalem, with a great joy for thy
shall to I'o

morrow you shall behold His g'ory,’

Saviour come thee,

“Behold all things are accomplished

which were spoken by the Angel con

| cerning the Virgin Mary,” “And the | tenacity, have now

Word made flesh

amongst us.”

was and dwelt

| explained away ? And, do we

The same crescendo is noticeable
in the note of warning which ends in
"Behold 1

thy

exultation send my
who shall
“"Wash

take away the

before face

Angel
prepare thy way before thee
clean,

yourselves, be

evil of your devices from mine eyes

cease to do to do

the

fatherless,

perversely, learn

well geek judgment, relieve
for the

And

(l)}‘}l“"hl'\’.
defend the

and

judge
widow then come
Lord : if
hall be

be

accuse Imne the

your sins be as scarlet, the

made white as snow ; and if the

red as crimson, the shall be made

white as wool
Lord

"The
straight
all

God

Prepare ye the

vk

way
His

shall be

of the n traight

crooked ways
the
h

Ye

path
:\l.u‘

fl¢

made rough ways
and

of

plain all ee the

hall

the S

salvation drink
from

‘Behold 1

waters with jo wiour's

fountain bring you good

tidings of for this

greal
born to yo a
Lord

st of the Nativit

joy, day

Who

Saviour
t the

fea marks the

ginning of the second season, dur

time Christ dwelt

It has

among

its joyful, its

Irrow

3 glorious festiv s, Long

the Church
Bethlehem, listen
song and tchin

and the Ma

v behold

shepherds
And

i come and go

no a youth of twel
midst
I'his
His
nts

remind us that the

stands in the

the doctors in the temple
the t
hidden life

f
ol

limpse we hav

for the purple vestn

Septuagesima

hadow ary are falling

athwart and

thes

Darkel
ecome til
His Pa

he g

3lon and
rious

allelulias of the

nto the
d  from
euntl ( 11
1 continue
y elect have

then
Winter

been gati
will

but a gloric

ered in; and there be no

more Spring ot s

never-ending Summer—the fulness

of fruition

NOTES AND COMMENTS

HE advertising columns of the

irday or Sunday papers in Canada

United States,
se is made
to th

sive publicity

vice, sermon-titles, et

garded as in some sort

barometue 1 atmosph

Pro
the Toronto
example, yie

preachert n

his

announced

would you do if

another held
1 it i
and 1ts job
the devil do
ha
“Who

to

for the
cut ¥
hav

ant

(
1

undertoo

Serg

string

should be
turies bestan

to

term "n

“master

synonyt

ipren

lav t 1
day to n

ceeded.

su

vaunted hold ovel

minds of our Protestant friends, are

we not continually reminded by the

Higher Critics among them that the
Bible is to be expounded and adjudi
cated upon like any other book ; that
its manifest teachings, to which for
merly they clung with commendable
in effect been

not

know that were it not for the insur

mountable barrier of the Old Church

which they have been accustomed to
hold up to obloguy a enemy of
the Bible,”” the of

Scripture the estimation of

the
integriby Holy
in mans
kind would now be larg
the

Church

y & thing of
the Catholic

past ? jut, as
them
will
it from the
of their

the futt

gave the Bible in the

first pla 80 h

shield
assaults

1808 1In not

in the

Church egitimate

guardian

Iy, HOWEVE}Y

er's elforts were

ening his hearer

interpretation

be

ol
feared

I'he

1t 18 to
wrong
the R«

told,

end.
formation
was o Iree

1 ¢ 1
ecclesiastical con

in the hands of
might be their

to the pre
It
hidden trea

ke

ious
tains Was
ure

that

and overbe

be

wring thood

was to every man )88 ion
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i niversity of Oxford, a recog

on Scottish

history,

and by no means partial to the pre

Reformation Church, thought other

wise. ‘The whole story of the Scot

tish Reformation,” he says, “hatched
in purchase d treason and outrageous

intolerance, carried out in
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