PAUL BRUCHESI, by the Grace of
God, and favor of the Apostoiic
See, Archlishop of Montreal.

To the Clergy, secular and regular,
to the religious communities, and
to all the faithful of our diocese,
health, peace and benediction in
Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Dearly Beloved,—

It is our duty, from time to time,
to address you by way of paternal
exhortation, and, in the interest of
your souls, to transmit to you our
counsel and advice.

At various times, since the Lord
confided to us the administration of
this diocese, we have congratulated
you on your spirit of faith, your
fidelity in regard to the precepts of
the Gospel, and the unceasing evi-
dences of your charity.

Unhappily, an atmosphere of effe-
minacy and relaxation in fervor, the
httractions of the age’s frivolities,
a feverish desire for enjoyments,
threaten to replace, in far too many
families, ose salutary traditions
of solid pi
ance.

It is our intention, to-day, ‘to
forewarn you, in all frankness,
against tho dangers of a téndency
so radically opposed to the laws of
our holy religion.

We know, dearly beloved, that you
cannot avoid living in a world
whose temptations surrcund you on
all sides. You are even obliged to
exist and to act within that world
which Our Lord Jesus Christ has
qualified s¢ severely. Nor have we

any intention of fettering that fair
liberty which Giod, Himself, has left

to the enjoyment of all Chris
who are not held, in virtue of a spe-
cial vocation, to the observance of
all the evangelical counsels.

But, as the guardian of fuith and
of .morals, we desire to clearly point
out the jine of demarcation that ex-
ists between the legitimate use and
the seriously dangerous or culpable
abuse of the things of this world.

Does he not form a false idea of
the conditions of our existence here
below, who, on the one hand, avoids,
with a kind of instinctive horror,
the slightest privations, the small-
est sacrifices, every painful effort in
life, while, on the other, he con-
trives to allow no occasion of tast-
ing the pleasures of life to be lost,
and even grows exasperated and re-
bellious if unable to shine or to
enjoy life as intensely as others,
and who, in order to satisfy such
desires, wearies himself in the pur-
suit of earthly goods, in efforts that
absorb the principal faculties of
mind and heart? Is not such a life
more in conformity with the moral-
ity of paganism than with the max-
ims of the Gospel?

Yet, this is the sad spectacle that
a host of Christians, in all condi-
tions and all ranks of society, pre-
#ent.

What a difference between such
conduct and the doctrine of St.
Panl! ““Time is short,”” did he say,
“‘let those who weep live as if there
were no causes for sorrow; and those
who are joyful, as if there were no
weasons for joyousness; let those
who make use of the things of this
world, use them without fixing their
affection thereto, for the image of
chis world is merely passing.’”

In many families this instruction
of /the Apostle scems to be practi-
cally forgotten. Fatal is that obli-
viousness! 'since it has become the
source of ths most disquieting evils.

Too often the mother is no longer
the truly Christian woman, that
woman of strength referred to in
Holy Writ. She no longer lives
solely for her husband and her chil-
dren, She lives beyond her sphere
of life, owing to the influence of
profane tendencies and the attrac-
tions of worldly cares. Her heart,

ans

:fy and Christian temper- !
1

i deplore with them, are only too
real. And®the story of other na-
tions proves, that if such evils be

tian Spirit and the

Taking a distaste for the paternal
roof, following moreover the exam-
ple of others of théir day, we see
them abandoning ' the domestic
hearth, in pursuit of vain pas-
times, or other wonldly reunions.

Enticed into that life of oxagger-
ated liberty, of idleness and of dis-
sipation,
reading, by the

freedom of the
times of the parlors, by company-
keeping unwatched, or prolonged
walks so fiequent and so

clubs and gambling resorts,
! dangers nonetheless
arise from excursions, sumnier
sorts and dancing seasons; drawn on
all sides, so forcibly and by such
artificial means by the thousand and
“one external temptations which have
gone on multiplying without cessa~
tion and thalt now no longer dread
the open day, how many of our
young men, and even of our young
‘girls, contract pernicious habits,
rush from risk to risk, from danger
to danger, without ever pausing to
measure, in the twofold light of rea~

by the

+son and of faith, the abyss that
yawns at their feet?
Would to heaven, dearly belgved,

that this picture of modern moral-
ity were not in all points exact and
true! But we¢ have met with
many heart-rending avowals, for our
pastoral con:cience to permit of the
slightest chuange thereof.

Almosl every week, parents come
to us with sorrow and grief in
their hearts for having used

ings confided to their care; forghav-
ing, both for themselves and Those
belonging to them, sought to avoid
the privations that are inseparable
from a well-ordered life; for having
desired to satisfy themselves in lup-
ury, ostentation and pleasures; for
having, above all, neglected to set
those good examples, which are so
powerful wher. coming from the holy
altitude of Christian It

paternity.
is too late! The faults of the chil-
dren have become vices; and the

evil inclinations have become incor-
rigible habits., weaknesses of charac-
ter such as no human influence can
ever overcome.

With greater courage : and wiser
firmness, with habitually keeping
guard over all their words and their

acts, with zeal and patience, vigil-
ant and unceasing attention,. what
tears those parents would have

spared themgelves! and what bitter
disappointment would their children
have avoided

Such then is the situation! These
evils which Christiun familics de-
plore, and the'existence of which we

not uprooted they will end, by their
increase and spread, in bringing
about us the worst of all ruin, the
ruin of all moral and religious sen-
timents,—the dark fore-runner £
the most deplorable sc_ial catas-
trophes.

Take our word, dearly beloved, the

0

evil has already commenced. You
need not look for it beyond that
repugnance for all that curbs or

mortifies the senses; you neéed not
seek outside those habits, growing
daily more general, of easy, intem-
perate and dissipated lives, for an
explanation ' of the lamentable oc-
currences which, at brief intervals,
have spread consternation in our
cities, and even in the midst of our
peaceful country districts. Infalli-
bly, unbounded ambition, the incon-
siderate expenditure on luxury, an
inordinate love of ease and of en-
joyment are to be found at the bot-
tom of all those astounding finan-
cial disasters, unfortunate failures,
losses of reputation, domestic divi-
sions, acts of despair, murders and
suicides, over which in the bitter

divided between the duties of so
holy ‘and sc sublime a state and
the ever “absorbfng and often dan-
gerous exigencies of modern society,
can no longer bestow that super-
abundant quota of tenderness and
seM-denial, which is absolutely ne-
cessary to the maintenance of a lov-
ing union between the members of
the one family.

The father, on his side, is not al-
ways the respected and strong head
of the domestic circle. Anxious to
realize 'his dreams of honors and
wealth, unlucky as he would be were
.he to refuse his wife and his  chil-
dren the frivolities and amusements
gy which they so thirst, the energy
; Will and of mind alike spends it-
./ 8Self in feverish activity and in an
. Allregulated existence. He is no

er a wise moderator, a faithful

ted ‘master. He is fatally
‘to fallure in the noble
Providence had aseigned
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religion imparts can alone counter-:
act in an effective manner this de-
parture from the Christidn Spirit
and the deplorable results of its de-
cline.

We beg of you to reflect, during
this holy season of Advent, ‘upon
these serious truths. It is a time
well suited for recollection and good
resolutions. Ardently pray for the
graces that you need to enable you
to repair your thoughtlessness,
your negligences, and your faults.
Take an unshakeable resolution.
Promite God to give evidence of
your determination by henceforth
meeting the allurements of the world
with invincible resistance. ILet pa~
rents above all pledge themselves to
protect their children against the
seductions of the world, instead ‘of
encouraging them in the enjoyment
of danierous pleasures,‘as is some-
times the case through the parents’
own frioolity, or weakness X

.

Theatres and worldly ' reunio:
are, perhaps, at the present tin
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There are still many homes wherei
the healthy traditions of Christia
behaviour are preserved, J

But such homes are becoming tao

innocent
modestly attractive toilets, friend-

are practiced svc
prudence and such familiarities
would cause a blush to arise were
done under the eye |
too | of a father, or a brother, or a sig-

and without any effective control.

What are we to think
Does not conscience
as a duty to denounce

indignation is capable? Should not
who are desirous of
tecting the honor of their daughtors
and of their sons, banish from
parties that they give all such de-

themselves, for the burpose of purg-
ing at least their parlors of all that
might be & direct cause of evily an
asion of serious wrong

Let us hearken to th
who, to a perfect knowlerge
of the human heart united all
glow of sanclity.

the most beluved, and at the same
time, the swcetest, the most indul-
gent, the most kindly one,

““The custom of balls and dancing,
as it is at present
predisposes to evil, under all

grave dangers for the soul.
are obliged, Ly a necessity thot you
cannot avoid, to attend bal'e,
careful that the dancing thereat be
in every respect in accord with good

on your guard lest you shou'd furm
a taste for the same. These ridicul-
ous recreations always are danger-

wi'l power, vhey diminish devotional

develop in ths soul a thousawd Lifis
of bad habits: and, even 1n tke cuse
of mecessity, they should
followed with extreme precautiong. ™
: world, whose words
we have befors us, appears, on ac-
personal

“I always cunsidered balls &9 tan-
he' says, ‘“‘and what 3khas
led me to that conclusion is not on
ly young pcople take part in those
assemblies, who have already ; ditfi-

and for whoin that 'difficulty is ne-
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Christian should not go to balls,'
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outrage good taste as well as mod-
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hungry for rienced ti ¢
and of ears prompt to catch gug;
tive expressions. o

By the\ Sacred Heart of Jesus,
who pronounced such a terrible ana~
thema on whomsoever “‘scandalizes
the least of these little ones; '’ in
the name of your most sacred inter~
ests, even here below; in the name
of the honor and future of your
families, we advise you, Christian
parents, far from bécoming the ac-
complices of those deadly tastes in
your children, and of taking - them
yourselves to the theatres, to pro-
{ tect them against all such danger-
| ous resorts; bo you their law-mak-
| ers in absolutely forbidding ‘them to
go there.

But after the cry of indignation
and of alarm raised in the press by
the unmenticnable abominations,
which actors in certain theatres
made profession of exhibiting in pre-
sence of childbood and of youth —
Christian corstience should speak
out and make itself heard by people
of all ages in life.

In her justifiable rigor, conscience
not only stigmatizes those shame-
less abuses, but condemns every-
thing on the stage that is a menace
to pure morals; she denounces that
infatuation for the spectcular that
at present ‘takes possession of every
class in society. We may say that
the theatre is our city's great dan-
ger of the hour. To not find this
condemnation too severe. Decidedly
| it does not correspond with the
ideas current in worldly circles.
How could it? Testimony of con-
science is but an echo of God; and
between God and the world there is
naught in common.

No; this repudiation is not exag-
gerated. 1t 1is in accordance with
all Catholic {radition. It is basad
on the formal teachings of the coun-
cils and of the fathers of the
Church, on the unanimous doctrine
of theologians and preachers mcst
fllustrious for their virtue ard their
genius. Experience also has . sanc-
tioned it. In fact, while in theory
it may be allowed to consider tho-
atrical’ réprerentations as rn.qttors
indifferent in their nature, in 1w
ity, even the best theatrss are ficlds
prepared for the easy sproutiaz of
all the seductions of luxury, of false-
hood, of ‘pride and of sens-alit -,

Despite our exhortations, sciue
leading citizens had adopted e
contrary view. They had hoped to
be able to establish an almost irre-
proachable theatre, wherein the no-
ble passions and the sublime ' Ue-
votedness of the heroes and heroines
of history anc of fiction might be
offered as examples for the specta~
tors; wherein the short~comings of
humanity would be ridiculed ard
the vices of the human race logyerd
for the benefit of the moral .fect:
whercin people would meet to enjoy,
at the same time a dangerless 1ccre-
ation and to learn lessons in heha-
viour, in literary style, and i Lhe
beauties of lunguage. These entor-
tainments were moreover intended
to withdraw the young people {rom
a number of occasions of sin and of
ruin.

Facts soon dispelled these ilu-
sions. The same citizens have,
thenselves, brought us their sincere
avowal and the sadly undeniable evi-
dence of the same.

That attempt at purifying the
Stage ended in a complete failure.

So will it ever be. For theatrical
managers always end, for the pur-
pose 'of increasing their receipts,
Wwith one special aim—to draw the
public, by flattering the passions,
by exciting an unhealthy curiosity,
by going o bid higher over rival es-
tablishments  ju  all that is most,
daringly attractive.

In our days, more than ever, the
majority of dramatic writers seek
only the profits and the Popularity
of their plays.

As masters of the trade they know
full well that persons accustomed to
Irequent theatres soon become tired
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of ‘the beautiful, the grand, the
haste. And they seek success in
of modern soclét:y triviality and in scandal, Their
are always | de b unclean dissertations
or exhibitions of ill-disguised im-

wrong,”’ said Mgr,
that
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vain coverings that hide no-
thing.””
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tion of the mind to the body, the
*loss of purity, the tyranny of the
passions, the weakening of charac-
ter, the distaste of duty, of piety
and of virtue. Y
‘We are awarc that your attend-
ance at ball¥ and theatres was not
prompted by such motives. You
merely wanted to be in the fashion,
to satisty your curiosity, or your
vanity; you wanted to enjoy life, to
sée and hear e , perhaps
even to make yourselves dizy with
pleasure. {

But it is written that ‘‘whoe
loves the danger shall perish there~
in.”” We have.a request to make of
Catholic journalists; to discontinue
encouraging theatres, no matter of
what class, by means of advertise-
ments, of pressing invitations to the
public, and such reports as their is-
sues publish almost daily.

We appeal to their Christian sen-'
timents. They know the harm ‘that
articles of the nature to which we
refer can. do our population and es-
pecially our young people; several
amongst then ' acknowledged the
same to us and gave expression ‘to
their sincere regret.

The only objfttion that can be
raised is to the eflect that these ad-
vertisements pay well and are g
source of revenue for the papers.
Alas! We know it well] But, frank-
ly speaking, is it permissable to aid
in the weakening of morals on the
pretext that it brings in a profit,
no matter how great it may be?
The owners and managers of news-
papers assume " a very serious re-
sponsibility; and it is not by draw-
ing a line, in the same organ, be-
tween the business and the editorial
departments, that they can expect
to escape from it.

Moreover a few have already un-
derstood the matter. They decided
to cease the publication of all the-
atrical advertisements. They even,
for that purpcse, asked for an ob-
tained the cancelling of the con-
tracts, that legally obliged them to
publish for a given time such: ad-
vertisements. We congratulate them,
and we trust that they may find
many imitators.

In any case, what we have a right
to do, in common with every Chris-
tian family, is to exact from the
public papers, that, at least, they
refrain from encouraging and prais-
ing those troupes of actors and ac-
tresses that are¢ unworthy of any
recommendations; that they learn
to distinguish between the different
theatres and places- of amusement,
betWween presentable plays and those
that, on account of the dangers
they occasion, merit nothing but
the contempt of all honest men.
For you, dearly beloved, do not
any longer submit to the customs
of worldly vanity; rather return to
the strong and chaste traditions of
your forefathers and of the ages of
Faith.

Give to the poor of Jesus Christ

ation the Cross of your Lord, ever
mindful that ‘‘the disciple is not
greater than the Master,”” and that
to reach heaven there is' but one
road, the royal road of penance.
In return you will receive the for-
giveness of your faults. Divine
blessings will come down upon you
and upon your families.

You will understand that it is easy
to find at home, or with your
friends, all the legitimate distrac-
tions and recreation, pleasures that
are useful and soothing to tho heart,

*You can feel the comforting aesur-
ance of having met, with the resist-
ance of good example and of a hoiy.
life, the disorders so numerous and
80 great that, from all sides, . in-
vade the sanctuary of the home,
This is the hope that we form, on
the eve 6t the holy festival of Christ-
mas, and which we beg of our Divine
Lord to bless and to realize. :

Our present pastoral lctter shall
be read at the parochial Mass in all |
the churches wheréin public sorvice
is held, and at the chapter of all the
religious communities, the first Sun-
day after its reception, =
Given at Montreal, under our sign
and seal and the

the Catholics was
olic emancipation
for in va
Irish Catholice was
unequalled in any
at the time. It was
historv that migh
neither side had
matter. Mr. Hancock, solicitor
fast, wlio also spoke, said
ottempt to arrive at the

‘the ‘rebellion religion migh
be left out of account. T
to be learned from the story
was that the government of o co
try ought to do its duty by

pepple of that country or it wo
be so much the worse for the gov-
ernment. None of the large
ance present dissented from

opinions ‘expressed by Messrs.

kins and Hancock.—Irish News,

was erected,

pers

hierarchy

ney,
wages to employees, and they
pe”t and should have, in
justice, a return often by no means
aded uate to their outlay.
who will not pay for a paper he sub-
scribed for, reads the contents
which he enjoyed, is
another man’s goods.
b

A VIOTIM OF SOOTOH LOGIO

dis’t."

not going to

the

ut to them after. the
‘of Limerick had not

in; in short,

century.

neglected, Catp.
had been

one of serfdop,
civilized country

t well be closeq -
much credit j

For wrongly...
Bay Wrong-
Promises helgq
capitulation

b ser to the gura\nmen‘t of b ! been fulfilleg <o

16 sensca. g - Protestants were but one-fourty . Witness
. That degradation, that Bovern- | of the population of numi,“;f,‘: Tr.;:bmy- of 1
ment of the senses, of which ‘the every - member of the Government the 1 ivie, OV
‘great orator speaks, is the subjec- | was a Protestant, the educat; i jance’” SLYI%

gubjects. It 181
cummarize all 1.
even repeat the
uave been made
wsobservations;

gider it MYy sphe

asked
the position of

a chapter of

n the ed account of
or, Bel. ents that hav
in the N w

cause that is DO
of t 1
t  fairly still 1 cann®

lesson in the general 8

of '98

gruLulntions anc
pelongs to this
therefore, begin |
all a truly Hap
o .mere forr

un-
the
uld

attend- is n

——— e

ALASKA SEAL

R

These we make so

furrier in America can make bett
Genuine Alaska Seal,
of London, England, goes in
garment, and each is line
highest grade silk or sat
factured. Any lady anticipating the
purchase of a Seal Skin Coat
find upon investigation that she can
do better here than anywhere

in America. Chas. Desjardins & (
the largest retail furriers
world. Come and see our Grand Ds.
play
1902 at our storcs, 1333 to

St. Catherine street, Montreal.

of Novelties

AN IMPRESSIVE OEREMOXY,

On Sunday, December
month devoted to the faithful
parted closed with a most impress-
ive function, in Rome. The members
of the federated sociéties
parochial committees met at 2 p.m.
in the Basilica of San Lorenzo fuori
le mura. After reciting the Rosary
for the Dead all walked in
sion to the Campo Santo.
uence Cardinal Cavagnis, accompan-
ied by several prelates, and escorted
by the officers of the societics, car-
ried the Blessed Sacrament.
central part of the cemetery
where benedic
given. On returning to the church,
the #‘Te Deum’ was sung, followed
by a beautiful ‘“Tantum Ergo.” An-
other Benediction of the Blessed Sa-
crament closed this solemn
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A Highland hotel-keeper was

wus a gross imposition— he
live cheaper in the best hotel
London. The Highland landlord re-
plied : “Oh, nae doot, sir, nae doot;
but
*Not a bit of it,” replied
stranger hastily. ‘‘Weel, then,’’
plied the host,’ “‘as ye scem to be a
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