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ience though interesting encugh for a party of thirty or forty— 
which is now the talk uf thu town. The young men per!o:m 
mon-in private than in public tor their eahinet can h» taken 
to pieces ami built up in unv moiii in half-an-houi. Hundreds, 
perhaps thousands. nl‘ people believe that the ellects pro lucvil 
are produced by •mm1 sniritunl inllnenee. ami the Brothers ami 
their managers favour this supposition. by stating that they are 
ignorant of tin* power that lies ami unties them. Hall tin* pro
fessional conjurors in London have been .stimulated by the oilers 
of rewards or the desire for notoriety. to endeavour to expose the 
trick, but no satisfactory exposure, basas yet taken place. Pio- 
fessur Anderson, a second-rate eotijurer. lately issued invitations 
to witness an exposure of the preternatural pretensions of the 
Davenports, and at least seven hundred persons attended, one 
half of whom were persons eminent in literature, science, and 
art. Somethin!/ like the rope trick performed by the Davenports 
was done very badly by Mr Xmlerson's a<-i<lants but no attempt 
was made to explain it. All that this noble amliruvc learnt was 
that a man can net out of a rope w ithout aid from spirits : ami 
they appeared to be highly gratified at the discovery. Fhisean 
hardlv be regarded as a credit to the nineteenth century and its 
intelligence.

«fhipliitty -'IntcUiiKncf.

PORT OF HALIFAX.
Amuv cm

Sntiirdny Dec. 24.
8. S. Canada Boston, Mails etc—to S. Cmianl A Vo; Packet 

Banjul' llulitux, < t'B.kii,, lii-sam it days, genl. cargo—to Lawson 
Harrington A, ( o.

Monday, Dec 2(5.
Steam r El Alraandvrez. --------. Montreal, bound to llawina;

Brigts. II. flillwri,--------. New Vork,—to J. It. It. Seetoti ; Mar.
garet,------- .Jamaica—to N. L. & J. T. West; Nehru, Flying ("loud,
Smith, Uloucestcr, Mass ; (Vlitre Pv nt, Goodwin, tiloucvster, Mass.

Tuesday, Dec. 27.
Selirs. Mailcriu, Nugent. New York, flour—to Young A Hart; 

Julia, Fenton, Ito-ton, cargo—to Law.-on ilnriiiivn n f Vo;
Hope, Viirrole, New York, flour—to Jas. t m lirune & Son ; Brigt. 
Ellen, Hilton, Jlavnnna,—to Uxlvy A Vo.

Wednesdav Dec. 29.
Brigt. Golden Hide, Puttersmi. I'orto Rico,—to W. P. West ; John 

Nelson, ———, New York,—to J. x It. H. Svvtoii.
Thtirsdav, Dee. 29. I

Si hr. John Milson, Nelson, New York, flour—to J. & It. B. Seetoti ; j 
Et amer, Fraueoiila, Snow, Boston,—to J. F. Phelan.

Friday, Dec. .in, |
Sehr. Sarah, Pirtou—to Master; Susan, Lang, Uosion $ Daring, ! 

O’Brien, ir an n cruise east ward; Annie, Grieve, Sydney; Brigt. 
Mary J. William*, returned from - a.

PORT OF HALIFAX.
Car. a am

Saturday, Dee. 24. ]
Steamers Canada, Ilocklev, Livcrjinol, mails etc—I y S. Vimnrtl l 

& Vo; Delta, Gulliford, St. John Nilil. —l.v S. Vimanl * Vo; Brigts. 1 
(’hieftniu (next 120 tor : Coiui.il II. W Indies, tisli etc—by Suiter 1 
«V Twining; Mary G. William , Hunt, Stave- and Shook-—by G. 
Kixcnhaen ; Queen of tin- Norili, Vniiijibcil, Portland, lisli etc—bv ' 
W. lime and othi rs ; Emily Jane. Gammon. Jamaica, lUi etc—by N.
L. & J. T. West ; Ocean Star, n. xv 2: 0 tons; Jenkins, Bermuda, 20 
head cattle, ItO sheep, .'iOO lie.ul poultry etc—l.v !.. V. Haney and 
others: Kate, Johnson, Kingston du. li.-hetc—by (1. Brunner : >1 hr. 
Snow Squall. < lia—on, Morgan v ( H. gild, eargo—by W. G. Taylor j 
and others; Barque I’encluj-r, ('.‘ay, Liverpool G. B.

Tuesday, Dec. 27. I
Mirs. Caroline, Brown, l'nrior Pomd e, genl. eurge—l<y Master ; j 

Censetvative, Mi Isaac, Myig.oee * . H — by S I lluiss X ( u; 
Squnndo. Sullixnr, Guv-Ion u.li, pud. e.iig< —by B. Wier A Vo, and 
others ; Wild W; v •, llumun, Liverpool, g- id. cargo—by Jen in it 1

Wednesday Dee. 28. j
Selirs. Win. Stairs, limit, Jamaica.—by W. Pryor Sons; 

Agenorin, Dickson, Lingiin.—by W. M. Harrington & ; Lupert, j
Swain, Shelburne—by Mu.-tvr ; Telegraph, Sliaxx, New York—by J. I 
A. More» mid other .

Tlmr.-day, Dec. 29. I
Bri rt. Gentle Annie, Pin«, Port Medway, lialhist— by II. Wier & 

Co; behr. Franklin, Myers, Tangier, geld, cargo—by W. Barron.

ïorat amt otlirv sterns.
The Recorder, taxes in with mentioning: Mr. Vniaeko as a 

gentleman able to •• «ire hi « country"" at a time of perplexity. 
We must bear the penalty of our carles.-tics#, albeit the exprès- 
sion should have been piloted " serve liis- country," which Mr. 
L’niacke is fully competent of doing. We should much like to 
see men of his stamp hiking a more active pail in politics than 
has of lute years been the case : the lour of the House of Assem
bly would not be lower»!

I The Colonial Standard publishes the following very original 
views regarding a general election in connection with Fcdcra- 
lion : •• the question of confederation would be altogether lost 

, sight of amid the multiplied v of .subjects v- G *• 1 wou 
in the event of a general élection, * * the votes given by the 

I people at*the polls would not, in any sense, represent their 
j views on this '/veal subject. * * A general election would bring 

up u host of other questions which would completely u ershadow 
that of Confederation."' Upon reading these passages, we are 
forcibly reminded of the nuiu who. while being escorted to the 
gallows upon a rainy morning, begged lor an umbrella lest he 
should possibly take cold. But the billowing passage may 
explain the secret of the Slumlords' anxiety : •• There is nothing 
more certain than that a general election, in w hich the whole 
policy of the government was put in issue would be the very 
worst test that could be adopted to obtain an indication of the 
views of the people on the Von federal ion scheme.'" Quite 
true. But the whole policy of the Government (Annapolis 
Railway, and Education Act, of course included) will he laid bate 
•non enough; meanwhile, let the Representatives of the people 
^0 to their constituents on the one issue ol Confederation. This 
question once explained to the people nt the polls, (by those 
lor and against the scheme) would, we venture to think “over
shadow" all other questions ever discussed in this Province. 
While an attempt is being made to force a camel down our 
throats, we are not likely to make wry faces at the approach of

Speaking of Mr. Well» s. the Secretary of the Navy's report, 
the New York Herald makes the following remarks: \mong 
the achievements of our navy i- the alleged enforcement of the 
blockade of three thou.-and miles of sen coast. The Secretary 
glances in this connection at the commercial morality ol English 
merchants, and very justly classes their present ellorts in the 
blockade business with their ellorts in the Chinese opium trade. 
He glances also at the ports of Halifax. Bermuda and Nassau, 
as - purls that will always be in sympathy with the enemies of 
this country." ami in that phrase gives the real reason why they 
ought to be ours.

Tur Pi hi. n Holiday.—Monday the 26 th inst, was observed 
as a general holiday, and the weather proving unpropitious. was 
duller than such days usually are in Halifax. V lew drunk
ards disturbed the gloomy tranquility of the main street*. We 
have no «louht. however, that our fellow citizens enjoyed 
themselves in their own way at home, and we must hope lor 
finer weather on New Year's day.

We are informed Ihal his Excellency the Lieut. Governor is 
taking steps in the matter of representing this Province in the 
Dublin exhibition next year. We hope Nova Scotia will even 
surpass on tiiis occasion lier ellorts in 1862.

The entertainments given in Temperance Hall by the Ama
teurs of the 17th Regiment during the past week were most suc
cessful. The performance indeed was the best of its kind that 
we have ever seen in Halifax. The dramatised Christmas Carol 
w as remarkably clever, ami the manner in w hich Sergt. Smith 
performed Scrooge’s part, deserved the applause which it re
ceived. The music from Macbeth is already well known to our 
citizen», as also the excellent manner in which it is rendered by 
the band of the 17th. It was really refreshing to see a couple of 
Clown* and Pantaloon on the stage. They played their merry 
quips ami trick- with great agility, and the limi-e wa* convulsed 
with laughter. We must also congratulate the 17lh Regiment 
on the possession of n poet and composer. The 1 Mayflower,*’ 
words by Sergeant Inshnetor J. E. Smith, and Music by Drum- 
Major Gurney, reflects the greatest possible credit upon both 
writer and composer. The music is excessively pretty, and the 
uorels are amongst the best that we have seen, addressed to the 
Natural beauties ot Nova Scotia. We quote the two verses 
which please us most :—

Neath the lee of rubbly rocks 
Snowy fragments linger,

Sheddwp lean that Pint bus mocks 
ll'ith his fiery finper :

Tears that act a- cheering show'rs.
Reams that cherish sweet May flow *rs.
Till each little lilac bell »
Bleaks in beauty o'er the dell.

When the runlet’* muddy line 
Grains the snow like marble,—

When amid the spruce and pine 
Merry Robins warble,— 

if hen the snow's death-tear is shed,
'Wien the Mayflow'r rears her head,
Tiny bell* her triumph ring,—
*• Winter's past, Huzza for spring.’’ ,

The Bishop* and his family were upset from a sleigh in 
Pleasant Street on Monday afternoon. Fortunately none of the 
patty were injured.


