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White Scours In Calves
Dr. H. G. Reed, V.S., Talton Co., Out.

White scours is one of the most serious aslments
of calves. It does not yield readily to treatment,
and, indeed, if a calf has had a severe attack and
lias become much, emaciated it is doubtful if
treatment is desirable, As a rule the patient
might be ‘er be destroyed, for even though its
life should be saved, it has received such a back-
set s to render it improbable that it will ever be-
come a well grown, vigorous animal,

The first symptoms noticed are usually a dirty
condition of the tail and hind quarters. Diar-
thoea increases rapidly. The discharge 1s very
fluid and sometimes mixed with mucus; it has a
sour or foetid odor and is generally of a yellow-
ish tint, often turning to a grayish or white color
as the disease advances. The patient losos
strength rapidly, remains in a lying position most
of the time, eyes become sunken, saliva flows from
the mouth and the hair becomes dry and harsh,
These are symptoms of the most advanced stage
of the disease, but a modified form will be found
in any animal suffering from an attack.

THE CAUSE,

The caure of the disease may generally be looked
for in the food. Sometimes it is produced by the
feeding of over stimulating food such as milk
that is too rich in the way of fatty matter. There
is no doubt, however, that it is oftener produced
by food of the opposite kind, which is deficient in
the elements of nutrition, and oftener still by
using food that is in bad condition, such as sour,
dirty or germ laden miik. Filthy, unsanitary
stables always predispose to an attack, and calves
that are fed only twice a day and are allowed to
engorge the stomach with food enough to make
two ordinary meals sve thereby rendered quite
lisble to an attack.

Young calves should be fed at least twice a day,
care being taken not to allow the animal to drink
enough to overtax the digestive system and thus
superinduce diarrhoca. The use of dirty pails or
troughs oft.a produces the disease; calves should
bo fed clean, warm, sweet milk out of a clean,
sweet pail and get three meals a day. They should
be kept in clean, comfortable pens. The man
who follows out these simple rules is not at all
likely to have any trouble with this most serious
disonse,

TREATMENT.

As already intimated prevention is far more
important than curative treatment in regard to
this form of diarrhoea in young animals. When
only isolated cases ocour in a herd of calves they
are usually of a mild and tractable form and due
possibly to cold, or unsuitability of the dam’s
milk, or sometimes to a somewhat weakly diges-
tive system of the young creature. In such cases
itis often useful to reduce the amount of milk
and supplement with a couple of raw eggs with
o teaspoonful of baking soda. If the diarrhoea
docs not yield to this treatment the milk supply
mizht be out out altogether. TInstead of it sub-
stitute well boiled gruel made of wheaten flour;
Or cags and beef tea may be administered with
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However, in the early stage of diarrhoea noth-
ing seems to act as well as the administration of
about ome fourth of lime water to éach meal of
milk. Any person can make lime-water suitablo
for veterinary practise by simply throwing into
a clean bucket of water a couple of hands full
of fresh lime, stirring up the mixture till the lime
is dissolved and laying the pail aside till the lime
sottles to the bottom; then pour off the clean
liguid and you have the lime water fit for use,

If those simple preventive measures fail to ov-
ercome the conditions there seems to be very lit-
tle use resorting to the more powerful and
tic drugs, which seem too strong for the
and enfeebled system and often do more
than good.

dras-
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Watering and Feeding Horses
J. A, Mucdonald, Kings Co., P.E.1.

There is no disproving the statement that it is
best to furnish a horse with an unlimited supply
of water, which he can take at will. An animal
under these conditions will not take too much.
But we must take into consideration that few
stables are so fitted as to allow this being car-
ried out, and that horses are out on long jour-
neys or employed at work, and come to the stable
thirsty, hungry and tired. Seventy-five per cent.
of the animal body is composed of water, and it
is essential to bodily health that this proportion
of fluid and solid constituents be maintained.
The secretions and fluid excretions are constant-
Iy tending to reduce the fluid parts below normal,
and at no time is this more apparent than after
long and active work; the loss resulting from
increased perspiration and respiration,

DON'T WAIT UNTIL COOLED pow,

At such times many wenld withhold water till
the animal cools down. Contrary to the usual
practice, I have always made it o practice to
permit the horse to take what water he requires
at this time. When the animal is warm in all its
parts, with an active circulation, it is best able
to resist the chilling effects of a draught of cool
water. The stomach being empty, the fluid pas-
ses into the bowels and is rapidly absorbed, thus
supplying the necessary fluid to the blood, with-
out which the various secretions requisite to diges-
tion could not be maintained. “The most dan-
gerous time to give a horse a full draught of
water," says Dr, Dunlop, M.R.C.V.S, Great
Britain, “is after he has cooled down from fatig-
uing work and has partaken of a meal. The
comparatively small stomach of the animal is re-
plete with energy, the circulation - weak, the
whole system languid, and not in a state caleulat-
ed to resist the chill. The water mechanically
washes the undigested food from the stomach to
the bowels, where it undergoes decomposition,
evolving irritating and poisonous gasves, finally
causing flatulent and spasmodic colic or fatal
enteritis,”

WATER BEFORE FEEDING.
It has been the practice of the writer for sov-

eral years to allow the horse a full draught of wa.




