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certain conditions, farmers should devote a 
p irt of their land to the culture of fruit and 
riowers. I am pleased to say that 1 took your 
advice, especially with regard to flowers, and 
that for the past three years, although I have 
largely increased my growth, I have received 
many more orders than I have been able to 
supply. You will, I am sure, lx* pleased to 
hear that 1 send cut flowers to dwellers in our 
large towns at a cost to them of something 
like fifty per cent, under what they formerly 
had to give ; also that 1 am able to pay my 
workpeople twenty jxr cent, higher wages 
than they used to receive when the land was 
worked for purely agricultural purposes. In 
addition to this, I put by a very substantial 
profit for myself.”

The sitle of the question that interests us at 
this moment is not the farmer's, however, but 
how and where we ourselves can manage to 
see and hear enough on the subject from 
people who have tried the experiment, to 
convince us that here, indeed, lies the land 
of promise for any one fond of out-of-door 
pursuits, and gifted with industry, persever
ance, and a small amount 
of money. About eight 
years ago a Ixmdon 
tradesman, Mr. R. K.
Goodrich, thought he 
would like to go back to 
tlv* country, make a horn- 
there, and live a mon 
natural and probably a 
happier life. Being active 
and industrious, he also 
thought he would try to 
do a little profitable mar
ket-gardening and fruit
growing ; so he got hold 
of a bit of land at Meth- 
wold, two and a half miles 
fr »m Stoke Ferry Station 
on the Great Eastern 
Railway, and built a 
house and set to work ; 
and then so prospered, 
that he told his story to 
several interested listener-, 
ami soon found many who 
wished to do as he had 
done ; and so arose the 
Methwold Fruit Farm 
Colony, a co-operative 
co nmunity, numbering at 
present about fifty settlers 
who own in all alxiut one hundred ami sixty 
acres in plots of from one to ten acres each. 
Field was added to field, beginning with two 
acres, then ten acres, then successively ten, 
thirteen and a half, two, nineteen, forty-two, 
thirty, and twenty-eight. None of the settlers 
would have embarked on the work of fruit 
farming or any other form of petite culture in 
an isolated situation, and it is probable they 
would have failed in it if they had ; while 
failure in a colony, Mr. Goodrich thinks, is 
imjrossible. Some people, of course, may 
discover their unfitness for the new life, and 
may leave it ; but not if they lx* educated 
and personally fitted for it.

All sorts and conditions of men and women 
arc found amongst the settlers ; all of them 
h iving left the city in search of a healthier 
an I better life. Evenonc is perfectly free, 
and yet it is practically a co-operative com
munity. Each settler buys what land he likes 
and does what he likes with it ; and at the 
base of the whole thing lies, I think, the 
Fa.glish love for a freehold, and freedom with 
it. The land costs an acre, and I was told
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that there is a scheme in consideration whereby 
a person can buy even a foot of land at a time 
just as he is able to earn the money, a kind of 
penny in the slot scheme applied to land !

The colony, as at present working-out, is 
on the lines of freeholdmg by small capitalists ; 
which means, people who have either saved 
or owned sums from ^250 to /"500. For 
the first-named sum you can purchase two 
acres of ground, plant and stock it, ami build 
a good and pretty house, which means a rent 
of about L10 or so. What has Ixen done at 
Methwold could be done in a hundred other 
places; and here is an opening for our boys 
as well as our girls.

With i,2<x),ooo,ooo eggs lx*ing laid all over 
F.uro|x\ as Mr. Gladstone says, it would lx* a 
very good thing if six hundred millions of 
them could lx* laid in England. The same 
history of foreign importation is told of butter, 
of apples, and of everything eatable that we 
consume. This latter is a crop so extremely 
well suited to all parts of this country, and it 
w as so celebrated for the lx*st kinds of apples, 
that it seems as if we ought to do more for

Cottage of limestone and bricks, with a well of good water, two hundred fruit 
tree : planted on two acres, worth about /"250, which can be paid in instalments.

market. Tb re arc alxiut a hundred agri
cultural labourers in the parish of Methwold ; 
and the colony not only works itself, but 
employs much lalxiur ; indeed, it is said that 
if i he whole parish were worked in the same 
mode of intense cultivation, a thousand 
lalmurers would lie wanted ; and what pros- 
|>eritv this would mean for all England it is 
not difficult to foresee.

And now I feel sure that the question is 
coming, Can a living lie made ujxin small 
estates ? and this is exactly the question Mr. 
Goodrich thinks is answered at the Fruit 
Farm Colony. When brains are united with 
the virtues of the soil, and clever and en
lightened men and women with scientific 
knowledge set to work, they have, and will 
produce marvellous results from small areas. 
Be ide covering their own tables with food, 
they have in addition grown as much as 
jiossible for sale. New ideas arc constantly 
fx-ing taken up, and lately osier beds have 
been planted, and workshop for many village 
industries are being erected, such as the making 
of jams, grinding and storing peat, for pre

serving apples, potatoes, 
onions, etc., and the 
colony is even attempting 
to make its own homespun 
cloth, and, in addition, 
will undertake tailoring.

An Institute and Read
ing-room is proposed ; the 
institute being for techni
cal instruction and lectures 
on all subjects connected 
with the objects of the 
colony, to which the 
library and reading-room 
will be attached. The 
lecturer of the Norfolk 
County Council gave lec
tures on Horticulture last 
winter, and this summer 
has lieen appointed to give 
object lessons to the resi
dents in the colony ; nor 
must I forget to mention, 
that the National Thrift 
Society have arranged to 
open, if they have not 
already done so, a Thrift 
Industrial Home for the

ourselves. But alas ! the English farmer who 
owns an orchard is quite the exception ; ami 
if there lie one, the apples grow just as they 
will ; little science is expended on the trees 
to ensure a good crop, and few farmers under
stand even the A B (' of fruit-growing.

And now I must tell you what the Meth
wold colonists do to make a living. They 
grow vr .jetables, fruit and flowers ; they 
keep cows, pigs, poultry and bees. They 
make butter and jam, sell eggs, and supply 
beehives, poultry-houses and rustic furniture, 
and send to all parts nice little parcels of 
honey, jams, apples and vegetables priced 
from 5s. to 1 os. carriage paid. Here the 
co-operative system comes in, for in making 
up tnese parcels, many settlers contribute, for 
one has an article which another has not ; and 
here is the advantage of collective small 
proprietorships. There is now quite a large 
trade done between Methwold and London, 
and hundreds of packages are sent up weekly. 
In fact the colony is unable to supply its many 
customers, and it is hunting the surrounding 
country for produce that could not find a

a»-

•ys.
school, which has a staff 
of practical instructors, all 

branches of work will be taught, so that 
two or three years will suffice to teach all 
that is requisite for the management of a 
small combination farm, with a fair prospect 
for the future. The entire cost for one year’s 
training is to be ,£25, including board and 
lodging. After this it is expected that a lioy 
will lx* able to earn his own living in the

Girls have a provision also made for their 
education in Horticulture, besides the lectures 
at Methwold and other places ; in the college 
at SwarV'y in Kent ; bee-keeping, poultry
farming, dairy-work, etc., can be learnt ; 
terms inclusive about ^70 per annum. There 
is also a course at the Crystal Palace School 
of Science

Methwold has already started its small 
newspaper, called The Methwold Express and 
Village Industries Gazette ; and here one 
may read the opinions and ideas of the 
colonists. I find that there are lady farmers 
as well as gentlemen, and that many more 
arc expected to take up their residence on 
their estates of two acres.


