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they took all the rest for granted ; but they did 
not know themselves. Therefore God led them 
forty years in the wilderness, to humble and to 
prove them, and to know what was in their heart 
(Deut. viii). In the next chapter we see it was 
also to shew what the goodness of God to them 
in all this discipline was.

The people are now at the edge of the land near 
Jericho. Is the promise as available now that they 
were at Jordan as at the Red Sea ? This was the 
question as regarded the people as a whole, not in­
dividually ; and it is all a type of spiritual things to 
us ( i Gor» X» 11)« haith takes us thoroughly beyond 
circumstances, It does not close the eye, running 
blindfolded to heaven ; but, taking God’s judgment 
about sin, it knows God’s grace also about sal­
vation, and can see that the trials in the way are
tor the purpose of humbling us, proving us, and 
doing us good in our latter end. Faith never
slights God’s judgment about our sin, but trusts 
in God’s grace in spite of it. God will never accuse, 
though He will chasten His people ; nor will He 
let Satan do it

Moab really had no need to be afraid, for Israel 
had strict injunctions not to touch them. Israel 
would even buy their water of them as they passed 
through their land. But Moab had no faith in 
what God said. Satan, with all his cunning, cannot 
tell what the simplest faith knows—the power of

Moab is just a 
sample of the entire and total ignorance of God’s
God’s grace to save to the end.
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