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Comclave of An cmergency meeting of the

Canadian Canadian Fire Underwriters’ As
Fire Underwriters. i ijon was held at Montreal
on Wednesday and Thursday of this week, chiefly
for the purpose of considering a revision of the pre-
sent tariff. The discussion incidentally involved
matters of much interest to the members of this useful
association with regard to its internal affairs, That
an amicable arrangement may be effected must be
the wish of all concerned, as unanimity is essential
to the best interests of the C. F. U, A.

Fire underwriters feel that the present rates are
inadequate, and that they are transacting business
at a loss. We regret to admit that statistics, more
especially those based upon recent experiences, in-
dicate that a readjustment of rates is, in many cases,
necessary. It must be remembered always by the
insuring public that, in addition to paying losses and
expenses, the companies are compelled to maintain a
reserve sufficient to provide for future losses, con-
flagration hazards and all such contingencies.

Another Lawyer—Were you ever called to serve on a jury
Sympathetic | fore ?
Jury. Juror—No, sir, This is the first time my intelli-

gence has cver been questioned.—Chicago News,

We are not surprised that the strange case of Ma-
licki, a Chicago bar-tender,is exciting much comment,
The story is a remarkable one, and in the name of
Old John Barleycorn we desire to hear more, Pro-
bably our desire will be gratified, as the case in ques-
tion has been appealed. It scems that Malicki was
accepted as a life risk by the Chicago Guarantee
Fund for $3,000. His policy barred him from drink-
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ing whisky under any circumstances, but allowed
him homaeopathic doses of beer and wines. It is
quite evident that those who insured Malicki, the
bar-tender, were not aware that genuine usquebaugh,
the pure spirit distilled from grain and mellowed with
age, is much more wholesome than the beverages to
which Malicki was restricted. At least we have been
led to believe in whisky rather than wine by those
who assure us that old and judiciously blended Scotch
or Irish, when bottled from a sherry cask, is nectar
for giants, not common mortals. Be that as it may,
Malicki, after drinking, as it was supposed, moderate-
ly for a couple of years, of beer and wines, died, and
his widow is now trying to recover the amount of his
insurance, The unwillingness of those in charge of
the Chicago Guarantee Fund to pay the $3,005 would
seem to indicate that they suspected Malicki of put.
ting a premium upon conviviality by imbibing more
freely of the mixed drinks he was daily dispensing to
others than the terms of his policy warranted. We
may assume that the judge mentally questioned the
ability of Malicki to decline the pressing invitations
of the patrons of his bar to take something and
to take it frequently. At all events, the judge in-
structed the jury that, if they found Malicki drank
whisky, even moderately, the verdict would be for
the defendant, He gave them other quéstions to con-
sider. However, they answered the first promptly in
the affirmative, and then — gave a verdict for Mrs,
Malicki. The judge says that the verdict is incon-
sistent with the answer given by the gentlemen of
the jury to his question, and the case will be ap-

pealed,




