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in paying a secretary for doing work which
belong to Presbyteries, and  which is- being
done at least fairly satisfactorily ? In view of
the Foreign Mission deficit, the proposed
increase in the salaries of Home Missiona-
ries and ministers in augneented charges, in
view of the urgent calls for the extension of
mission work cverywhere is it wise to take
the children’s money now devoted to mission
schemes, and use it in paying another sec-
retasy ? Many think it 1s not, and as some
of those who hold that view are not com-
missioners to Assembly they desire to
express elsewhere an opinion on the matter,
Yours truly,
Presbyter.

S
Minister's Salarles.

Editors without parishes can do for settled
pastors what a fecling of delicacy prevents
them from doing for themselves ; that is, ex-
press their views plainly on the question of
inadequate salaries. The saying is trite that
no class of people are poorer paid. And
considering their value to the moral and
spiritual welfare of the community, no class
of people deserve more to be sufficiently paid,
The regulation call stipulates ;—*‘to free you
from worldly cares and avocations, while you
are dispensing spiritual blessings to us, we do
promise and oblige ourselves to pay to you
the sum of——," which sum is very often
just enough to immensely increase his ‘“world
ly cares” and sometimes forces him into
“‘worldly avocations.”

The Watchman, an influcntial organ of
tke Baptist Church, has lately furniched a
symposium in which a number of Baptist
pastors gave reasons why they desired to
change their pastoratcs,  In one particular
they all agreed, namely, that it is very diffi-
cult to feed and clothe and properly cducate
a family on existing salariecs—the average
salary of three-fourths of the Baptist pastors
in three New England States is reported to

2 only $500  Perhaps the showing would
be quite similar in other denominations.  In
our own church the average is only slightly
more,

1f the truth wer: known, it wou'd probab-
ly be tound that meager, insufficient calaries
are among the chicf causes of the prevailing
unrest among pastors, Smail salaries unset.
tle more ministers than any other one thing.
Expenses increase with the increase of their
families and the growth of their children,and
it is but natural that they should desire a
change of pastorates for the improvement of
their finances, Ministers are human, lke
other men, and it is pertectly proper that the
question of salary should be onc of the im-
portant considerations with them, as with
men in other callings, who have families to
support.  Few panishioners realize what a
struggle underpaid pastors constantly under:
go, how they deny themselves and those de-
pendent on them, even the necessaries of
life, in order to keep out of debt ; which they
feel they must do, both for their own sake
and for the sake of the good repute of their
churches. No patishioner ought to begrudge
his pastor a fair chance with himself in lifc's
struggle. The writer once heard a parish-
ioner, who confessed that it cost him $7.co0
a year to support his family, find fault witha
poor, country minister, who had a fair sized
family, and necessarily kept a horse—because
he failed to support his family on $700 a
year, and consequently contracted some
debts.

It is well known that the salaries of min-
isters are shamefully small when compared
with those which reward an equal measure
of ability and labor in other liberal profes-
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sions, Indeed, to find as low an average of
compensation we have to compare the pay
of ministers with the earnings of those who
are employed in mechanical, commercial and
other industries.  The fact is, many so em-
ployed receiv: much larger remuneration. It
15 also to be considered that the lutter did
not, as the pastors, spend a long series of
years in unremunerated and expensive pre-
paration,

Fifty years ago, though salaries were as
small as now, ministers were much better
supported. Not only was the purchasing
power of a dollar greater, and the demands
on the purse fewer, hut congregations found
pleasure in sharing their geod things and
their prosperity with the pastor and his fam-
ily. So many provisions f.und their way to
the domine’s larder, and so abundant a sup-
ply of fuel in,the wood shed, and so much
hay and oats in the barn that it was not al-
together untrue what was said of a certain
church by a retiting paster, “the salary may
not seem large, but it means so much money
and a living”  Anniversaries, ho'idays and
other occasions, besides weddings and funcr-
als, were marked by gifts, Al this has
changed.  The minister is expected to pro-
vide everything cut of a salary, which is not
only fixed but small, and very often irregu-
larly paid,

Many salarics of ministers would be small
enough, certainly not 1o large, if they were
dowbled.  How to make cnds meet is a dis.
tracting problem with wany mini<ters, and
unquestionably were it not tor this trying
handicap, the good work they faithfu'ly do
wou'd be ever better done, to their delight
and their people’s greater benefit,.—N. Y.
Chriztian Intelligence.

. Slaerons
The Jesuits,

There is considerable comment over th:
law permitting the Jesuits to return to the
German Empire just at the time that they
and the other orders are oxpelled from
France, ‘Speaking of it, the Interior says:

“When Prince Bismarck found it politic
to war against the papacy, one of the first
blows he dealt was the expulsion of the
Jesuits.  Germany is not the only country
from which members of that order have been
expelled.  Why is it that the followers «f
Ignatius Loyola are so disliked and so dis-
trusted ? It is not because they belong toa
religious fraternity, but because they so per-
sistently aim at the direction of public afTairs
not cpenly end avowedly, but by devious
and occult means which honest and upright
men abominate.  Ever since the Falk laws
went into force in Germany the Jesuits
commenced to pave the pay for their return
and at last they have succeeded in undoing
what was done mainly through Bismarck’s
influence. What is known in history as the
Kulturkampf, led to the formation of the
Center party, composed exclusively  of
Roman Ca'holics. Numerically it is one of
the largest factors in German politics. It
moves together ; there are no diversities of
opinton, no questions at issue,  Its support
or opposition cannot be ignored ; hence it
has to be reckoned with,and hence Bis-
marck's policy in dealing with it, * Do ut des.’
The socialist specter alarmed even the man
of blood and iron, so the Falk laws began to
e relaxed and by degrees they have ceased
to be a living force. Al the while the Cen-
terists kept up the agitation for the repeal
of the law expelling the Jesuits, Two years
ago the motion for its repeal was carried,
but the Prussian Dict stood in the way, At
last even in that body resistance has ceased,
and now the Jesuits may retuin to Germany.
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Protestant Germany is by no means pleased
with the result. Several impressive demon-
strations have been held in various parts of
the country, but the help of the Center party
is needed to counteract he growth of
socialism, ana without its vote naval expin

sion would be made more difficult than the
Kaiser and colonials desire.”
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Sparks From Other Anvils.

Herald and Presbyter :—The Yellow Peril
may be held back by diplomacy, and by war,
but it will not cease while China remains
what it i, The only effectual disposition of
it will be by the education and Christianiza-
tion of the Cninese people. The greatest
factor in its final sctilement is the missionary,
and back of him the Protestant missionary
boards and the missionary sentiment in Pro-
tant countries,

Canadian Baptist : ——When one once does
a questionable thing, it usually happers ke
has taken a permanent step downward. Un-
less be sce and confess the wrong of it, his
regard for his own reputation for consistency
will throw him over to the side of those who
defend the doubiful practice.

Christian Observer :—1It has come to be
common for divorced percons, including
those who have been in fau't in the matter,
to be received in good society. This can
be remedied by an uplifting of social stard-
ards, such as follows the faithful preaching
and hearty ecceptance of the Gospel.

United Presbyterian :—The  new birth is
“from above” and can only be sustained from
above. It is given us of God and is never
permitted to get beyond his control  He
nurtures it, sustains it, blesses it, directs it,
holds it in the hollow of his hwnd and no
one is able to pluck it out of the Father's
hand.

Lutheran Observer :—Until a Pope arises
cvangelical encugh and strong enough to
strip the Papal chair of its enormous and
unscriptural assumptions, beginning with that
of infallibility, the Roman Church is irrefor-
mably committed to policies whose success
would annihilate Protestantism and over
throw the foundations of modern liberty and
civilization.  Hence, the peril to Protestan-
tism in an admmistration of the Papacy that
disarms suspicion,  The old story of the
Greek horse may still teach us its lessons,
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Tur Livine Ace for May 7 is especially
rich in articles of current intercst—Frederick
Harrison’s tribute to Sir Leslie Stephen,
fromn The Cornbill Magazine ; a candid and
painstaking estimate of Whistler's work by
Frederic Wedmore from The Nineteenth
Century and After, a clear and ecmpact
presentation of the strategic value of Port
Arthur, from The Fortnightly Review, and
The Spectator’s editorial comment on the
attitude of Pius X toward the religious dis-
cussion of the day.

The annual outing of the Ministerial As-
soctation was held at ITigh Park Monday af-
ternoon and was the most successful affair in
the history of the association, The membcrs
were accompanied by their wives, and after
a pleasant atternoon in the park the party
met for supper at Sunnyside. The President,
Rev. William McKialey, occupied the chair,
The Sccretary, Rev. R. Atkinson.who leaves
for Chesley shortly, and therefore resigns his
office, was assured of the good wishes of his
brethren, After dinner specches were also
made by Prof. MacLaren, Dr, Milligan, and
Messrs. W. Frizzell, P, M. Macdonald, and
] A. Macdonald.




