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.ecutive, except in cases - extreme poverty, or where the child lias equal advan-
agfe. in a private or home school, or is physically or mentally incapacitated
h-om attendmg school. Thei-o are also stringmi!, laws which the towns are rv-
Unired to enforce in order to secnre attendance, of all children at schools, ard
prevent youthful vagrancy.

'

Distribution of the School Fund-Abolition of School districts. ^The lav,.-
provides for the distribution of one half the sch<„ol fund to the pubHc schoolsand the otlier half to - other educational purpose.r -such as .aperintendcr -e of
schools, printing reports, &e. The distribution of the fund ': ,he cities andtowns in aid of public schools has been made on two conditions

:

1. That ^hoo!. iti such city or town shall have been ^.ept op^u .ix nonl'.s ofhe jear 3 That nich city or town shaii have raised by tax, a sum .q ..! to
three dollars for

, aoh rf^sHent ehiW between five and fifteen years of a . > ^he
distribution amounted to from :. .nty ^> twonty-tlve cents per child." But' in
1866, an Act was passed containing ibe i/ilowinrr liijportant provision.

« In th6 distribution of the incoi/c ,i the s.hool fund, for the benefit .^ thepublKi schools of the ^ate, ev^.y clfy a,.d tou., complying with all the Icao, inforce rdatmg to the distribution of the same, shall annually receive scventZ
dollars; atid the residue of said moiety shall annually be apportioned am.ng
the bi-veral cities and towns in proportion to the number of children in eacif
between the ages of five aM fifteen years : provided, that after the distributio.:
of the sa-

1
moiety of income in the year eighteen hundred and sixty nine nontyor town ,n which the distnct system [our school section system] exists shall

receive the seomty-five dollars herein specifically appropriated:'
By the law as heretofore existing, the town (our township) could be divided

.nto as many school districts or sections, as the selectmen or elected Council
might determine, and a Committee of three Trustees be elected for each district'The same provision existed in regard to cities, the wards of which might con"
stitute 6o many separate school divisions. A law was passed many years sinceauthoring the uuiou of these districts in both towns and cities into one school
coi-poration. Kie Oty of Boston and many townships avaUed themselves of thi.
provision, and thus centralized then- township, and city school operations • bm
in many cases they adhered to the idea and practice of little local independent
school divisions. The law of 1866 provides, that no city or township retaining
he sub-dmsions of school districts or sections, shall receive the seventy-five doh
lars from the income of the school fund after 1869. This is the strongest pract

'

cal testimony of the longest experience in America, against school sections a.dm favour of township school organizations. The Secretary of the State Bo A
of Education, referring to this provision o*" ^ law and to the evil of xh- ..h-
divisioii of township and cities into small .ol sections, remarks

:

" Tliis new provision is alike just and wise, and liberal in its policy ft lyai
do something towards allev-ating the bm-dens which the support of their Publio
ochools imposes upon the toWn of limited population but extended territory i

^ -i

will doubtless encourage etiU nobler efforts. In not a few the territory is ..


