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of these four two were absent when the said Resolution was

adopted.

As the statement, however, has been made known to tho

pul c and is such as to convey a most erroneous impression

to the mind,it isnecessary to ofter aomeexplanation of it.eusy

indeed to be effected by simply puhlishit.g certain suppressed

facts Until the year 1845 tho Society was a puiely charita-

ble ascocidtion, having for il.s object the fni therance of the

Gospel, and supported by the voluntary offermgs of Cliurch-

men; over and above their annual contributions to their minis-

ters. A sMiglo instance will suffice for an illustration ;—In

1845, the Rev Messrs. Bridge and Blackman received for

their own private use, from their congregations, a sum amount-

ing in the a<rgregate to (say) .£250—whatever U was, it was

not thrown "into the funds of tho Church Society. In the

same year, charitable members of their congregations sub-

set ibed as they thought proper towards the Church Society's

objects, which subset ipiions, amounting to about j£150, alone

appear upon the Society's books. In the out-harbors similar

circumstances occuired ;—the people giving according to

their means towards the support of their own particular

Ministers, as well as for the repairs of their Church, Parson-

age-house, &c.,andin some places additional collections being

made in behalf of the Church Society. But in 1815 a com-

plete change was effected in the Constitution of the Society ;

since that period all payments to the Clergy, except fees, have

been stopped, and the contributions of the people throughout

the Island, towards Ministers, Churches and Parsonage-houses

have been thiown into one common stock,— Mcyjwrsc of the

Church Society— and thus, the swelling of its income frorn

,£170 in 1845 to.£1800 in 1852, is without difficulty accounted

for,—the boastful announcement vanishing into smoke.

With every disposition to exercise a reasonable degree of

the christian grace par-excellence, it is indeed hard to believe

that the author of this statement—aware of all the facts con-

nected therewith,—did not perceive, e'en before his ink

was dried, the duplicity of the chara-jters hu pen was tracing.

Moreover, how verily absurd and ridiculous is the assump-

tion, that the augmentation of its income furnishes tk»e best

evidence of the Society's increasing \nfavor with Churchmen,

when those Churciimen are compelled to pay towards its

funds, or subject themselves to be affionted by their Cjergy-

gyraen and denied the Ordinances of the Church !
Did the

wiiler know how many Churchmen would immediately


