
(Copy.) 'Education Dbpartmbnt,
" Toronto, 2nd November, 1886.

«fif,.f« T^^ff^ ;r 1 r u
^'l"«»'^f°n '1«'«™'» me to inform the Stratford Collegiate In-stitute Trustees through you, of his mtention at an early day to issue a special Commission tonvestigate and report to him in regard to the charges preferred by Mr. Idington a Co?CiateInstituto Trustee, agamst Mr. McBride, the Head Master of the Institute.

*^«"egiate

fh« Tr,.V,'ff,fT"^'"
"

i'%'''I',?'
'n^°l^in8 *»>« professional standing and character of the Head ofthe Institution over which the Trustees preside, and to which they cannot be indifferent theMinister hopes that the members of the Board will give every assistance hi their power with aview to render the investigation as thorough and exhaustive as possible.

^ '

be convenTentlyheld ^"^ *** ^""'"'^^ ""'^ ""'"'' * ""'^""^ P'**'^ '" ^^'"^ ^''° investigation can

"I have, ete.,

" John C. Montb.th, E««„
<'''«'"'^') " ^^^^^ MARLINO

"Secretary, Collegiate Institute Board, Stratford.'
^"^ ^'

NoTK.—On the same day that these letters were vmtten, the Collegiate Institute
Board, by resolution, requested the Minister to hold an investigation into the truth of
the charges. The following is a copy of the letter received from the Board :—

(^°Vy) "Collegiate Institute Board,
Stratford, November 4th, 1886.

fnS.y^^'7'^fu''^
under instructions from the Stratford Collegiate Institute Board, I beg tofamiBhyou with a copy of a resolution passed by said Board on tL 2nd inst., viz - ^

B^nnofTTf ^ Mr Macgregor, seconded by Mr. Idington and resolved. That the Minister ofEducation be requested to investigate all the charges made by Mr. Idington against the Pri^!

"You will observe that the Board desiret, you to investigate the charges, copies of whichas handed in by Mr. Idington, are enclosed hi.rewith.
** ^ '

held at ariLrt'"date!*
*'"'''' *^^^"^*^ ^ ^^ **"* "'"^ "^ ***^ Board that th, investigation be

" Yours truly,

"HnM r w p«=«
(Signed,) "JOHN C. MONTEITH,

^"^
^.- MTnistrjf Education, Toronto."

" ^'''' "^"^^'''^^ ^"^"^"^ ^^"^

(Copy.) Stratford, November 8th, 1886.

"Dear Sir,—I have just seen Mr. Steet, Chairman of our Collegiate Institute Board and

tirStheTntLn'T ^"" *^] '^^
^r** T" f'^^ '•«"^«'- ^"y --«**"«« i* "^^ TnTonnection >uth the investigation, and do anything that lies in its power to facilitate matters with aview to have a thorough investigation.

<«-'"i.«ii.b mKiuers, witn a

u- ul^t ^"fr^ .^"^ "*™®'^ ^^^ Council Chamber in the City Building as a suitable place in

" Yours respectfully,

<«A,„^ iir.» 1,
"JOHN C. MONTEITH,

The following letter was addressed to Mr. Idington :—

(Copy.) " Education Department,
"Toronto, November 11th, 1886.

Mr M^ntiA^'^'Tl^^
Minister has received a statement of the charges which you make againstMr. MoBnde, and also a list of the names of witnesses in the case.

agamst

nnrH^n nf Ari"'**^'' ^^fT ^''f*"
^'"'' ""^n*'"" *« *« fact that in connection with a large pro-portion of the names of the witnesses, you give no reason why they should be subp«ned F^r


