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nin. n In, </. ,far. tu-n,khf I5..,.aus,- rl.,.re ure a Mrear nmnv
non-l,n,unous bodie. in .space, and u|,..n th.y pa.s between us
^oid a Htar they cut oir its li«ht jn.st for an instant, thus .-ansin^r
the twinkhng. What are- .shoothu, ,tars r Theyarenct sta,^
I.roper, but are non-luniinous bodies comln- iu contact with
the earth's utniosphere, and becoming- ignited by their friction
upon tlie u r luive tlie uppearan.... of stars. Why are nu'teor-
aides or shootiuf, stars s,'e>t mostfrefund!,, bdweeu the. Uth and
Uth ot^ Non'„d>. r of each year / Eecaus.- tlie eartli at tliat time
IN passin- through a portion of space wJiere (he greatest number
of these l)odi,.s is found. What
/•v the mirar/e, and what is its

caifsie/ Afirage is the appear- "^ ^
iinc Ml the air of an erect or
inverte(i image o| some distant
object \'hicli is itself invisible.

It is most f quently seen on
water, where

, is U'vmed tooni
iny, but has also appeared to
persons traveling tlirough des-
erts with such vividness as to
make them believe that thev ^„„^e

sI-T' ''"V^^""^'
^'^"^'^ '^'^"^ ^" '^'^ distance. Capralu

athei s vessel when distant from him more than thirty nulesand consequently below the horizon, by its inverted ima-ein the a,r, though he did not previously know it was in tinpart of the ocean Mirage is caused by the rays of light fromthe object bemg bent differently by different layers of the atmos-pheie until they are curved so as to strike the eye. Whatea.ses twilight ^ The bending and reflecting of light by the
atniosphere. What raises the .olnred sJn, at subset? Th!sun s rays aiv partially decomp.xsed by the vaj.or that is in the

Mirage.
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