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But his religious opinions would not have

induced me to troubh the public with thcle

obfervations if he had retrained himfelf to his

own Church, and kept within the bounds of

decency, and the refpeft due even to the in-

voluntary errors of others : if he had not de-

clared open war, againft every other perfua-

lion, and treated all proteftant min'0:ers with

the moft fcurrilous language. ollowing

his arguments I have been under the neceflity

of difcufiing the exclufive claim of the Church

of Rome to fpiritual authority. Beyond this,

I have carefully declined entering upon any

of the Roman Catholic Tenets, further than

Mr. Burke has voluntarily brought them for-

ward to the notice of the public. I have not

willingly or unneceffarily attacked any man's

principles, or his j:)rejudices ; it was not my
purpofe to prove that they are in the ^^Tong,

but that we have good grounds to believe our-

felves to l)e in the right ; not to cenfure the

Romiih Church, but" to Ihcw that Proteftant

Miniilers arc not deicrving ofthe very op])ro-

brious cj^ithets which have been lavished upon

them.—Of mifrcprefcnting the tenets of the

Roman Catholics I cannot furcly be accufed

fince I iiave uniformly ftated them in their own
words, and from the moft authentic iources ;

and 1 ha .c allcdgcd few fa6ts \^'ithout quoting

my authorities.

How^ever great the })rovocation, 1 Iiave en-

deavoured to preferve the temper of a Chril-

tian and a Gentlemen, Againft ISfr, Burke
hirnlelf


