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extensive sense. \\'i)atever could be viewed as a syrn- ibol of any Gospel truth, mi^ht be called a Sacrament-
the rites, and ceremonies of public woi-ship, as thev

'

.

^ere supposed tp refer to tln^ spiritual dictrines u^l
.

religion, were likewise considered as Sacmments—

I

Ihose signs, says St. Austin, that arc connected z^ithl
Vivine things ere called Sacraments* The warm zeal

'

ot the primitive Christians prompted them to adopt
exterior practices, to render, as it were,.. visible the
principles of their faith; and to be tJie means of im- '

pressing them on their n^inds; these, being consecra-

"

ted to religions use assumed a sacred, and mvsterious
aspect; and were revered as sacred signs. Ky degreesmany Allegorical, and mystical rites were introduced
and venerated as Sacraments. I'easts even, that were
solemnized to commemorate the mysteries of redemp-
tion were regarded as Sacraments.f 15ut we do not find
that any of the primitive Teachers of the Gospel doc-
trine speak of inbr^than two SacramcHits, tliat were :

appointed by Divine authority; ami commended to
the observance' of all Christians.

'

''
i

If the primitive Churches were competent to esta-
'

bhsh such rites as in their wisdom, and piety they i

might think conducive to the edification of the innerman
;
when these human institutions lose their etiicacv

^

by the change of times, and^ifference of place • when
they have degenerated into vain, and unprofitable
pmctices; the authority of any Church may surely
abolish them within its limits, and introduce other-
modes of things as may be more effectual to promote
the great ends of public worship. The only things,

* %«''' ?«'« ^dres Di-oinas pertinent, Sacramcnta abbeUantur. rAnauMtinus MarcdUnc epis. ^.J
j'jy'^nuniur. ( ^ngus-

+ Sacramentum eji autem in aliqua cdcbratione, cum ret re/la ita r,m,y«.,nfja utaU,uodetiampnifcari Lui,aUr, .uldZZ'^^tp^^:^^^^^^^
ttaquemodo agmus Paicka, ut not solum in lemoriam, quodgeliumetrevoce
.««., vicji quod mortuus eft Chriftus, et resurre:cU, sedelamfluJ^ au^cr/a

'j^^^i r4.r^-'"'*
''^'^'^ - ^^^^^:m^
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