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1887, • pornmnent Board of DirMton w.. fai»oJ/^«prbinx the
foUowiiVfreiitlemen: PrwiJcot, C.pt. John IrWiiit; bireetow, The
H..,K (now 9\r) Jo*,ph W. Truli*;. Mc-ssw. R: F. ftiehct, 0.
A. Keefer, ThouM E.rlo, ul D. M. Kborta ; Mr. J. W. 3IcK.rUndWM .ppoimed Ajcreury; Mr. Ih M. Kbertu, ».4ioitor; Mr. (J. A.
Kecfor, M. C«n< See. C.B., chief eiipincor; and the wrlfer, Mr. H. B.
wnitl;, M. C«n. Soe. O.K., ciiKincor in ehsrgv.

Till aiVBB CAPIbAMO. i

_ The River CipiUno in • mounUin «tn)«ni of oonsidcrablu magnitude
Pro»poct«r» who h.vo penetrated its Caflrtn., and cinloi to have reached'
it? iouroe, c«tiniato im length at no \em than Sfly mikA Ik rises in -

the rinow-eovercd mountain, of the U.Mre .Sound dirtribt, and flown
almeet due soutJi. emptying into Burrard Ifl-t at tlie Firnt Narruw*

Althougl, nothing ddinile i» known M to it. source. ..|| a,ieonnta
agree that its origin i» not a mountain lake, but the .aceuniuUted
water* derived fn.m melted snow and ieo falling from th» mountain
summit*. For .1 distance of «!ven mile. Ifroni ita mouth, tlio river has
be..n surveyed. Throughout this distane^ it fl„ws>at the average rate
of Bve feet per stK,ond over a bed of granite, b»«lt. and conglomerate
boulders. Sand and gravel can be found only in a few sheltered bayii
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It pMses through N>veral eailons of granilf< and ahinstone rock, one of
which IS only \h feet wide at it. baw, 94 feet wide at its top, 600 feet
long and 218 feet deeji Prevfous to thd creation of this caHon, the
whole valley t» the north must have been one laig^ Uko. The wall of
rock through wlifcl, the .tream penetrated ages ago, by some ^udden
effort of the crt|i's hidden forces, stand. like « huge gatcTat the wuth
end of the vaHey, the valley itoelf being but a otrip of tat land from
1,000 to 1,600 feet wide, lying at ilie bate of two parallel mnge. of
mountaini^ which tower upward., to a height of 8,«K)0 feet The fall
that took pUoe when the river flowed over the .ummit of tliu rocly
wall must h»ve equalled the Ni»gara of to-day for depth, if not for
Tolumc. Should the City of Vincouver increase to Uie magnitude pre-
dicted, It may be that ito people at some future day will cauM a dam
to^be oonstructed aoroea the narrow goige, and once again convert thi.
valley into a lake. Vnnoouver wUI then po«M«i . rewsrvoir fiom
whence to draw ita water rappljr; which will not bo nrpuMed by any
watorwork. system 00 the oontinent. The* caHons ai« inolated, stand-
ing about a mile apart. Between them the river flow. thr.mgh low
lying flata; forming m»ny idandik The immedtate bank, are but a few
feet above the level of the river, and fVom 100 to 200 feet in width!
the ground on each aide rising in terrAe. unUl it i. merged in tlM\
uaifbrm alope of the mountains. Both side, of the river are heavily
timbered with tlw hujje tree, poeuliar to the British Columbia ooaat

. I)ougla. fir, cedar, hemhiek, apniee, balnin and white fir being in
abundanec. The l>ou«la. fir and oi^ar grow to an enormou. iiae.
Oms cedar in particular was meaiurad t^ the writer, and Ibund to be
64 feet in ciroumference, 4 feet from tin ground.
A. a wuroe of a city water supply, the River Capilano ia an ideal

on«. No purer water can be obtained from any aonroe than that fW>B
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thU mountain atream, flowing awifUy over a bouldd^ bed, through deep
rocky eaHon^, and along .horea a» yet uaoontaminated by the imparl-
tie. whieh follow in the wake ofwttkment. The .apply aflbrded, being
by gravitation, i. tuperior to all other motlioda, whether by rea^rvoir,
direct praaare, or stand pipe, and it« permaneooe U beyond gaeation
oareflil ganging of the river at the initUl point of the ayate^ having
demooatratad the faot, that at tlie bweat stage of wat^ the river die-
ebargea 440 milliona of galhma in 24 hoar..
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OLKJOINa, CLOU OUTTIMa AND aRUaBIMO.

The flrrt ebntraet entered into by the Company waa for elearing, eJoaa
outtiag and grabbing. ThU work waa doo« by a kieal Arm at the
followbgprieea: elearing, «59.00 peraen; eloaa eatting, #95.00 per
aore; grabbing 1X00.00 per am, «Hhr tha eowlitiou of the fbllowiag
peeiieatioB :— "
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The plpa traek U to be olearad a width of do( lew than 88 IbM, and
•II timber awl brodi, oot rai|aiml lbi> the pupoMa of tU work, alMp awl baraad, a« ! eleariag land for euliiTatiott. ^ 14,
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