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enthusiasm. The fiery Clay, speaker and leader of
the House of Representatives, made himself cham-
pion of the cause of the Spanish Americans; Daniel
Webster thundered forth the sympathy of all lov-
ers of antiquity for the Greeks; and Samuel Grid-
ley Howe, an impetuous young American doctor,
crossed the seas, carrying to the Greeks his serv-
ices and the gifts of Boston friends of liberty. A
new conflict seemed to be shaping itself— a strug-
gle of absolutism against democracy, of America
against Europe.

Between the two camps, both in hex- ideas and
in her geographical situation, stood England. De-
voted as she was to law and order, bulwark against
the excesses of the Frt^nch Terror and the world
dominion that Napoleon sought, she was neverthe-
less equally strong in her opposition to Divine
Right. Her people and her government alike were
troubled at the repressive measures by which the
Allies put down the Revolution of Naples in 1821
and that of Spain in 1823. Still more were they
disturbed at the hint given at the Congress of Ve-
rona in 1822 that, when Europe was once quieted,
America would engage ihe attention of Europe's ar-
biters. George Canning, the English foreign minis-
ter, soon discovered that this hint foreshadowed


