
lO Tales of Ancient Greece

The monstrous forms assumed by clouds and vapours
are seen m their most terrific aspect in Briareds (X ) the
giant with the hundred arms, while the maiestv of theheaven when clothed in its robe of storms finds expres-
sion in the myth of Semcia (XI.). the daughter of the
king who came to his home in the West from the purple
land of morning. But the rain-storms quicken the vine
plants; and the child of Semel6 is born amid the din ofw ^Tk

" -^"^ *^^ ?i^^ °^ *^^ lightnings. Thus the
lord of the vine and of the teeming fruits of earth grows
up, like Hermes, a being of mighty strength, capable of
doing wondrous things at will-soothing, in.^ating ormaddening the minds of men. whether as the Hellenic
Dionysos (XII.) or as the Soma the Hindoo. The
strange rites of the women who follow him are the frantic
revels of worshippers excited by wine; but the story
of his return to Thebes, of the resistance which he
encounters at the hands of the Thracian Lykurgos or theKadmeian Pentheus (XIII.). points to a chan|e in the
rehgious system of the Hellenic tribes, and would thus

fo^cHoJ^w*.T^^l^^^*- ^^^ "^y*^ ^'«"^d seem further
to show that the change came from the East, and that
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of afiinity to Syrian systems like
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JJ?'^"? S^^"^'^ ^y Ph°ebus is precisely
parallel to the desertion of Prokris (XXVIII.) bv Keoha-
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'^ '\ -^^ crystallisation of the mythical

phrase. The sun kisses the dew. and the dew is faith-
less Each dewdrop reflects its peculiar image, vet it

p the image of the same object. Kence in the story ofProkns the new lover is Kephalos himself in disguise-m that of Asklepios. Kordnis gives her love to Ischvs'a name which simply denotes the sun in his strength as
contrasted with his gentler aspect on his rising Thedoom which lies on Daphn6 (IV.). Arethusa (XXXIV)and Prokris, hes also on Koronis ; but her child Asklepios
represents to men the wisdom and beneficence of the
bright being who brings light and life to men. The sunwakens the earth to hfe when the winter is done- and


