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An to the first point, three mnin snliitions lire (ifrireil,

control liy stale ifovernment di inirtmi ills, eiinlrul liv iiiili ju nil-

eiit commissiiins, mid control liy tniili iini'His. The clmici' of

s.vstim Wdiilil in yn 111 nKiiMin di iiciul on the mitlmd in which
Ihr s.ic'iir'st cmmonwi'iillh lann' into In in;;. Cnmiii;.' iis n

n suit of the irnidii.'il exten-i" '•( stiiti' iiiir! municipal uwner-
ship to cnc industry aftiT iun.;lur. the lir-l ilti'niati\i' w^'iild

111 the most pi-ohaiili soliitioi:. Thi pros|ii'Cl is "lie which
should warm (he cockles of a Tammany jri-al'lcr's heai-l. II. re

"Mild lie a prize worth th" sirivinc for. tin cmilr'l ii'.l .!'
.-i

narrow siction of men's activiliis hut of the whole w 'de fli Id.

Jiu'ilctd.'hle interests would li. a! slaK'e. .And we an .isK.-d to

lh!i,M that i-i till strife tin re w.iiild lie no factinnal si ni)_'>'l.'.

no wire-pullintr. no dicl<( rinu'. no ward Imlrrs. u" slales. that

In iliis ideal state only the (itiisi will he chosen to ollice, and
that there will he no machine. In such a slate civil service iv-

fnrm would have no meaninjr. To prohihil civil sen-ants frum
polificnl activitv when i'\-eryhody is a civil servant, is tn dis-

franchise the nation. The slrutrtrle hetween (lilfennl irronps

and occupati'-ns to secure control of tlii' irovernmi nt would lie

inte- ". Compel it ion driv'. n out of the i" nomic door wnulil

fly in at thp political window. Ouiti' aside from this evil of

still more inten.se political strife, there would he the considi ra-

tion that the unwieldy centralization involved would lie fatal

to projfress and elTiciency. Iliireaucratic routine would pnra-
' e initiative. The red flajr would he shredded into red tape.

RecoKnizinir this da-iper. other socialists suf,'(f<st (rovern

nt liy commission. ('Tovcrument liy stati -appoint rt coni-

n. unn.'! has to its credit some notable achievements. There
is. ,wever. need here for discrimination. For its succos.s

three conditions appear to be indispensable. The number of
commi.'isions should not be so jfreat as to make impossible t'.at

constant publicity which to-day tempers authority and reme-
dies the evils of inertia and routine and cli(|ueism which soon, r

or later beet such bodies. The commission succeeds best
when its function is srathcrinp: and dispensinjr information or
regulatinjr private indusi;^'; it succeeds least when it endeav-
ors itself tn carry on complex administrative duties. Finally,

commissions can be independent of party pressure only .so

long as their appointment is not the main function of the ifov-

ernment .and therefnre not the main issue on which elections

turn. Set up commissions in every sphere of activity, impo.se

upon them the burdens of administration as well as of publicity
or regulation, make the.ii so important a factor in (fovernment
that their choice will be the chief ob.ject of party rivalry, and
if we escape from Prussianizinjr our free domocracies it will

only be by relapsinfr into the regime of faction and pull for
which the commission is suggested as a remedy.


