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interested in co-operating with
in the field of nuclear technology.
n area in which Canada has devel-
vanced techniques and can be a
well-developed partner. Germany
nterested in Canadian raw mate-
-operation could, therefore, grow
the lines of the Third Option, es-
§in the nuclear field, where reduc-
the dependence on the United

States should result in the development of
advanced-technology industries in Canada.

However, West German businessmen,
academics and leaders have difficulty in
understanding Canada’s concern about
American influence. With its alliance with
the United States as a mainstay of its
policy and with a dynamic economy and
cultural life, West Germany cannot see
what Canada is so worried about. At any
rate, German leaders see the response as
part of an internal Canadian solution to
the American challenge. It is up to Can-
ada to show its excellence in the technical
and cultural fields, and American influence
will dwindle by itself. It is hard for West
Germany to visualize the effect on the
Canadian and Quebec cultures of the
difference in ‘scale between the United
States and Canada, taken together with
their proximity. The Third Option policy
is, therefore, regarded sympathetically and
with an eye to the economic advantage
to be gained by Germany, but without
being clearly understood.

This review of attitudes of Western
European countries towards Canada is by
no means exhaustive. We shall not, for
example, discuss Italy, and shall take only
a brief glance at the viewpoint of the
smaller Common Market countries. The
Benelux countries — Belgium, the Nether-
lands and Luxzembourg — have close re-
lations with Canada; they were the first
to understand clearly the Canadian posi-
tion and to encourage ties between Canada
and the European Economic Community.
Denmark has been much more hesitant,
as could be seen by its last-minute op-
position on the raw-materials question,
which delayed the signing of a framework
agreement between the Community and
Canada. Even if the opposition was for the
purpose of establishing a precedent for
future negotiations with Denmark’s oil-
rich neighbour Norway, it was nonetheless
indicative of a degree of ignorance of the
stakes involved for Canada in these nego-
tiations.

Non-members

There remain the smaller Western Euro-
pean countries that are not members of
the Common Market. Some of them, such
as Spain, are of a respectable size. Just as
we have not considered Ireland and Italy
in the Common Market, we shall concen-
trate on only two non-members of the
European Community — Sweden and
Switzerland. Because of their neutrality,
these two countries should be in a position
to understand more readily Canada’s
desire for independence.

Third Option
gets sympathy
but no clear
understanding
from Germany




