
w C1 1 i, 61tost I1 inowledgeable of allFrench politi-

n^ Be(! pi)5 ^ the subject of_ Canada - Mr.
It the l,.?z.rere, deputy to the National Assem-
ded ^anil Mayor of Pau, who taught for

gthe ore f lïan ten years at Laval University.
son '4e is, ^n active member of the Foreign
hat ^Commission of the Assembly and
,ere uld hié called on to play an important
sven in he field of foreign affairs should a

It is
h and
nior t
as

Ct;st government come to power. With

.t;jl a spokesman, as well as other leftist

ders;` mainly socialists, who have had
nt2cf,^ with parliamentarians, govern-

as Teent o^fficials and academics in Quebec
cl Canada, there is no chance that the

weenk^t,tc, r will be overlooked or misunderstood
ered s^ Fi^anée if the left comes to power.
i:al ch

anyFrai i'_
latioae i7iost important state in Western Eu-

.e it anA the Common Market is undoub-
and Iv ffie Federal Republic of Germany.

e visi^Vhàf no We Know About Canada?" was

s of ie. headline in the July 22 daily news-

npor0hc'z ' A'eue Ruhr Zeitung. In an article
itries.`+ -JE'n,;`Feddersen, the paper's answer was:
y dol[n fact`, we know very little: it is a large
sitions u n t r^;. has lots of forests and water, not

ities, anv people, some bears, wheat that is
spherdld toMoscow and Peking, German im-
nment^grani-s, a few Eskimos, a little language

)f t lrrel sbetween French and English, and
is knbeFal Prime Minister." As a matter
ew the' rac't ^the newspaper emphasized and ex-

, isk^1inedithat the reality was quite different.
Quebe?°wever, it took a humorous tone in sum-

;lish C^n_ u^ its readers' superficial knowledge.

c thasÏ Fbrtunately, knowledge of Canada
la toel°n,,, German leaders is more extensive.

parthe vi;:its to Bonn by the Prime Minister

iesire 19 and by the Minister of External
rhole }`tirs in 1976, and Chancellor Schmidt's
rd d'F^it toi Ottawa in the summer of 1976,
beenrlled terms for closer co-operation be-
Cana" `'eI' f he two countries to be established.

^anc^llor Schmidt and Prime Ministergain
enche`^' also had an opportunity to meet
tner (; ilio ?summit conference on economic

policy"bler ils in Puerto Rico. In addition,
than if'c-lanuary the two countries have been

-opcrzting as members of the United
it sh 'Ilions Security Council, to which they

Fret ^,rc bcith elected last fall.ind thE^
in concrete terms, West Germany

bledri nnu,h interested in co-operating with
omplell ,lcl^i: in the field of nuclear technolo

pectal^
:

to be^Ii, is in area in which Canada has de el-
F,rl advanced techniques and can be a

, que, r^^n g %well-developed partner. Germany
vent ^h^ lso interested in Canadian raw mate-
n g°vaal . Ç`6-operation could, therefore, grow

fact, png the lines of the Third Option, es-
t the r(,iall^ in the nuclear field, where reduc-
iks onQ)n o>^ the dependence on the United

States should result in the development of
advanced-technology industries in Canada.

However, West German businessmen,
academics and leaders have difficulty in
understanding Canada's concern about
American influence. With its alliance with
the United States as a mainstay of its
policy and with a dynamic economy and
cultural life, West Germany cannot see
what Canada is so worried about. At any
rate, German leaders see the response as
part of an internal Canadian solution to
the American challenge. It is up to Can-
ada to show its excellence in the technical
and cultural fields, and American influence
will dwindle by itself. It is hard for West
Germany to visualize the effect on the
Canadian and Quebec cultures of the
difference in "scale between the United
States and Canada, taken together with
their proximity. The Third Option policy
is, therefore, regarded sympathetically and
with an eye to the economic advantage
to be gained by Germany, but without
being clearly understood.

This review of attitudes of Western
European countries towards Canada is by
no means exhaustive. We shall not, for
example, discuss Italy, and shall take only
a brief glance at the viewpoint of the
smaller Common Market countries. The
Benelux countries - Belgium, the Nether-
lands and Luxembourg - have close re-
lations with Canada; they were the first
to understand clearly the Canadian posi-
tion and to encourage ties between Canada
and the European Economic Community.
Denmark has been much more hesitant,
as could be seen by its last-minute op-
position on the raw-materials question,
which delayed the signing of a framework
agreement between the Community and
Canada. Even if the opposition was for the
purpose of establishing a precedent for

future negotiations with Denmark's oil-

rich neighbour Norway, it was nonetheless
indicative of a degree of ignorance of the

stakes involved for Canada in these nego-

tiations.

Non-members
There remain the smaller Western Euro-
pean countries that are not members of
the Common Market. Some of them, such
as Spain, are of a respectable size. Just as
we have not considered Ireland and Italy
in the Common Market, we shall concen-
trate on only two non-members of the
European Community - Sweden and
Switzerland. Because of their neutrality,
these two countries should be in a position
to understand more readily Canada's
desire for independence.

Third Option
gets sympathy
but no clear
understanding
f rom Germany


